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. GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

ANNUAL MEETING 1992

Seotember 11, 12 & 13 in New Braunfels, Texas

REGISTRATION FORM
PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE August 31
Pre-registration cost: $35.00 Late registration: $40.00

Registration includes: Registration, Friday reception at Holiday Inn,
Saturday Banquet, entertainment, programs and dance.

Registration: (by Aug.3l) iNo; of persons __ @ $35.00 §$
(after 8/31) No. of persons __ @ $40.00 $
.Optional: visit to two museums/ price not known at this time

List the name of each person as you want it on the name tag:

Name:
Name:
Address:

Ph:

Make checks payable to: GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
Mail to: prett Becker, Office Manager

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

P O BOX 684171

AUSTIN, TX 78768

(in case of cancellation a $15.00 service fee will be charged)

HOTEL RESERVATION

A block of 75 rooms is being held at the special GTHS rate of $52.00
per night plus tax for 1 to 4 persons occupancy at the

HOLIDAY INN in New Braunfels. DEADLINE Aug. 11, 92
Please reserve early. Mention GTHS when reserving by telephone.

Name : Mail HOTEL RESERVATION to:
Address: _ : HOLIDAY INN

City: St. Zip: 1051 IH 35 E.

Arr. date: . Dep.date: New Braunfels, Texas 78130

512-625-8017 or 800-465-4329
Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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n  EDITOR'S COMMENTS...Mary M. El-Beher

JOURNAL/GENEALOGY EDITORS® JOBS

1 edited and conpiled the JOURNAL/ SUGGES‘”ONS FOR YOUR COMMENT B

NEWSLETSER for 11 years and never
really counted the hours I spent on !
it but this issue I have noticed.

It is fun and the materials are very
interesting but it is a job that

is best done in long blocks of time,
which are hard to find sometimes.
the editing of the Genealogy Section
and the JOURNAL no longer fall in
the volunteer category. These

have became at least part time jobs,
full tine when the deadline is

near. I think it is tiee for the
Society to pay for this service.

THANKS TO

Helga von Schweinits and Anma Yhempson
for supervising the new GTHS office which
is the very old German-American School
building left to us by Kelley Stevens
last November.

Dona Reeves-Marquardt for taking care of
the publication of two new GTHS baoks.
they will be on sale at the meeting in
New Braunfels.

Helgard Subr and her committee for what
Jooks like a great meeting!

~ Predericka DeBerry for getting out lots
news releases for the books and the
neeting.

1ES, TBIS EDITION IS LATE....

I got called to teach summer
school so I did not have as much
tine for my volunteer work.

NEED NE\W INDEX EDITOR

®ho volunteers?

If you are interested,
please send a note to
the office or call.

the classified ads in many
publications are as much fun and as
helpful as the publication itself.

It is a place for members to support
each other in their business endeavors
or to find things they need.

What do you think about having a
"Classified Ad Section" in the GTHS
JOURNAL? Only ads of interest to our
nembers, such as books, genealogy software,
artifact preservation supplies, travel,
guesthouses, tours, antiques, note cards,
paintings, and what else? And perhaps
G7HS members' businesses and places of
interest to our members.

there are many ways to set up a
clasgified section. Ads of equal size for
a set fee. By the inch. By the number of
spaces(letters). the Board would have to
decide how to set it up. The editorial
board or the ad editor could refuse
ads not appropriate for the GTHS Journal,

The noney earned from this could:

1) pay for publication of the JOURNAL;

2) pay for someone to do the genealogy
section of the JOURWAL;

and 3) pay someone to be gemeral editor
to put it together and get it out to

the members.

fhese are major jobs and our

organization is big enough now to pay for
professional services.

I would also suggest that we publish
the JOURMAL 4 times a year and not send out
2 NEWSLEPTER. I volunteer to handle the
campaign for advertising.

Rhat do you think about these
ideas? Let's have some suggestions,

Please call the GTES office at
512-280-3351 or drop a note to the office,

CONDOLENCES

KUDOS

! Our members write about the

the GTHES and JOURKAL:

*1 would like to thank the
Society for helping me with

- ny research paper.” George

J. Cannata(Pt, Worth)

fo Theresa:"Finally, let

pe say that I enjjoy your
colunn very much and believe

it to be most educational. It's
the first thing I read upon

. receiving my JOURNAL!"Harrold

K. Benck{Galveston)

. "I pust share with you the

wonderful jogs and benmefits
I have experienced through the
nerbership in GTHS." Leonora

. Stoll Wolf (New Braunfels)

"I want to compliment you and

all of the staff of German-

feran Heritage Seciety for

your fine publication. Your

spring, 1992 is the most
interesting I have read.”

Edward P. Staley(Muscle Shoals,Ala)

"He gat the latest JOURWAL and
again, compliments on its
beautiful appearance. You
always do a super job."

Dona and Lew Marquardt(Buda)

*...1 enjoy the good reports in
the JOURNAL!" Gertrude Pischer
(New Braunfels)

Harold Jansing, Contributing Hember, San Antenio, on the death of his
daughter, Katherine C.{Kotsie) Jansing, March 25, 1992, in San Antenio.

Lillian Schneider, Charter Member, San Aatonio, on the death of her
husband, Oscar Schneider, April 7, 1992, See notice in Journal.

Predericka DeBerry,Secretary and Publicity Chair, Houston, on the death of
her husband, July 5, 1992, He had a heart attack.

| 1992 in New [Braunlels, Se'pl. 11-13

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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- EDITOR’S COMMENTS.....Mary M. E1-Beheri

BEGINNINGS OF THE GTHS  GENEALOGY AND THERE

In this Issue I an including the first
four pages of the VOLUME I, NUMBER 1
1ssue of the first publication of
the German-Teran Heritage Society.
Here are the names, the ideas, the
cormitments, the challenges that

set forth the basis for the GTES.

It was an unknown, exciting,
anbitious adventure we embarked

upen in those early days.

Now 14 years later we are still

enbarking, committing,and challenging, .

in our pursuits, We may be even more
anbitious because of our many
successes. Perhaps the perspective
of our short history may keep us
avare of our origin and our

goals.

I am teaching children born in the
year that we founded our Society.
This is a sobering facter in my
life. In those days we were the
younger ones, the pioneers in

organiging. Now we are those who have .

done our work and are ready to move
on to other pursuits, thus passing

the torch to others. Change is the

basis of progress.

I went back through all of the old
NEWSLETTERS AKD JOURNALS to see
vhen ve started Theresa's Genealogy
Section and it was in VOLUKE I,
NUMBER 2, July, 1979, Since that
time ghe has not only compiled,
edited and written her 20/30 page
Genealogy Section, but she has
often edited the entire publication.
theresa is the only member of the
GTHS who has been actively involved
in communication with our members
continually(no vacations) since
1979, If we published her Sections
we would have a 7 or 8 hundred

page baok.

I would estimate that she has given

our Society at least 80 hours per issue.

She not only compiles, she also calls
people, asks questions, writes notes,
does research to check out information,
attends meetings, goes to workshops,
and does promotional work. She types
most of her section herself because
many of her queries are bits and

pieces from members.

theresa Gold is a treasure. She has
forgotten more about German-Tezana than
any of us ever knew, She is our best

CERMAN - TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
_ ‘ NEVSLETTER.
o Volme I, Number I. Janua.z-y. 19?9

Front Cover - wtorlal Board

Back Cover - Calendar of Eventa(Anna. ‘mompson)

Back two pages - lembamhip forms

J/\NUARY 7979

lesecosscosesecsnsssHow our Boclety started (uﬂ-ﬂted/xelp/meﬂt Bu dﬂa?)

2.!00.000001000.

30: (XXX}

‘wssWho are the Editorial Board Members of the GTHS?
« «Editorial Comment (Future Issues)

TR sssessssesessGTHS Patrons (Mly Reuniona-l, Members' Pmdeots—l)

Su.n---.-..........GHASSRm COMMENTARIES: Now Topicﬂ and Research P:odects

Glen Iich and Iera Tyler

with GTHS - GTHS Meotings
Bivecessosansnsseses RESEARCH IIBRARIES: The DRT in San Antonio - Marla Watson
Members who will transcribe/translate (Have you seen-books)
9.00-.-;.-0.0.-03-0.. "ROUND TOP III" a poem w “our own" -

T .-..-.............Ara German Texans an ethnic ;sa.n'm(l-!ow to affiliate a club

Iisa Kahn

‘10sssessssesscescsssSharing our comnunities with one anothex - Dona Reeves
Horse Thieves, Mambers' Projecta(2)
Woesececcsercsnssss oSUMMARY ) "MULTICULTURES OF THE SOUTHWEST: A SYMPOSIUM ON

TEXAS GERMANS" Dona Reeves and Glen Iich
12..000000n000sesanssSpocial Thanks (Multilinguals where else but Texas)
13cesecssscessssscessEvents Calendar - Anna 'Ihonpson

1 (X RETE XYY

+ «GENEATOGICAY, INVESTIGATION: interest corner (Members' Projects-B)

1500000000000 e0sasessA BIBLIOGRAFHY FOR THE STUDY OF GERMAN FAMILIES IN THE
SOUTHWEST - Glen lich and Lera Tyler

2000000000 r00s0seees Touching the far corners of Texas: research helpers
Members’ projects(4)

21.-.uun.-.o-.quEB-NDIGES DEUTSCH: the Giddlwslh Gme Area

Joseph Wilson

.22...................Henbem Pro:)eots(s) (Hot off the preaa)
23....-,...-.......-.“0 Conments a Bpeolﬂl handbill

SA GOLD

source for research. Yheresa mever
stops learning, taking courses,

getting new college degrees, and she
has recently learned German, I hope
that all of our readers are as avare
as I an of the good fortune we have

in Theresa's commitment to the

German-Texan Beritage Seciety. Please
thank her. She should get a five-star

Bhrenstern from the GTES!!Y!

NEW BRAUNFELS MEETING

79

The 13th annuol meeting ot the

See Program!
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Robert Robinson-Zwahr is a native Texan of German and Wendish decent. He knowa

It's amaging how he sits out in Lubbock answering all ow

something about everything that has anything to do with German-Texan

culture. Bob is into ethnic studies, genealogy and historical
mover in re-establishing the Cerman-Texan Heritage. For more.than tweaty

accounts the heart and soul of German-Texans today. She is a prime-
years.Dona has sought to form Just such a Society as ours. This year she
was awarded the Natlonal Gosthe Award given by the German Governzent to

preservation.

questions.
Dona Reeves is half German-Russian and half English by birth, but she is by all

an American whose efforts in supporting the German language and culture .

are deemsd outstanding.
Glen lich is a German-Texan born in Comfort. He co-ordinated the SWTSU

helping Glen raise their three children. They are both photography buffs

and collect old photos.

Corman Texans for the Institute of Texan Cultures. He loves taking
S HHHHHNHHHHHHHH
Minotta Altgelt Goyne was born in Fow Braunfels and with a name like Altgelt, she

his friends and relatives on his special tour of Germany.

Lera Tyler is all English, but a Texan., She met her husband Glen lich while thoy
were studying in Vienna., Lera collects, researchss and writes while

Symposium with Dona. Glen has recently finished a new boock about

the editor.

