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STATEMENT ON PREVENTING CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING

On October 7, 1991, CDC released an updated statement on the prevention of childhood lead
poisoning. The statement provides guidelines to pediatric health-care providers, public
health programs, and others about childhood lead screening, case management for lead-
poisoned children, and primary prevention of childhood lead poisoning.

Copies of the statement, Preventing Lead Poisoning in Young Children, 1991," are available
free of charge from Publication Activities, Office of the Director, National Center for
Environmental Health and Injury Control, Mailstop F-29, CDC, 1600 Clifton Road, NE,
Atlanta, GA 30333.

Reference:

1. CDC. Preventing lead poisoning in young children, 1991. Atlanta: US Department of Health and Human
Services, Public Health Service, 1991.

IMMUNIZATION NOTES

Measles Outbreak: Public Health Region 8 is investigating suspected measles activity in
Alice, Jim Wells County. Approximately nine suspected measles cases have been reported
with rash onsets ranging from late September to early December. Initial investigations reveal
that all age groups have been affected and that hospital-based measles transmission has
occurred.

Active surveillance, including disease investigation and immunization of contacts, is
ongoing. Additionally, recommendations have been made to lower the routine immunization
age to 12 months for receipt of MMR.

During the holiday season, travel to other areas of the state is frequent and the risk of
transmission to other areas of the state exists.

Health personnel should be alerted to the continued presence of measles in Texas. All
suspected rash/fever illnesses, especially those meeting measles case definition criteria,
should be closely monitored. Such cases should be reported immediately to your local or
regional health department.

The measles case definition is:
» Fever of 101°F or greater
» Rash lasting at least 3 days
» At least one of the following: cough, coryza, or conjunctivitis

For additional information regarding serologic confirmation of cases, outbreak control
recommendations, or updates on Jim Wells County measles activity, call the TDH Immuni-
zation Division at 1-800-252-9152.
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CONTINUUM OF SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF
CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING IN
RELATION TO THE PERCENTAGE OF

CARBOXYHEMOGLOBIN (COHb) IN THE BLOOD*

Concentration Signs and Symptoms
(%)
<10 Either no symptoms or shortness of breath during vigorous exercise
10-20 Mild headache and shortness of breath during moderate exercise
20-30 Throbbing headache, irritability, emotional instability, impaired judg-

ment, defective memory, rapid fatigue

30-40 Severe headache, weakness, nausea and vomiting, dizziness, dimness
of vision, confusion

40-50 Hallucinations, severe ataxia, accelerated respirations

50-60 Syncope or coma with intermittent convulsions, tachycardia with a
weak pulse, pallor or cyanosis

60-70 Increasing depth of coma with incontinence (fecal and urinary)

70-80 Profound coma with depressed or absent reflexes, weak thready pulse,
shallow and irregular respirations and complete quiescence

>80 Rapid death from respiratory arrest

* Gosselin RE, Hodge HC, Smith RP, Gleason MN. Clinical toxicology of commercial
products. 4th ed. Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1976.
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The Geography of AIDS in Texas

1980-1982

(7 counties)
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VACCINE-PREVENTABLE DISEASE UPDATE *
Suspected/Confirmed Cases Reported
With Onsets From December 1-14, 1991
Weeks 49-50

Measles Rubella & Pertussis

e TT
l 1 - —
# of Cases 45 of Canen
L B Rubella Pertussis
Summary of Suspected/Confirmed
Cases Reported YTD: * Total cases with onsets during reporting period.

Latest Onset Total This YTD
Date Period Total
MEASLES 12/14/91 3 616
RUBELLA 12/08/91 4 111
PERTUSSIS 12/20/91 1 236
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