She is researching her

Groos. Family, best known as bankers. Maria still helps make herring salad

1s indeed a proud Gexrman-Texan. She has taught German at UT,Austin,
Arlington, Texas Wesleyan and TCU. Minetta is now happily retired,

enjoying her new grandchild and writing, _
Maria Watson's address tells us something: Yes, she is a San Antonio German-Texan
with the royal blood of King William Street., She is a member of the

every Christmas, an old Groos family tradition.
family., Her special interest is old S.A. buildings.

ng
only

in
is time to
is

it.

e. And if it

d German heri

It

Are you or one nf your neighbors

1p in this activity,

Who writes perfect German and has the
tire to correspond regularly with
German archives, libreries and
individuals interested in our German-
Texan Heritage Society?? Dona
Reoves needs he

contact her....sofort:

Please

German , Alsatien, Swiss, Austrian,

Texan. Ho is ths foremost Texas authority on German-Texan artists,
ng published two bocks and cwrrently working on his third. Pat dabbles

havl

a German-speaking

Russian-German,etc.,and don't know 1t? Janes Patrick McCulre sounds 100% Irish, but Pat is 0% German-Texan and 100%

Every third Texan has

in collecting German-Texan art, old pipes, other artifacts and books.

Pfluger and Klattenhoff families. She keeps the records up-to-date

No ons loves the German-Texan heritage more than Pat. .
Julia Mellentzruch is a German-Texan born in Pflugerville. She is a part of the old

» $2. 0(mozbexs) or $3.00

ty
postage/handling.
at ‘AUSTIN,Texns.

ordered from the Socle

684 for
n July

about George Pfluger, founder of Pflugerville and recently published a new

book about his family.

81
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) Ingrid Kokinda of Germany

is.aeep
* Sometimes it takes coming from
Somewhere else to fully appreciate
what San Antonlo, what Texas,
what, the Urnited® States are all
about. : L
Ingrid Kokinda, from Germany,
came to San Antonio in 1965 as
a young military wife and returned
in 1973, upon her husband’s retire-
ment, as a permanent resident.

She s a strong asset to San An.
tonio as an advocate and Inter-
ter of the city’s soul, whether it
leading a group of Canadians on
a three-state tour (she is now a
free-lance tour director) or intro-
ducing local Upward Bound stu-
dents (as a volunteer at the Insti-
tute of Texan Cultures) to the won-
ders of thelr multicultural heri-
tage. :
. Kokinda's' "first 'femories of
grown-ups being nice to her, a refu-
gee from East to West Germany at
the end of World War II, were
those of U.S. soldiers theré. “I was
about 614 years old, and everything
beautiful, kind and' generous and
good-tasting that happened to us as
children was when the GIs invited
us to Christmas parties.”

In subsequent years she and her

' brother would go to the movies on

Sunday afternoons. Always cow-
boy movies. To this day, driving
through West Texas she sees those
same vistas.

;. In 1965 the Kokindas came to
the United States on a troop ship
leaving from Bremerhaven. Her
relatives waved goodbye, just as
relatives had waved goodbye more
than 100 years before to the Ger-
-man families immigrating to
America.

- Arriving .in New. York harbor,
'f(oklnda arose before dawn to see
her ship move ever so slowly past
the Statue of Liberty. “If you ever

in the heart of

Saturday, July 11, 1992

in your life do a boat trip,” she ad-
vises, “go past the Statue of Lib-
erty, because you feel what those
immigrants must have felt when
they saw the statue welcoming
them.”

Her fantasy that everything in
America was perfect and beautiful
was shattered in New York
Everywhere the wind blew there
was trash. However, having been
told that Fort Sam Houston was
one of the choicest Army assign-
ments in the country, she was not
disappointed. “I think it was meant
for me to come here,” she says.

Her biggest surprise? Learning
that Germans had played a role in
the settlement of Texas. On Satur-
day mornings in '65, her husband
babysat, and Kokinda took the bus
to town, to shop at Joske's he
thought. Actually, she visited the
River Walk, then undeveloped, and
roamed downtown.

Walking around to the Com- -

merce Street side of Joske's (now
Dillard’s) one day, she felt faint
with deja vu. There, tucked into
the building, was a steepled
church, right out of Germany, with
the cornerstone, dated 1868, in-
scribed in German. Whenever she
feels nostalgic for her roots, she
visits St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.

And soon after, she found King
Willlam Street, named for Kaiser
Wilhelm, whose architecture re-
flected a turn-of-the-century Ger-
man neighborhood. Her present-

CALL FOR PAPERS
DEADLINE OCTOBER 15, 1992

S.G.A.S. 17th ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM

APRIL 22-25, 1993

day walking tours of the city in-
clude the church, the King William
area, once called Sauerkraut Bend,
and the Commerce Street bridge,
whose message once read in Ger-
man, English and “Fast
riding across this bridge is prohib-
ited.”

Shortly after her return to San
Antonio in '73, when she was vol-
unteering at the Krueger Middle
School library, the librarian put a
book in her hands. “The most im-
portant book in my life," Kokinda
says. It was “German Seed in
Texas Soil" by Terry Jordan, the
story of German imi ts in
Texas. “And I discovered that the
first man to found a German set-
tlement, Industry (in 1838), came
from Oldenburg, and I am from
Oldenburg. You don't know the
floodgates that opened then, with
that bit of information.”

Now, on Saturdays, she explored
the country roads within a 60-mile
radius of San Antonio. When she
saw German names on mailboxes,
she would wait for a little old man
or woman to come puttering down
the road in a pickup for the mail,
and she would speak to them in
German. “You should see how
their faces lit up.” Kokinda made
many friends, most of whom are
gone now. But she recalls their sto-
ries, their history.

“Talk to the old people,” she im-
plored a class of teachers recently
at the Institute of Texan Cultures,
“because they can tell you stories
of three generations, including
their grandparents.”

In 1975, when she was invited to
become a docent at the institute by
James Patrick McGuire, Kokinda
felt she had found her niche at last.

During a tour of the German-

‘Texas exhibit there last week, she

stopped in front of two photo por-

The GermanTexan Heritage Society and the Capitol Area Group of.the GT. HS
are pleased to host the next symposium of the Society for German Ame-rlcan Studies.
The meeting will be headquartered in the historic landmark of Aus'tm. Texas, the
1857 German Free School, home of the German-lexan Herilagg Society. The sym-
posium will focus on the Southwest: however, papers dealing with other aspects of
German-American Studies are welcomed.

l | PX% S
Express-News
traits. “When I started work at the'
institute, I actually dreamed of
these men,” she admitted. They
were Ferdinand Lindheimer, “the
father of Texas botany,” and Ferdi-
nand von Roemer, a paleontologist
who returned to Germany to write
“Texas,” which was to attract hun-
dreds of Germans to the state.
These and other German intellec-
tuals who came to Texas in the
1800s have become heroes to her.
IShe had never heard of them be-

ore.

“But the Germans who come as
tourists aren't interested in these
people,” she says. “They want to
see the cowboy and Hispanic
Texas.” She takes them to Ban-
dera to visit a dude ranch and to
the missions. “They know their
Texas history inside and out. In
front of the Alamo they almost go
down on their knees and kiss the
ground, because that to them is
b;iiwery. and they are very in awe
of it™

Kokinda returns to Europe of-
ten. Her brother lives in Germany;
her sister in France, so three lan-
guages are spoken at the reunions,
‘My children have very positive
feelings about these countries be-
cause of their relatives. This is
why it is so very important to ex-
change our young people, send
them to Russia, bring the Russians
here. It is the biggest peace work
we can do. They become so much
better citizens.”

To Ingrid Kokinda, the United
States is now home. “There’s
some in this country, you
can't put your finger on it, it sets
you free.” A

Barbara Stanush is an educa-
tional consultant, poet and author
of “Texans: A Story of Texan Cul
tures for Young People.”

Abstracts of scholarly papers for the 1993 symposium may be submitted to: Ms.
Mary El-Beheri, 507 Parland Place, San Antonio, TX 78209 Fax: 512-599-2920.

Paper selection committee: Theodore Gish, University of Houston; Dona Reeves-
Marquardt, Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos; Mary M. El-Beheri, Douglas
MacArthur High School San Antonio. On site arrangements, information about lodg-
ing: Anna Thompson, 2116 Lynbrook, Austin, TX 78748 Tel: 512-282-1933.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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1992 INNEW BRAUNFELS.SEPT.11-13

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY CONVENTION

Committee Members:

Helgard Suhr, 512-625-6330; Florence and David Riedel, 625-2760
Ethel and Carl Saur, 625-0731;Ethel and Barney Canion, 625-8766
Agnes Lehmann, 625-5391;Hildegard & Alfred Brueckner, 625-5206
Clyde Blackmann, 629-1572, (Museum); Lucille Jett 625-3861

Margarete Fields, -625-6853 ; Kurt Lehnhoff , 629-4810
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

ANNUAL MEETING 1992

Seotember 11, 12 & 13Ain New Braunfels, Texas

REGISTRATION FORM
PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE August 31
Pre-registration cost: $35.00 Late registration: $40.00

Registration includes: Registration, Friday reception at Holiday Inn,
Saturday Banquet, entertainment, programs and dance.

Registration: (by Aug.31l) No. of persons __ @ $35.00 §
(after 8/31) No. of persons __ @ $40.00 §
.Optional: visit to two museums/ price not known at this time

List the name of each person as you want it on the name tag:

Name:
Name:
Address:

“Ph:

Make checks payable to: GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
Mail tO: prett Becker, Office Manager

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

P O BOX 684171

AUSTIN, TX 78768

(in case of cancellation a $15.00 service fee will be charged)

HOTEL RESERVATION

A block of 75 rooms is being held at the special GTHS rate of $52.00
per night plus tax for 1 to 4 persons occupancy at the

HOLIDAY INN in New Braunfels. DEADLINE Aug. 11, 92
Please reserve early. Mention GTHS when reserving by telephone.

Name: Mail HOTEL RESERVATION to:
Address: : HOLIDAY INN

City: . St. 21p: 1051 IH 35 E. ‘

Arr. date: Dep.date: New Braunfels, Texas 78130

512-625-8017 or 800-465-4329
Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Seciety
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85
TENTATIVE PROGRAM

Priday, September 11, 1992

4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

7:00 -10:00 p.m.

Registration at HOLIDAY INN and Reception
Get together at BAVARIAN VILLAGE or GRUENE HALL

Saturday, September 12, 1992

Registration (Exhibits and Sales in Sunshine Room)
Opening Addresses:

Greetings from Convention Committee

Welcome by:von Maszewski, President

Consulate General, Lufthansa, Goethe Institute
City or County Officials from N.B.

Everett Fey/ Ann Rogers: First Families of N.B.
Barney Canion: Ferdinand Lindheimer

Vernon W. Strey: Genealogy

Sieglinde Sch&n Smith: Sister Hummel & new museum

LUNCH on your own
Holiday Inn, Luby's, Smokehouse, Kettle Restaurant

Dr. Meredith McClain: Karl May

Dr. Ted Gish: Hermann Seele

Ethel Saur: Rev.and Mrs. Ervendberg-Orphanage
Mike O'Dowd & Dr. Johnson: Liickenbach, Texas
General Meeting and Election of Board Members
W.M.v. Maszewski: S8rgel/Sojourn in Texas 1846-47
Rodney Koenig: Leave Your German Mark

German films or videos at the Hotel or

Visit to new Hummel Museum and Lindheimer Haus

JOHN NEWCOMBE'S TENNIS RANCH : BANQUET
Get together - cash bar

Meeting: President von Maszewski

Awards and presentation of new officers
Sing-a-long with Ed Kadlecek

Performance by N.B. Folk dancers

Dance music by Ed Kadlecek and the Village Band

13, 1992 HOLIDAY INN

Breakfast Meeting for Board Members
Breakfast for Convention Visitor on your own
Exhibits 'and Sales

Devotional Service by Fred Fey, Deacon
Barron Schlameus: Baetge in Russia and Texas
Agnes Lehmann: S8ngerbund and Schiitzenverein
Herb Skoog: Oral History

Clyde Blackman: Adelsverein, Mainz 1842

Bill Stein: The German Draft Revolt
Convention adjourns

8:00 - 6:00 p.m.
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
9:30 - 9:50 a.m.
10:00- 10:20 a.m.
10:30- 10:50 a.m.
11:00- 11:20 a.m.
11:30- 1:00 p.m.
1:00 - 1:20 p.m.
1:30 - 1:50 p.m.
2:00 - 2:20 p.m.
2:30 - 2:50 p.m.
N 3:00 - 3:30 poma
3:30 - 5:00 p.m,
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. BREAK
6:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. DINNER
7:30 - 8:00 p.m.
8:00 - 8:15 p.m.
8:15 - 8:30 p.m.
8:30 - 10:30 p.m.
Sunday, September
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 - 12:00
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
9:30 - 9:50 a.m.
10:00- 10:20 a.m.
. 10:30- 10:50 a.m.
11:00- 11:20 a.m.
11:30~ 11:50 a.m.
12:00

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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GERMAN-TEXAN HEﬁITAGE SOCIETY
EXHIBITOR AND SALES RESERVATION FORM
FOR THE
NEW BRAUNFELS CONVENTION

September 11, 12, 13,1992

Please reserve —==—=—=-- table(s) for:

Name:

Adress:

Phone : Area ( ) R I .

I1f company, owner or représentative's name:

( ) Non- Members: $25.00 per table.....ccccceee.$
( ) Members: lst table, no charge......ccecc....$ 00.00
Additional tables, $25.00 each.....cccccceen
Please return with the necessary payment for table(s) to:
German Texan Heritage Society
Helgard Suhr
8 Mission Drive

New Braunfels, Texas 78130
512-625-6330

Signature

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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| GEmN -TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

ROOM LAYOUT

CONVENTION 1992
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*  TRAVELSIN

By Hermann Seele (

Presented by TED GISH, PhD

The home of Hermann Seele, 1864, built on the location which is now 361
W. San Antonio Street.

Pastor and Mrs. L.C. Ervendberg established the Protestant
Church in New Braunfels. Concurrently they made a home for themselves,
their five children and nineteen orphans whose parents died during

the long sea voyage from Germany or on the difficult trip overland

from Endiancla.

Presented by ETHEL SAUR

ORPHANS WITH ERVENDBERGS

Augustina Bitter Heinrich Kreikenbaum Carolina Schucssler Friedrich Weber

Daniel Fromme Franzeska Lange ’ Mane Stendebach Heinnch Weber

Chnstian Guenther Louise Lange Fredenck Walter Johann Wessinger

Wilhelmine Koether Lizenie Schmidt George Walter

William Kretzer Naulic Schmidt Peter Walter 50-‘-\"0#‘4&)1

ﬂ-;kf

JOHN NEWCOMBE'S

TENNIS RANCH
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‘German roots running

deep in New Braunfels

By MARK WARNKEN
City Editor

The fall of the Berlin Wall in
late 1989 pointed out to one local
immigrant just how widely New
Braunfels is recognized for its
German
character.

“When
the wall
fell, tele-
vision sta-
tions from
Dallas,
Houston
and Austin
- and
naturally
San  An-
tonio, too — came to New
Braunfels to interview Germans,
including me, but I know that
they have thousands of German
natives there,” said Helgard Suhr,
who came to New Braunfels from
Germany in the early 1960s.

Suhr, vice president of the
statewide German-Texan Heri-
tage Society, is active in the local
German-American Society, serv-
ing in the past as president for
eight years. The 200-member
German-American  Society,
founded in 1978, promotes Ger-
man culture and language in New
Braunfels and Comal County.
The organization subsequently
spawned two related organi-
zations, the German Folkdancers
and the Marsch-und-Wander-
gruppe walking club.

New Braunfels’ strong German
character is widely recognized
throughout the state, nation and
‘even world, and many traditions

Suhr

brought from Europe by the .

area’s German settlers still thrive
today, Suhr said.

“Some people think that there
is not that much German here
anymore, but I think there's a lot.
But throughout Texas, whenever
something is German, the first
thought that comes to their minds
is New Braunfels. It is well-
known for its German character,”
Suhr said.

Many outsiders, of course,
know New Braunfels because of
its German-flavored Wurstfest
celebration each fall. Other less-
visible aspects of the commu-
nity's rich German heritage
include the widespread playing of
Skat, a card game that originated
in Germany, and nine-pin bowl-
ing, Suhr said.

German nine-pin bowling, as
opposed to the standard 10-pin
variety in the United States, is an
activity widely enjoyed by small
bowling clubs throughout Comal
County, Suhr said.

“I have friends who, if they
have several activities scheduled
for one night and one of them is
bowling, everything else doesn't
count,” Suhr said.

Spoken German is still
commonly heard here, she said,
although some English words are
used o name such things as cars,
air-conditjoners and television,
that came into being after the area
was settled in the 1840s,

“When I go to Wuest’s
(supermarket), I hear German.
I"'m surprised to hear the older
people speaking German to each
other,” she said.’

“I am proud of the fourth-
generation Texans who still speak

German,” Suhr said. “I have
friends who came here after
World War
II, and they
hardly speak
German any-
more, and
their child-
ren don't
speak Ger-
man at all,” ST

The Ger- °
man-American Society organizes
German summer schools for-
children and German language
classes for adults, Suhr said.
Also, the society sponsors the
annual Maskenball costume party
and produces a weekly one-hour
radio show featuring German
music. !

The society also brings German
cultural arts performances to New
Braunfels, including jazz groups,
choirs, orchestras and singers,
Suhr said.

Other activities include
working closely with the German
consulate in Houston and the
embassy in Washington, D.C.
The society has even held a
dinner for the German ambas-
sador, she said.

The society also gives lhree
college scholarships each year,
raising the money through a
Wurstfest booth.

Also, the German-American
Society promotes the commu-
nity's relationship with its sister
city, Braunfels, Germany. This
has included organizing a
reception for the visiting Braun-
fels mayor and finding homes for
Woursifest visitors from Braunfels
10 stay in, Suhr said.

Ihmzrm

b

The Adelsverein, also known as the Society for the

Protection of German Immigrants in Texas, was

Presented by CLYDE BLACKMAN

organized at Biebrich on the Rhtne. The group con-

sisted of some ngarsightet
noble mlention

Europe

who could g
secure mark
until they were able to take care of themselves,

Unfortunately, the noblemen underestimated both the .’
numbers of potential immigrants and their needs. Sur-
vivors of the eight-week sea voyage occasionally were * - -
left on the beaches without cover, food or transporta- .-

tion to the inland settlements.

Still. Adelsverein settlements, including 'dew
Braunfels and Fredericksburg, prospered. More than
7.000 immigrants came to Texas between 1844 and 1847,
and 20,000 more came between that time and 1860.

German noblemen with the
ﬁl‘ erwding in Central
r aim to Secure {ree land for those
non¢in Eurape, help them get to Texas,
for their goods and take care of them

1845-

More than 5,000 settlers to be sent by the Adelsverein
begin arriving in Texas, with 1.000 winding up in
Fredericksburg. Several hundred died from cholera,

bad water and the hardships of a long ship voyage,

stranded on the beach at Indianola or struggling
overland without the aid of draught animals.

But New Braunfels grew into the biggest German set-
tlemert in Texas. outstripping earlier colonies in Austin

and Fayette counties. Hospital sheds were buill for the
ill, and men put up solid little homes in town.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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AMERIKA WOCHE 11. April 1992

Mit Winnetou zum Weltrekord

Deutschiand _erinnart an den Abenteuer-Autor Karl May

Dresden (INP) — Deutschland
chrie in diesem Jahr seinen
meistgelesenen, meistgedruck-
ten und meistibersetzten
Schriltsteller anléfllich seines
150. Geburtstages am 25.

Februar. Dessen Bacher sind in .

rund 80 Millionen Exemplaren
und in 30 Sprachen verkauft
worden. Sein ungeheurer ge-
" schaftlicher Erfolg. der sich
noch immer in nach seinen
Biichern gedrehten Filmen und
in regelmaRig stattfindenden
Festapielen fortsetzt, heschif-
tigt die literarische Forschung.
Sein Nome: Karl May, von
Beruf Volksachullehrer. Die
Bacher. die ihn zum Auflagen-
Imperator machten, sind.von

ihm ..Reiseerzdhlungen' ge--

nannte Romane., die haupt-
sachlich unter den Indianer-
stammen Nordamerikas oder
im Vorderen Orient spielen.
Regeisterie Leser sind nicht
nur traditionell seit Jahrzehn-
ten Jungen und auch Méadchen
im Schulalter, sondern dazu
hekannten sich auch Manner
wie Theodor Heuss. der erste

republik Deutschland. Albert

oder Autoren wie Hermann
Hexxe, Franz Werfel und Tho-
mas Mann. Der Philosoph Fimst
Bloch nannte Karl May den
..Shakespeare der Jungen®, Im-
mer neue Biographien werden
Gher den Mann geschriehen,
dessen Oeuvre von trivialster
Hefichen-Literatur his zu tief-
grindigen surrealistischen
Symholromanen  reicht und
dessen ..Historisch-Kritische

Gesamtausgahe™. auf 99 Bande

angelegt, erxt jetzt erscheint.

Wer war er? Der Sohn eines
armen Wehers im sachsischen
Darf Hohenstein-Ernstthal war’

" his_zu scinem funften Lehens-
jaht blind. Der begabte Schiiler
" geriet, als er am Fnde seiner
Lehreraushildung stand. aux
finanzieller Not auf dle schiefe
Rahn.

Seine kleinen Diebereien
und nicht ganz so harmlosen
Betrigereien und Hochstape-
leien hrachten ihm in der -Ju-
gend durch drakonische Richter
rund acht Jahre in Strafanstal-
ten ein. Allen Taten gemeinsam
ist ein Uberschuf an Phantasie.
ein Aufwand an Verkleidungs-
und Verstellungskunst und ein
stets lacherlich kleines Frgeb-
nix finanzieller Art. Frste ver-
offentlichte Erzahlungen sind
Humoresken und Dar{geachich-
ten, dann nimmt ein Kolpor-
tage-Verleger Karl May in seine
Dienste, und hei der Ahfassung

unendlich umfangreicher und . " us
“wesen und 3fters auch inden:;:
“jenigen asiatischen.. und _alri-

konfuser Foartsetzungsromane

.unter so0 bezeichnenden Titel

wie ..Waldroschen, oder die
Verfolgung rund um die F.rde™

und ..Deutsche Herzen — deut-,

sche Helden" findet Karl May
sein Metier.

In seinen nun niedergeschrie- -

henen..Reiseerzahlungen* sind
Jdealgestalten wie Old Shatter-
“hand. Kara Ben Nemsi und der
..edle Wilde". der Indianer-

Bundesdprasident der Bundes- - hiuptling Winnetou. die Leit-

* bilder. Der immense Bekannt-

Schweitzer. Albert Finstein " heitsarad seiner Bicher unter

Titeln wie ..Durch die Wiste™.

Binde ..Winnetou”. ..Im Land
des Mahdi* und ..Old Sure-
hand" wurde unterstiitzt durch

. die Ich-Form der Erzahlung. die

dem Leser ein Selhsterleben
suggerierte, In Wahrheit hatte
Karl May die fernen Lander
vorher nie gesehen. ..Weltrei-
sen" erst ah seinem 58. Lehens-

jahr unternommen. als_er zu .

Gield gekommen war. .

DaR er aber seine schon zu
Lehzeiten zwei Millionen starke
Leserxchaft nicht nur im Glau-
hen gelassen hatte. er selbst sei
diexer Rambho-Vorgianger Old
Shatterhand- und Kara Ben
Nemsi, der alle Sprachen spre-
che. alle Sportarten heherrsche.
alle haxen Menschen spielend
austricksen kénne." wurde ihm

. kanischen_Lindern, wo er :!ie

g..i'?(;"erthrezinlugnlgz. ?,lsﬁl:l&:'\{ ;‘:‘i die Deutsche Bundespoxt eine
..Der Schatz im Silhersee™. drei .1y "

- tionen ein bleibendes Denkmal
gesetzt.” :

iihel genommen. als durch eine .

Pres:ekampnzne die Wahrheit Mav-Fans. Nach der deutsfhgn
ans Licht kam. Die Jahre ..auf Teilungvon 1945 war auch heim
Weltreisen'. eigentlich die in Inventar eine Tgﬂung erlolm.'»o
Haft. schadeten dem Ruf dex daR zum Beispiels der Schreib-

T tisch des Schrifistellers heute in
nun schon herithmten Mannes i hers steht, wohin "Jor 1060

3 < v h. Bam r N !
:‘ecl';:- iznwae‘;g:::r ge&b::‘:i’“ nach :\ eimen geflichtete k:_n;l;,
e \av-Verlag gezogen war. Fu
auch zusammenzudichten, ge- °. - G ,
scheitert.. Selhst als 1909 in die Funktionsre der DDR war

. der Autor in seiner .Villa
einer_heute nur noch schuer Shatterhand™ ein ..hiwrgerlich:

verstandlichen Weise gegen ihn " : )
foi h dekadenter” Abweichler gewe
poemier. wrde. jedentalt LC0"e ) Cochwing am ave
“Tisch lagen, hielt er zu seinef '\:rﬂf:m“c:":l’;ﬁ‘:' eits H.!.lil)R-
Verxion: ..Karl May 3“ mehr als - o hatxhewuBtsein” mit Fiinne-
ze}l nmg!s n den frenmﬁten S rung an das historische und
Staaten,”in_Kanada™ usw: g€ . ;i qlle Frhe zu schaffen.

" Jenseits aller Querelen und
1 der Diskussionen um den Wert
. ader Unwert von Karls Mayvx
‘3 Bochern hat sich der beixpiel-
£ Jose Aufstieg des Vielschreibers
. - 7um meistgelesenen Jugendau-
* Mochten sich auch viele von ‘tar seiner Zeit vol}zogen. 20
ihm abwenden —- die Jugend. ' dem sich — sonst gihe ex zum

Studien’ zu seinen Reise
lungen zu machen hatte.!’.2;

2.

der er mit seinen fl‘riumereien " Beispiel keine Karl-May-Ge-’

vom Edelmenschen, der den
Gewaltmenschen ~ bexiegt, he-
geistert hatte. hielt treu zu ihm.
Und diese Jugendlichen wurden
Erwachsene und- blieben bei

_sellschaft™* mit Jahreskongres-,
sen und Jahrbiichern — auc
immer die FErwachsenen he-
kannten. 19R7 — ex war 79
Jahre-nach seinem Tode — gab

‘Dresden, wo er lange gewohnt Karl-May-Briefmarke hera‘us.

hatte, “starb.” roll an seinem..7,  coiner unihersehbaren
‘Grahe der aus .USA angereifte ' oLy konnte Karl Mav heute
Indianerhauptling White Horse -, 01 die Leute zahlen. die ihm
‘Eagle gesagt haben: ..Du hast : ,.i ceinen Prozensen immer das
-unserem sterbenden Volk im y open wo schwer machten: Vor-
Herzen. der Jugend aller Nn-. sitzender der Karl-Mav-Gesell-
“schaft ist der Hamburger Pro-
* fossor far Strafprozefrecht und
. L . Allgemeine Rechtstheorie Claus
~2 Heute ist Karl Mays Wohn-, Rexin. - - :
“haus.in Radebeul, das wahrend
* der DDR-Jahre lange Zeit Kin-
derheim war,-wieder Museum.
-und mit seinen wertvollen in-
: dianischen - Sammlungen  Pil-"
wgerstatte allerjurigen und alten*

Eberhard Nitschke
. (IN-Press)

Presented by MEREDITH MCCLAIN,PhD

Presented by BARRON SCHLAMEUS

BAETGE~ His life in Russia and Texas

Carl Friedrich Baetge was born in Germany i
: ] y in 1805. He was ed -
ted there as a civil engineer and is said to have been fluent i:ca

seven languages.
a railroad from St.

In the early 1840's he was commissioned to bui
Petersburg in Imperial Russia, povtes

420 miles south

to Moscow. This was to connect i i
to Mo W, This wa the Winter Palace of 1050 rooms with

Mr. ar_xd Mrs. Baetge came to New Braunfels in

éat.:er built a beautiful home on the Demijohn Benégggnzﬁdag‘;\o/eyears

dqu.thsons Valley. When the Canyon Dam was built the structure was

ismantled and rebuilt at Conservation Plaza in New Braunfels
Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society ) )
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92 GENEALOGY

The Genealogical Research on the
Strey family has spawned twenty
additional family histories.
Sixteen of the twenty family histo-
ries are available at the
Sophienburg Museum and Archives
for research.

The speaker will explain how he
got srated and where he is today
in his research in Texas and in
Germany.

Presented by VERNON STREY

Presented by BILL STEIN

The German Draft Revolt

The Germans who came to Texas did not approve of having
slaves. Instead, the family provided the labor needed to
farm and ranch their vroperty. When it became necessary for
Texas to decide whether to be a slave or free state the
Germans were in a guandary.

German-Texans were given the choice to join the Confe-
deracy or leave Texas. A group of Comfort Germans while
leaving the State were murdered on the way to Mexico at the
Battle of the Nueces.

A similar confrontation occured in Colorado County and
will be the topic of Bill Stein's speech.

Presented by MIKE O'DOWD and SHEILA JOHNSON, PhD

Looking at Luckenbach-

through the eyes of a German Texan born in 1970.
Meine Mutter, ihre Eltern, ihre Grosseltern und Urgross-
eltern sind alle in Luckenbach geboren und aufgewachsen.

True tales of my families involvement with Luckenbach
have always been part of our shared heritage:

From Jakob Brodbeck, who flew around the fields of Lu-
ckenbach and Fredericksburg in the 19th century to the
Luckenbach town center - my great grandparents General store,
post office,&dance hall,to father Schneider, family friend
and confidant to President Johnson.

As the first generation who had to learn German at the
university, I want to share some of this past as well as some
thoughts about Luckenbach's future with you.

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL
in

NEW BRAUNFELS

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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TO PIQUE YOUR INTEREST

Gesangverein "Echo”

Am 25. Juni 1894 fanden sich eine Anzah]
sangeslustiger Minner zusammen und
griindeten den Gesangverein Echo. Die
Griindungsmitglieder des Vereins waren
Herman E. Dietel, C. Gehren, Ad. Stein,
0. H. Deutsch, A. Holz, F. Andrae, F. Koh-
- lenberg, Theo. Staats, C. Eiband, W. Tays,

W. Streuer, F. Hoffmann, Geo. Henne, Hil-
mar Fischer, P. Lengen, A. Mueller, Theo.
Babel, A. Hoffmann, H. Floege, W. Nuhn,
A. Buchberg, W. Ludwig, und H. Babel.

In der darauf folgenden Versammlung
des Vereins wurden die ersten Beamten
gewiihlt C. Gehren, Prisident; H. Floege,
Vize-Priisident; F. Andrae, Sekretir und
Schatzmeister; und Herman E. Dietel, Diri-
gent.

1853

Singing groups from all over South and West Texas
met in New Braunfels for the first Staats Saengerfest.
The Germania singing society had been founded locally
in 1850, and it was joined at the sangerfest by clubs '
from San Antonio, Austin and as far away as
Galveston.

The New Braunfels Marksmen Club (S i {

L . chuetzenverein) organized July 4, 1849
zt;lrkerf its 119th King Shoot, July 4, 1968. Member with highest sc%re, at the
‘ July shoots is named king for the year. The practice was kept up by the

ourteen charter members even during Civil War years. With the powder

gg;c;(t;_rflén tsh_ose ngg each memc.iber was allowed one shot to determine who
. Since , wives and sisters of members have b

members, and do some competitive sharp shooting. come associate

Presented by AGNES LEHMANN

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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The Mystery of the New Braunfels Map !

94
by Everett A, Fey

Lo 22
und der dabei angekauften Lindereien.

Mﬂ e aufm-tm 90 @Lﬂyn Enf 3'thiﬂt
von CARL PRINZ :u SOLMS.

Alonlistanh W08 Horws ewf dav Tdl
I —

The above map is an interesting one, found in the book "Texas 1844-1845" by Carl, Prince of Solms-
Braunfels, At first glance it seems like a very early map of New Braunfels. The Plaza, along with the
early streets in town, are clearly indicated. Also shown are several points of interests along with their
descriptive names.

The boundaries of the tract are identical to the maps of the Veramendi Tract which Prince Solms
wanted to purchase for the New Braunfels "way station" to the Verein's settlement area near the waters
of the San Saba and Llano Rivers. As the inscription states, the major part of the map with its
boundaries, forests, creeks and rivers was probably drawn by Colonel Hays, the Texas Ranger who
himself had led surveying expeditions in the Texas Frontier.

However the details of the town itself were probably added by Prince Solms himself (as the caption
by the title hints). On closer scrutiny, this appears to be a glamorized map of how Prince Solms wanted
to present the new settlement in Texas to his peers back home in Germany!

Note the dominance of the Sophienburg Fortress high on a hill overlooking the tiny village. With
careful detail, the fortress, named after his beloved Sophia, sits on a high mesa which slopes down on
all four sides to the valley below.

Prince Solms has accurately drawn the "neue strasse" (San Antonio St.) from the "Alter Weg"
(Nacogdoches Road) to the main plaza. However the rest of the town's streets shown on the map are
impossible to reconcile with the early layout of the settlers' lots. Note that what appears as Seguin
Street runs from the main plaza to the Guadalupe Crossing. That is accurate but it should meet San
Antonio Street at the plaza at a 45 degree angle not a 90 degree angle! This sets up a suspicion for all
the town streets--none have any historic basis! The only valid roads may be the "one line" trails drawn
in the forests showing the excursions Prince Solms took on horse back to explore the region as he noted
in his Tenth Report.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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Next, look at the three buildings. The Protestant Church is shown on one of the roads crossing the
Comal Creek. Because the waterways are not drawn to any accurate scale, it is difficult to decipher
where he placed the church, but it does appear to be in the large acre lot granted to Nicolaus Zink for
. his services to the Verein. In all probability Reverend Ervendberg had already received his own lot from
the Verein when Prince Solms left New Braunfels in May...s0 why was his church drawn in by the river

and not nearer the Sophienburg where it should be? o5

= More plausible reasoning can be found for his placing the Catholic Church near "Seguin St." and the
Lindheimer Botanical Gardens (which may be "suggested" by the drawing of smaller trees along the
River). George Wenzel and his son Ignatz (both Catholics) were credited by tradition for arranging for
a priest to celebrate the first Mass at their home. George and Ignatz drew lots in that section of town.
Perhaps Prince Solms remembered their dedication when he left the community in May, even though a
priest could not have already visited the town by that time.

No reason is known at present for his placing the "hospital” where he did. This is where the
Zinkenberg (the stockade) was located. It is one building Prince Solms should have been most familiar
with. In his Tenth Report back home he states "I had an encampment erected on a bluff overlooking the
Comal Creek". Since the German word "hospitalier" can mean a "knight", perhaps he used "hospital” in
a looser sense to signify the community's fortress.

Finally Prince Solms states, in his Tenth Report, that he is enclosing a map of the land "as attached
to the purchase contract”. That may well have been the map from which this one was copied and added
to as the caption states. Also the print and workmanship of this map, as we have it reproduced here,
seems to require more workmanship than was available on the frontier. A very interesting map,

amazingly accurate if while studying it, one also reads the entire Tenth Report...for sure this is the
earliest attempt to put New Braunfels on the map!

"Un-Word" of 1991: "Foreigner-free" n.MC

Plaque will

everal months ago, we reported on an all-German campaign by the
: Society for the tscfe g;r

rman Language (Gesellschaft fiir deu ) to
determine the "Un-Word of the Yeat. 1991," a campaign that was described commemorate
by the chairperson of the society’s Frankfurt chapter, Horst Dieter
Schlosser, as an effort to draw attention to "thoughtless, often inhumane former school

- and cynical language use” ., Theresponse was
considerable, with 366 submissions received by the jury, a committee of

scholars and linguists. Now, after due deliberation, the jury has awarded A plaque describing the history

of the German-English school

the dubious distinction of "Un-Word of the Year" to the word Auslinderfrei,
or "foreigner-free"; among all submissions, it was found to most strikingly
demonstrate "inhumane language usage.”

The second-place "un-word" was durchrasste Gesell , a word creation
that suggests a racially "impure” society and that was attributed by the
Frankfurter Rundschau newspaper to Bavarian Minister of the Interior Ed-
mund Stoiber (CSU). Intelligente Waffensysteme ("smart weapons systems"),
which came in third, was cited by the jury for indicating "a lack of sen-
sitivity." This was followed by two terms associated with the employment
situation in eastern Germany, Personalentsorgung ("disposal of personnel”)
and Warteschleife ("holding pattern”), which refers to a grace period beforean
actual layoff; both were cited for a "?mical attitude toward the fear of layoffs
and unemployment of thousands o workir:f people in the five new states.”

The words that appeared most frequently among the submissions were
Ossi and Wessi, mildly derogatory terms for eastern and western Germans.
A related word, Besserwessi, or "know-it-all Wessi" was chosen late last year
as the society’s "Word of the Year,” a word found to be "most characteristic®
iof a given year , ~ ~ " Quite a few people, however,
! thought that Besserwessi had won the wrong contest and more properly

belonged among the "un-words.” Another frequent submission was Abwick-
lung, a term used to denote the of liquidating eastern German firms.
Abwickdung, however, has officially ceased to exist; the trustee agency
charged with privatizing former East German state holdings found it too
blunt and initiated a campaign of its own to replace it with a more positive
term. The winner: "reconstruction” ~~

buildings at 419 S. Alamo Street
will be presented to the Plaza San
Antonio Hotel, current owner of
tllxe buildings, at 10:30 a.m. on Apri}
11

The plaque is to be presented by
former students of the old San An-
tonio Junior College, which occu-
;l:;gtli the buildings from 1925 to

The building was completed in
1859 and was known as the Ger-
man-E school It closed in
1897, and was re-opened six years
later as the George Brackenridge
Grammar School. That school
closed in 1923, and the structure
was then used as Thomas Nelson
Page Junior High School until 1925.

A short program is to be pre-
sented, and all members of the San
Antonio Junior College classes of
1925 to 1951 are invi
218 gt T o A

on y
:l;% more information, mlrrgm-

—
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96 GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY EDUCATIONAL AWARDS
College Awards

This is the third year educational awards were given on the college level. Outstanding
German students at the following institutions were awarded copies of Biesele's The History

of the German Se in Texag: 1831-1861, or membership and subsoription to the
Journal for 1992:
University of Houston: University of Texas at Austin:
Book: Gloria Howard Book: Cynthia K. Muth
Membersh. :Frank Schulte-Ladbeck Membersh.:Thomas A. Reece
Texas Lutheran College, Seguin: Angelo State Univ., San Angelo:
Book:John Durst Book:Patrioia Hickson
Membersh. :Jeff Gushwa Membersh. : James MoNew

Junior Hi an Award

We are pleased to announce the GTHS Education Award winners in the Junior Historian writing
oontest, a program for Junior and Senior High-school students administered by The Texas

State Historical Association. According to a letter received from David De Boe, Director
of Educational Services...

"First place ($100) went to Jennifer Wilson a student at Hallsville Junior High who wrote
on ‘German Settlers: Contributors to Texas History.' Kerry Carter from Pine Tree Junior
High in Longview won second place ($50) for her essay entitled 'The Influence of German

Immigrants on Texas.' Both essays should make excellent articles in next year's Texas
Hi iap "

Sponsors of all Junior Historian chapters, who are primarily social studies teachers, were
offered copies of GTHS' own publication, Har -and Regis of German-Texan Heritage
edited by W. M. Von-Maszewski, to help students find German-Texan topics for next year'e
writing contest.

My name is Irma Schweninger, and I am the president of the Damenchor
in San Antonlo, Texas. My good friend and fellow singer, Merva
Pankratz told me to please send you our calendar of events for your
information to have.

Thank you for giving us this opportunity and maybe you will find
something newsworthy from our club.

Our ladies do celebrate one of the biggest events of the year,
that Is “Fasching® in February. We enlarged our garden facility
and can now accomedate quite a large crowd. Every third Friday of
the month during June, July, August, Sept. & October, we have
gardenconcerts. Everything is German. Should you like to know

of anything that I might be of help to you, please contact me.

Thank you.

BEETHOVEN MAENNERCHOR/ DAMENCHOR

Sincerdly yours, 1992 CALENDAR

. rfest
Texas Folklife Festival gttog? 10

SMtrna \:£;4é&“ﬁm4’7 & August 6,7,8,9 : .

Irma Schweninger, Pres Gcartenfest

Beethoven Damenchor Gartenkonzert Nov 20

422 Perelda Aug 21, Sept. 18

King Willlam District

: t
San Antonio, Texas 78210 Beethoven Band Christmas Concer
1]

Gebirgs Saengerfe§t Dec. 9
Oct. l4(San Antonio)
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GTHS CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS AND LIBRARIES
FROM 2/11/92-6/4/92

GTHS CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS AND LIBRARIES
FROM 2/11/92-6/4/92

Nane City state Name City State
ADKINS, OR CHARLES F & BILLY BEAUNONT X AATTERN, NR/MRS HICHAEL & it o
ADLER, ANITA FORT WORTH X
NERRELL, CRES & CYNTHIA LUBBOCK X
BECKER, MR/NRS ERNST D AUSTIN X
HEURER, HR/MRS HUGO AUSTIN X
BECKERNANN, MR/MRS FRED B BRENHAM X
NICHAEL, MARIAN AUSTIN X
BIEGERT, ERWIN K & LYDIA E DICKINSON X
NICKLITZ, KARL N BROOKSHIRE 0
BOEHL, BEVERLY GARLAND T MILLER, ESTHER L DALLAS X
BOHMFALK, DR STANLEY W FREDERICKSBURG X ’
NELSON, ROBERTA HOUSTON X
BRAEUTIGAN, DAVID WILLIAM ARLINGTON it
NESBITT MEMORIAL LIBRARY COLUNBUS X
BRENDLE, JOHN E FORT WORTH X ,
0'BRYANT, TINA SALGE COFFEYVILLE s
BURKHARDT, MINNIE DENISON Y
CHAMBERS, ELLADEAN RUPERT KINGSLAND X PAILLIPR,, ELEXN WEDEAEIEN HOUSTON I
ey oo oLt iy QUIRING, STANLEY & DARLENE SUGAR LAND X
ENGELKING, MR/MRS RUDOLPH A SEALY X :}E:;Eﬁﬁogﬁs&nm RAYHOND ;2??”5 CHRISTI ::
ESCHBERGER, ALVIN & ADELINE ELGIN K RITTINANN, FERDYNE K NEW BRAUNFELS T
ETLINGER, JOSEPHINE SEGUIN X
ROLL, ROXIE STAFFORD X
FALTIN, AUGUST CONFORT X
SCHARF, IRENE F HELOTES X
FROEHNER, ESTELLE CosT I SCHREINER COLLEGE KERRVILLE X
FT WORTH PUBL LIB, GENEALOGY DPT  FORT WORTH X
SCHROEDER, MARIE GRACE SEGUIN X
GERMAN HERITAGE PARK, INC SAN ANTONIO X
SCHULTZ, MR/MRS VERNON C SAN ANTONIO X
GERMAN-ANERICAN CLUB / FORT WORTH  FORT WORTH X
SCHUTZ, THEODORE J LA GRANGE it
GERSBACH, LELAND TEMPLE X
SCHWETHELN, MS PENNY 5AN ANTONIO TX
GISH, THEODORE 6 HOUSTON X
SEIDEL, EDMUND 0 SAN ANTONIO X
GLUSING, BEN # KINGSVILLE X
SEIDENAN, CHARLES K AUSTIN X
HAK, CLYDE HONDO X
HAND, MRS PATSY DEARMAN VICTORIA X SEIFERT, LESTER W J HADISON M
' SOPHIENBURG MUSEUN & ARCHIVES NEW BRAUNFELS T
HARREL, CLAUDIA B KINGSVILLE X
STANLEY, MARY L HOHLT HOUSTON X
HEGAR, WRS LUCILLE B SAN ANTONIO X
s Rgadean ot o STATE HIST SOCIETY of WI MADISON m
, TEXAS WENDISH HERITAGE MU LIBRARY  GIDDINGS X
HENSKE , ELNO J LA NARQUE X
THIELENANN, WR/MRS W G CARLOCK IL
HIERHOLZER, E J FLORESVILLE X
UECKER, JERALD GERMANTOWN M
HOLLOWAY, MR/NRS JESSE E ROCKDALE X
UTSA LIBRARY, SERTALS OEPT SAN ANTONIO X
HOPE, ANNA MARIE JARISCH KINGSVILLE X
MEBER, REV. R BRENHAN X
HUFFHINES, DR ROBERT A DALLAS 1 MEEDIN, MRS ELEANOR F SAN ANTONIO X
INSTITUTE OF TEXAN CULTURES LIB SAN ANTONIO X '
WEISS, INGRID R AUSTIN X
JOCKUSCH, JOHN SEALY SAN ANTONIO X
WENDT, H EOHARD HOUSTON X
JOHNSON, ROX ANN AUSTIN X
WHITE, SHIRLEY BEAUNONT X
JORDAN, JR, MR & MRS GEORGE R HOUSTON X
WILSON, PAULINE MCANELLY SAN ANTONIO X
KAISER, BILLY J & BETTY AUSTIN i 7UCH, MR/MRS HOWARD W SUGAR LAND X
KARBACH, JR, HYLNAR € HD NEW BRAUNFELS TX '
KENNEDY, S URSEL AP0 "
KOEHL, MICHAEL F ND HUNTSVILLE X e -
KOLB, ROSALIE EINANN LA MARQUE 1] m ....1
KRAMER, KENNETH W AUSTIN % ;:b"m".':’ o] M
KRAUSE, JR, LEE A & GLADYS J ROUND TOP T .g‘“ﬁ'.ﬁ'ﬁn‘;‘aﬂ@
LANSFORD, INGRID GIMM GEORGETOMN TX orvivors: Wite. Clian W
LARSON, R/RS LEONARD C PORT ARTHUR it rlow Ewai - and. Clagys
LUEDECKE, JOHN C AUSTIN T '1;- hSd,,.ck,,,;:. and|,
LUEDECKE, WILLIAM H AUSTIN X 31:2?.5‘,.“.35:2: L
HAKOHSKT, EOWIN NCALLEN X ﬁ?ﬁ i bg:h'old o t’m.
MARBURGER, NR/MRS ELHO 6 BRENHAN 1t ] JL”EMMM 3
NASSON, HARGARETE HOUSTON X g, il 1,
ments with: ¥
Brookelill
71 S.E. Milllary Dr. 913-7523
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GTHS PATRON MEMBERS
FRON 2/11/92-6/4/92

G6THS DONORS - MISCELLANEOUS GIFTS
FROM 2/11/92-6/4/92

Name City
ANDERSON, MRS VALESKA SUCHE SAN ANTONIO
BECKER, MR/MRS CHARLES D HELOTES
BOERGER, GEORGE H HOUSTON
BURGES, III, MR/MRS RICHARD J ROUND ROCK

CONNAY, MR/MRS N G
DEDEKE, EDWARD R

SAN ANTONIO
NEW BRAUNFELS

DONLEY, MR/MRS ROBERT J HOUSTON
ETSENHAUER, ROLAND A SAN ANTONIO
GERFERS, ALICE K BOERNE
GOHLKE, DR/MRS MARVIN H KERRVILLE
GRIFFIN, EARLINE & TRUMAN PASADENA
HALE, MARGIE NORNHAUSSER AUSTIN
HALL, OR DOUGLAS LEE SAN ANTONIO
HUESKE, HORST & VIRGINIA ORIFTWOOD
KNEZEK, MRS LA VERNE D ARLINGTON
KOENIG, RODNEY C HOUSTON
NCBEE, SUE BRANDT AUSTIN
HORROW, MR/MRS W H AUSTIN

PENSHORN, MR/MRS HARVEY
POPP, BISHOP BERNARD F
REICHERT, MR/MRS WILLIAM

SAN ANTONIO
SAN ANTONIO
SAN ANTONIO

ROGERS, GERHILD 8 ‘ AUSTIN
SCHNALZ, MR/MRS JEAN E KATY
THOMAS, JR, DR/MRS SELLERS J HOUSTON
VON DONOP, PAUL E WASHINGTON
VON MASZEWSKI, W M PASADENA
VON-NASTEWSKI, MATTHEW SAN JOSE
WEIDNER, MR/MRS ALVIN GORDON
ZEDLER, DONALD L AUSTIN

State Nane City state
X BAUER, MISS DOROTHY A AUSTIN X
TX BOERGER, GEORGE H HOUSTON ™
TX BURGES, III, WR/MRS RICHARD J ROUND ROCK ™
] CONNALLY, MABEL SAN ANTONIO ™
X OUNAMAY, NR/MRS JAMES H GONZALES ™
44 FRIEDRICH, KAY D-6542 DICHTELBACH

X FUCHS, JR, MR/MRS OTTO L CARMINE X
™ GERSBACH, LELAND TEMPLE 11
X GOETTIG, KONRAD 3352 EINBECK

15 HARIGEL, MRS IRENE HOUSTON 1§
X MEURER, MR/MRS KUGO AUSTIN 1]
2 MORROW, MR/MRS W H AUSTIN 1§
X NAUNANN, QUENTIN F HOUSTON £
L NOVOSAD, MRS HELEN BURNET ™
X STOEBNER, FLORENCE AUSTIN X
L] SUTTLE, BARBARA HOUSTON 14
X UECKER, JERALD GERMANTOMN M0
TX WEIDNER, MR/MRS ALVIN GORDON ™
X WILLRICH, GISELA, PRES/VETTERNSC.  D-3000 HANNOVER

TX

X

T 6THS DONORS - SINCE FEBRUARY 1992

;: GERMAN FREE SCHOOL, NEWSPAPER PRESERVATION FUND, NEMCRIALS

0c . Name City State

14

CA BEAIRD, EDITH ABILENE 11

X CONRAY, MR W 6 SAN ANTONIO ™

X NIERMANN, WILHELN 4995 STEMWEOE

Am 6. Mai starb in Paris die Schauspielerin und
SingeﬁnldaﬂeneIneuﬂﬂuhhmhennzniﬂnnvnzn
Anx.ngdw::ﬂ:r]ahueachafﬁzeh:ﬂutnl)unﬂh
bruch zum Weltruhm 1929 an der Seite von Emil
in dem Josef von Stemberg-Film 'Def

Blaue Engel” nach dem Roman “Professor Unrat'
von Heinrich Mann. Noch im gleichen Jahr ging
sie mit Stemberg nach Hollywood, wo sie w. . in
“Morocco” (1930), °S und
“Blonde Venus” (beide 1932) mitwirkte . 1939

Nachkregs- ziihlen “A Foreign Affair”
(1947) und “Zeuvginder (1957). Auchals
begeisterte die Dietrich das Publilamm suf
dcrgnnuzn\“dtnﬂmljaianﬁe'h:quunnnl)u
Geburtstag hast”, mit Gefer Rauchstimme.
Seit Ende der 70cr Jahre lebte sie in
Paris. Marlene Dietrich soll am 16. Mai in Berdin
beiseoetztmrdmwoﬁ:m”.l)mbcl%l
auf die Welt gekommen war.

6THS DONORS - MEMORIALS
SINCE SEPTEMBER 1991
Name

City State

BARTELS, MYRTLE
HARRISON, FRANCES H

REEVES-MARQUARDT, OONA

NEW BRAUNFELS X
SAN ANTONIO TX

8UOA X

WORD FOR WORD

Yot T oRaAL SELTZER WRS CALLED

TiMes
%n‘f‘-‘“é‘g"f °, R WAL A AERMAN VLLAGE
h SETZER! & FAMOUS FOR ITS MINERAL WATERS!

"C o o .

af,-";,./ S M
G,
8:' ﬁoﬁo:&' —'7 ADILC D & 2050 K0 v,

ERSER ~WATER of SELTERS !
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‘Handbook and Registry
of

German-Texan Heritage, Volume II

At the September 1991 German-Texan Heritage Society meeting in Corpus Christi, plans were
announced to begin seeking materials to publish Volume II of the Registry. There is much more
German-Texan heritage material out there waiting to be recorded.

The format for the next volume will follow that of Volume I. The categories remain the
same, but the criteria are modified (see below). Material of the mid-1920s will be included as
well as material with a history of less than one hundred years providing the subject had a
proven impact on the community, on its culture or its heritage.

The example, the years of the 1920s denote a low point in the history of German-Texan

culture and the German-American culture in general. This is the period of anti-German feelings
which gained its momentum during World War I and carried over to the post-War years. During
this time, many institutions disappeared, never to revive: German newspapers, social
organizations, schools, even the use of the German language in public places. In many cases,
the post-World War I years saw the topic of German culture forbidden for discussion at home and
much German heritage expunged from memory.
. As with our first volume, haste is the order of the day to capture the fading
recollections. For further information, contact Patsy Hand, 417 Cottonwood St., Victoria, Texas
77904

Please forward any and all information and materials to: German-Texan Heritage Society,

P O Box 684171, Austin, TX 78768
Categories:

1. Old Businesses ~--------useemeees Stores, banks, newspapers, mills, etc., founded before 1925 by
German-Texans. Need not be under the original owner
throughout its history.

II. Vereine Organizations founded before 1920, defunct or still active
today, including agricultural, musical, literary, shooting clubs,
etc., and/or their buildings.

O Churches & Synagogues ------- Congregations founded and/or buildings erected before 1925
by German-speaking people.

IV. Cemeteries ---------oecoesoeano- Public, private and church cemeteries which primarily contain
graves of German-Texans.

V. Schools Public, private and parochial schools founded before 1925
and/or their buildings.

VL Farms & Ranches ------------- -- Homesteads of considerable size and/or significance developed
before 1925 and still intact. Ownership need not bethe original
family.

VII. Fachwerk Construction -------- Buildings using fachwerk (half-timbered) construction in all
or part of the structure.

VIII. Museums, Historical Societies, .
Libraries Institutions devoted to the preservation of German-Texan his-
tory, culture, or the work of a German-Texan, or housed in a
2 historic building of German-Texan significance.

IX. Historical Markers,
Monuments and Statues ----—-- State of Texas historical markers, local plaques, monuments,
statues, and National Register of Historic places and plaques
pertaining to German-Texan heritage or history.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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GEARMAN-TEHAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
P 0 BOR 684121
AUSTIN, TEHAS 78768

SECOND VOLUME----HANDBOOK OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE---INFORMATION FORM

Name of person submitting entry

Address Telephone

Ccity, 8tate, Zip
K<L CLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLCLLLLLLLKLKLKLLEDDDIDDIIDDDIIIDIDIIIDDDD2DDD3>DD35>>>>>>

category:

Name of entry:

Address of entry (be specific)

Present owner: Name Telephone
Address
(if submitting an organization or Institution, give name of director,
pastor, or president)
€CLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLODDIDDDDIDIIIDIDIDIDODDDDD252DD225>5>>>>

summary history: Date founded or erected

Founder

original name of entry
Later names

Description of entry

0l1d photograph available on loan---Yes No

Full History: Please attach any material available on this entry.
Examples of suitable material to submit with a
proposed listing on the Registry:

pamphlet, book, newspaper c¢lipping, copy of historical marker

application, biographical sketch, bibliographic references, modern

photograph, text of a marker, architectural drawings, family history
pertinent to entry..etc...
€€ELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLCLLLKKDIDIDODIIDIDDIIIDIDIDIOIDIDIIODIIDDOIIDIO5220>>

Send this form and supporting material to the society's home office or
Mrs. Patsy Hand, 417 Cottonwood St., Victoria, TX. 77904. All material
will become a part of the GTHS permanent file, available for study. 0ld
photographs will be returned upon publication of second volume. No
deadline has been set at this time.

To keep your copy of the JOURNAL intact, you may duplicate this page.
Make as many copies as you need, one copy for each entry. Additional
copies may be obtained from Patsy Hand or from the GTHS office,
addresses above.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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LEAVE YOUR GERMAN MARK
By Rodney C. Koenig

101

N We are living in exciting times! Recently Richard von Weizsécker, the President
of the Federal Republic of Germany, visited Texas, stopping in Houston and San
Antonio on May 2 and 3, 1992. He met and visited with the Mayor of Houston, with
Dr. Michael DeBakey and his German wife, with Eckhardt Pfeiffer, Chairman of
Compaq Computers, and with your Board members, W. M. Von Maszewski, Helgard
Suhr, Helga von Schweinitz and Rodney C. Koenig in Houston. His cousin, Heidi
Beale, a resident of Houston, was also in attendance. Many of us traveled on to San
Antonio to see him greet Texas Governor Ann Richards and numerous other
dignitaries, including our Theresa Gold, at the 100th Anniversary of the Founding of
San Antonio Liederkranz. German President Richard von Weizsdcker asked whether
the German Song was already in Texas or whether the German immigrants brought
music with them when they came to Texas. The President was a super representative
of the Federal Republic of Germany and indicated that German immigrants left their
mark with their German Song which is still being celebrated today at the Deutsch
Texanisches Sédngerfest. The German President left his mark by dedicating the German
Heritage Park in the Hemisphere grounds in San Antonio, at which time the German
Bear statute was repositioned to the German Heritage Park grounds.

We are truly fortunate in the German-Texan Heritage Society that Dr. Kelly H.
Stevens left a generous German mark by donating the German Free School in Austin
to our society. Currently we are attempting to find a generous donor or donors who
will help us landscape the grounds of the German Free School. We need a family or
group of persons to help us in this landscapeing project around the home at 507 East
10th Street in Austin. We have a design for landscaping already, but need funds for a
sprinkler system and for permanent plants and flowers.

We also have other examples of our members leaving their German Mark. Asta
Grona established the "Asta Grona German Texan Heritage Society Scholarship" at the
University of Houston which was awarded to Ulrike Bahr and Tanja Reifenrath this
= year. Miriam York, another one of our Board members, donated generously to cause
a number of old German language newspapers to be microfilmed at the University of
Houston. In other German clubs, Sanford Schmid has donated the Witte-Schmid House
near Shelby, Texas to the Texas German Society. Please let us hear of other examples
of persons who have left their German Mark. The form below could be photocopied
and used to make a donation to assist in the preservation and maintenance of the
German Free School.

My donation in the amount of $ is enclosed. I desire to leave
my German Mark for the following purpose:

a Maintenance and Preservation of the German Free School.
O Landscaping Fund for the German Free School.
O Microfilming Project of German Texan Heritage Society.
a Scholarship Fund at a university to be designated.
a Other gift for
a I wish to make a gift in my Will. Please call me.
. Name Telephone
Address
City State Zip Code

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT OF GERMANY

Following his May 1992 visit to the U.S., including stops in San Antonio
and Houston, the president of Germany, Richard von Weizs&cker, sent a letter of
appreciation to the San Antonio Liederkranz, his host for the San Antonio
segnent of the tour. Because the message shows his warm appreciation for the
continuation of the German tradition in Texas, we relay his remarks with you.

The letter is dated Bonn, den 11. Mai 1992, and is addressed to Leonard
Gittinger, Jr., president of San Antonio Liederkranz. We thank the San Antonio
Liederkranz for sharing this message with our GTHS members.

. "Joining you and all the members of
Dhor Giasicdorst Liederkranz at your reception and the

e splendid banquet was like a homecoming for my
wife and myself: In the middle of Texas we
E%%Qm¢&w9éazﬁﬁfﬁgakaé442£na/ found ourselves surrounded by the most
charming "German Gemiitlichkeit", enriched
by ever so beautifully performed German music and songs, demonstrating beyond
any doubt that German culture and tradition is alive and well in Texas.

"Your kind words of welcome and my conversations in the course of the
evening convinced me that Texas can be proud of its citizens of German descent.
‘They have become valuable members of Texan society and at the same time they
remain ready and open to foster American-German cooperation at the cultural and
other levels.

My wife and I should like to thank you and all others who joined forces to
organize that lovely evening for your your very charming hospitality. For its
future I wish the Liederkranz the best of success and - until the next
centenarian celebration - many more such enjoyable evenings."

(signed) Richard v. Weizsécker

German Heritage Park, Inc.

~@erman Senitage Park = proudiy announces its Sunday in the Park concert series
: ' on the grounds of German Heritage Park
tAlamo Street entrance to HemisFair Park)
July 19 « August 2 ¢ August 16. 1992
Two concerts each month: watch event calendars in local papers.
Free music from 12:30 - 2 p.m. German food and drinks will be on sale.
If you prefer. bring your own picnic and lawn chairs.

German Heritage Park. which recently won unanimous approval by City Council. began as a committee of the
San Antonio Liederkranz. The committee expanded 1o include other prominent interested citizens from all
sectors of the city and became German Heritage Park, Inc. — the non-profit organization dedicated to trans-
forming four acres of HemisFair Park into a center showcasing the imporant legacy of the German heritage in
San Antonio’s history.

For more information on German Heritage Park or concert dates and entertainment. call

Gerhard Buech, executive director, at 696-5372.
German Heritage Park. Inc.
9901 1H-10 West. Suite 900, San Antonio. TX. 78230
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SOCIETY FOR GERHMAN-ANERICAN STUDIES - SYNPOSIUN 1992

Since our affiliation, GTHS has sent one of its board members to partioipate in the
symposiums of the SGAS. This year it was my turn. I went to Lawrenoe, Kansas, not only to
report on the progress made in securing a meeting place for SGAS in 1993, but also to get
to know some of the people who make SGAS what it is and to get absorbed in some of the many
symposium topios offered during the almost four-day long conference.

The partiocipants represented national and European colleges and universities, high schools,
miseums and art galleries, government entities, and historical and cultural soocieties. I
met representatives of the Schleswig-Holstein Heritage Society, German Genealogical Society
of America, German Historical Institute in Washington, DC, Society for the History of
Germans in Maryland, Indiana German Heritage Sooiety, Institut fdr Volksmusikforschung in
Vienna, Austria, and Deutsches Volksliedarchiv in Freiburg i. Br., Germany. All were
interested in the exchange of information of the German element in the Americas. This was
done in a pleasant environment in a congenial manner. As is always the case in annual
meetings of this nature, a lot of visiting was done before and after the sessions, in the
lobby and over meals.

There were three sessions running concurrently on topics of German-American literature,
history, politics, authors, culture,immigration, education, genealogy, heritage, and more.
It was not easy to choose which sessions to attend, since many were of interest to me as a
former German teacher, recent immigrant, and representative of GTHS. The symposium's
keynote speaker was Reinhard R. Doerries of the Erlangen-Niirnberg University, who discussed
"The Acculturation of German Immigrants in the Post-Civil War era.” He said that by the
turn of the century, most German organizations had changed their books from German to
English.and that most Germans were integrated into the American society by the beginning of

2 WWI. I was glad that he said "most" and not “"all", because it would not have been true for
many Germans in Texas.

As I progressed through the program, I came to realize that Texas is indeed "a whole other
country." The president of the Society for the History of Germans in Maryland told about
his efforts to find out what happened to all the halls the Germans used to own. He found
that even though Germans are the largest ethnic group in Maryland, this fact is down
played. Historic buildinge are razed, lots of papers are being thrown away by descendents,
and there is no place to deposit what is kept. His society was started to find what is
still there and to preserve it, if possible.

In another session, an update was given on a very important project. Professors and
secondary school teachers are working on a model to put German history and oulture in the
schools, possibly into the social studies and German classes. Members of the Education
Task Force of the SGAS have done an outstanding job in identifying the problem and
suggesting and preparing solutions. A four-page publication, "Guidelines for the
Introduotion of German-Ameriocan Studies at Various Educational Levels" outlines the task
ahead and is available to interested persons. Several supplemental teaching materials have
already been designed and are being tested in the classroom. They address multicultural
topiocs, German immigration and famous German-Ameriocans, roles of Germans in the building of
America, and German customs, beliefs and traditions (with handouts of Weihnaohtslieder and
favorite German Hymns).

At the beginning of the symposium, the Max Kade Center for German-American Studies was
dedicated at the University of Kansas in Lawrence. The Center is housed in the historic
Sudler House, renovated with a grant from the Kade Foundation. It houses a library with
more than 5,000 books, magazines, newspapers and personal papers. The library includes

. documents in German that were brought by immigrants or were published in the United States.
The collection, which reflects the life and culture of German immigrants in the United
States, is suitable for research in a variety of disciplines. During an open house, I wvas
able to spend an entire afternoon at this library. Among the many writers familiar to a

. German native, I also found interesting materials pertaining to the Germans in Texas. In
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the monthly "Der Deutsche Pionier,"” 1869, 5. Heft, an unnamed writer reminisoced about the
Adelsverein in “Erinnerungen an die Triimmer der Adels-Colonie in Texas (aus den Jahren
1846-1850)." He named names I had never seen before, leaving me to wonder if the report
vas more fiction than truth. The book The Forty-Eighters, Political Refugees of the German
Revolution of 1848, edited by A. E. Zucker, had a piocture of the “Funeral of German
Patriots at Comfort, Texas, August 20, 1865," from Harper's Weekly, January 20, 1866, and
made mention of R. L. Biesele and Gustav Struve. Materials such as these, if not widely
accessible, could keep our Journal filled to the brim time after time.

Another session which held my interest dealt with truth of information in diaries,
histories, biographies, and major reference works. One item should be of interest to
genealogists who are planning to use the Glazier/Filby Passenger List “Germans to America."
Researchers have found that 90% of the "unknown" list is in error. This has to do with
computer glitches concerning three zeros, three o's or a combination thereof. Village
names that could not be easily read were also entered as "unknown." A “miraculous”
immigration on the ship “"New England™ was disoovered, when sixty-four passengers known to
have died during the voyage, appeared in the passenger list of the book as having arrived.

In the session on folk music and folk songs, two researchers had come all the way from
Germany and Austria to report on their efforts to record and preserve German-American
music. Their contact and research partner is the University of Chicago. There is a letter
‘elsvhere in this issue asking members who have handwritten German song books or German-
American hymnals to contact the "Deutsche Volksliedarchiv."

During the Round Table session with other affiliates, suggestions were made for a program
in Texas next year. These suggestions will be passed on to the program committee. The
SGAS has accepted the invitation of GTHS to come to Texas and celebrate its 25th
anniversary in Austin. The 17th Annual Symposium of the Society for German American
Studies will take place on April 22-25, 1993 in Austin at the Airport Hilton next to
Highland Mall. Many participants of this year's symposium have told me that they are
looking forward to coming to Texas. It is our turn now to extend the legendary Texas
hospitality and make them feel weloome.

GTHS is compiling a mailing list of members interested in participating or attending this

posium. To be put on this list, write to GTHS Headquarters, Attn: SGAS Symposium, PO
.Box 684171, Austin, TX 78768. You will be sent a Call for Papers and other information as
it becomes available.

Report submitted by Anna Thompson, 2116 Lynnbrook Dr., Austin, TX 78748

P.S: The book The German Americans by Anne Galicich (Chelsea House Publishers), of the
series The Peoples of North America which is available for sale, should be in history
olasses and school libraries. An item of great interest is the catalog of the German
Language Video Center (Division of Heidelberg Haus, 7625-27 Pendleton Pike, Indianapolis,
Indiana 46226-5298 - Phone (317) 547-1257). You can rent or buy German language video-
films from them, and some of them are wonderful “"oldies."

CORRECTION
The annual Llano River Valley German Hymnfest will be
held Sunday, Sept. 27th at Trinity U.M. Church in Castell,
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German Expressionists at McNay

A traveling exhibition of some
140 major German prints was scheduled
to go on display June 14 at San
Antonio’s McNay Art Museum.

The exhibition, "Inner Visions:
German Prints from the Age of
Expressionism," features the work of
Max Pechstein, Max Beckmann and Kathe
Kollwitz. Interspersed with this
nucleus is a survey of work from
ma jor artists of the time, including
members of the Brucke, Der Reiter and
Bauhaus.

More than any preceding group,
the German Expressionists used the
printmaking media to establish the
position of original prints as a major
art form. Because of their desire to
create art accessible to a wide range
of people, most of the major artists
of the period created prints in
addition to their paintings.

Many were drawn to the stark
simplicity of the woodcut, a technique
dating to the 15th century. Because
of the expressive power and creative
diversity of these works, German
Expressionism became one of the high
points in the history of art.

The exhibition, from the Portland
Art Museum, includes a high
proportion of rare and unique proofs
and was assembled chiefly by two
pioneering collectors, Dr. Gordon
Gilkey, curator emeritus of prints and
drawings at the Portland Art Museum,
and Ismar Littman, an attorney in
Breslau until his death at the hands
of the Nazis in 1934. :

"Inner Visions" will be on view
in the McNay's Jerry Lawson Gallery
through Aug. 9. The McNay is located
at 6000 N. New Braunfels Ave. in San
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NEWS FROM
SAN ANTONIO CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Among the twelve recipients of
the San Antonio Conservation
Society’s 1992 Preservation Awards
were several with German heritage
connections:

Hill Country Preservation
Society for restoration of the
Charles Schreiner Mansion,
Kerrville, Texas;

Lewis Neeb for restoration and
adaptive use of the Hugo &
Schmeltzer Building-Spaghetti
Warehouse (restaurant), San
antonio, Texas;

New Braunfels Historic
Railroad and Modelers Society for
restoration of the International
and Great Northern Railroad Depot,
New Braunfels, Texas; and

Andrew Hull for restoration
and adaptive use of the Schumann
Homestead-Seguin High School
Parenting Center, Seguin, Texas.

The awards were presented at a
dinner and ceremony May 13, 1992,
at the Southwest Craft Center,
formerly the Ursuline Academy, San
Antonio.

Devtscher Gulf Coast Verband

PRESS RELRASE

ANNUAL GRRWAN FEST OF ROUSTON - 1992

Pleasse mrk October 3, 1992, on your calendar!

ASSOCIATION

On tbat date, the SIXTH ANNUAL GERNAN FEST OF BOUSTON will be beld at

Antonio, telephone (S12) 824-5368.
the Vestin Galleria Hotel, 5060 Vest Alabam, Houston.

from: Th?resa GOIG’ based on an This event Is celabrated in conjunction with HFational Germn-American
article in the Recorder, June 4, 1992, Day (October 6).

arben The Gala Dinner Dance begins at 8:00 FA (cash bar apens at 7:00 PN,
N . . with the Jaegermeister Band providing ballrcom dance msusic.
Sagte Fruu Miiller zu Frau Meicr: Ich

sehe schon wieder rot. Denn mein Mann ist
mal wieder so blau, dass ihm vor lauter
weisse Mdusen schwarz vor Augen wird!

Fernsehen... M

*‘Ich habe in den [rilhen Abcendstuna.n
einen so leichten Schiaf**, stéhnt Herr Neu-
gebauer, **dus - ich bei der kicinsten Bild-
oder Tonstdrung aufwache™.

- o .

A non-profit organization, the Germn Gulf Cnast Association will vse
proceeds from the dance to provide scholarships to deserving German
students and for the 1993 sanual fest.

For further information and reservations, call
(713) 651-5333

(713) 358-3371
(713) 324-3982
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Franconian Village Houses German-German Museum, A Museum of Division

A- small sign at the outskirts of Médlareuth, a
person-village in Upper Franconia on the
edge of the Thuringian Forest, announces that this is
the home of the “Modlareuth German-German
Museum.” The visitor is ed laanx;:nnachmnistic
sight: 18 months after the two ys unified,
some 100 meters (approximately 328 feet) of the ce-
ment wall and about a mile of tfie border fence that
once divided eastern and western Germany stand in
the village. On the other side of town, a watchtower,
arelic of the former border installations, has also been
reconstructed. The vestiges acknowledge both
Germanys’ recent past, but especially Mo th's
own: like its more famous cousin Berlin, the intra-
: German wall divided this tiny village straight down
themiddle. . . - )

Unlike the Berliners, however, the Mddlareuthers
had a good deal more time to accustom themselves to
division: theirs goes back four hundred years, to the
days when the Tannbach, the stream that runs through
the village, was the border between Thuringinian and

! Brandenburgian territory. When World War Il ended,
-only to be followed by the Cold War, half of the
Méodlareuthers became citizens of the Federal
Republic, the other half of the German Democratic
Republic. Even today, there are two signs for the town:

if one approaches the East, a sign announces
! ‘“Midiareuth, of Gebersreuth, County of
Schieiz (Thuringia)”; coming from the West, one is

* museum, which is scheduled to

welcomed to “Médlareuth, Community of Tépen,
County of Hof (Bavaria).”

Now, a museum will be built which will use the
history of this little town to tell the Iarger history of the
Federal Republic. The driving force behind the
museum project is Amdt Scl , @ western Ger-
man photog;pher and documentary filmmaker,
whose boyhood bicycle rides along the westernside of
the wall and curiosity about “what lay behind it” led
toalifelong fascination with the intra-German border. |
Shortly after the portion of the wall that transversed
the village was razed, Schaffner founded the
“Mbdlareuth German-German Museum Associa-
tion.” Sinc * then, funded by the states of Bavaria and
Thuringia, the two counties and the two communities,
Schaffner has been researching and collecting for the
in 1994. The
items he collects range from the buttons of border
guard uniforms to the border transportation vehicles;
nearly everything relating to division is of interest.

With his museum project, Schaffner is seeking to
show the “human tragedy of victims and perpetrators
along this border.” He proposes to do so with simple
documentation and presentation of the facts. Bavarian
police and former German Democratic Republic bor-
der guards have helped museum personnel to
reconstruct the installations accurately. For some of
the guards, this work has also included dismantling \
mines planted along the one-time border.
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GERMAN TEXANS' GENEALOGY SECTION
Compiled by Theresa Gold Genealogy Editor, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213

BITS AND PIECES AND NEWS :

Annual Genealogy and Family History Seminar at Brigham Young University will be 5-8 August 1992,
For information, write to Conferences and Workshops, 136 Harman Building, Provo UT 84602, or
call (801) 378-4853. (from: Newsletter of German Interest Group, Minmesota Genealogical
Society, January 1992)

"New Horizons: A Conference in the Southwest" is the theme of the 1992 Federation of
Genealogical Societies conference co-sponsored by the Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board, 19-22
August, in Phoenix. It features over 100 conference sessions, many by "big name" presenters,
and several dealing with German and Eastern European research. For information, write:
FGS/AzGAB Conference, P. O. Box 3385, Salt Lake City UT 84110-3385.

Texas State Genealogical Society conference will be 6-7 November 1992, at Doubletree Hotel,
Austin. For information, contact TSGS, Rt. 4, Box 56, Sulphur Springs TX 75482. The TSGS also
has an electronic bulletin board network linked to a national system. For information, consult
TSGS's "Newsletter," May 1992 issue.

'National Genealogical Society's Annual Conference in the States for 1993 will be in Baltimore,
Maryland, 2-5 June, 1993. For information, contact NGS at 4527 17th Street North, Arlington VA
22207-2399,

Photographing the Ancestral Hometown in Germany is the sideline of James A. Derheim, a staff
photojournalist based in Darmstadt with the military services publication "Stars and Stripes."
His European Focus photography will go to your ancestral hometown and photograph your -ancestors’
homes, schools, farm sites, etc., and compile the photographs and other memorabilia into a
quality photo album. Although there are no set rates, the service begins as low as $100.00 and
increases according to the client’s wishes. In his line of work, he travels frequently to most
of Western and Central Europe and has done client photography in England, Czechoslovakia and
Poland, but these areas may require additional expense. He does not conduct family lineage
research. If interested, write to: James A. Derheim, Box 22, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211.

“

German Genealogical Society of America'’s Research Director, Michael Palmer, wrote a nice letter
complimenting us on our GTHS Journal, specifically the third issue for 1991. From the extensive
resources available at the GGSA, he was able to give follow-up advice to four of our members on
the possible locations of their ancestral hometowns, including Marion Freeman, whose item
appeared on page 229 of that issue; Barbara Brod Bonin, p. 230; Charlene Nash, p. 231; and Bill
Lehman, p. 231. We thank Michael for his interest and his kind remarks.

Gliackstal Colonies Research Association, through Margaret Freeman, contacted our GTHS for advice
on documenting certain Germans from Russia, particularly some from the Gliickstal group of
colonies near Odessa in the Ukraine, who apparently settled in such Texas localities as Wichita
Falls and Petrolia, as well as in Wichita, Lipscomb, Clay, Fort Bend, and Smith counties. The
Glickstal Colonies Research Association aims to locate, gather, organize, and access sources
pertaining to the colonies of Bergdorf, Kassel, Gliickstal, Neudorf as well as their "daughter"
colonies and to coordinate efforts of individuals researching descendants of those colonies.

For information on her research project, contact Margaret Freeman at the Gliickstal Colonies
Research Association, 1015 22nd St, Santa Monica CA 90403.

Lost Towns Many U.S. towns have had their names changed over the years or no longer exist. If
you cannot locate a town when researching, write to: U.S. Board of Geographic Names, 523
National Center, Reston VA 22092. (from: South Texas Genealogical Society, Spring, 1992;
reprinted from "Stalkin’ Kin," San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society, Inc.)

Microfilm copies of indexes for births in Texas between 1903 and 1976 are available through the
Texas State Library. If your local library does not own this, please advocate its purchase .
through: Records Management Division, Microfilming Department, Texas State Library, P. 0. Box
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Genealogy: Bits and Pieces and News, continued
1297, Austin TX 78711. (from: South Texas Genealogical Society, Inc., Fall 1990) Note: an
index for death certificates is also available.

Texas State Executive Department ledgers are also available on microfilm through the Texas State
Library. Ranging from 1835 to 1972, this block of records includes the Secreatry of State
Record books, 1846-1917. Within this group are many of the colonization and ship lists for such
Republic-era colonies as the Castro Colony, Fisher-Miller Colony, Mercer Colony, German
Immigration Company, and the Peters Colony. A complete set of the microfilm contains 57 reels.
Any may be obtained at a local library through interlibrary loan. Information about purchasing
a copy may be obtained from: Texas State Library, Records Division, P. 0. Box 1297, Austin TX
78711; telephone: (512) 454-2705. (from: South Texas Genealogical Society, Inc., Fall 1990)

Texas State Library in Austin reopened in January after a major renovation and asbestos removal.
New supervisor of the genealogy collection is Judy Duer. The genealogy collection is located on
the first floor of the Lorenzo De Zavala State Archives and Library Building at 12th and Brazos
streets. It is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays, except on state and
national holidays. The staff will answer limited inquiries by mail. Inquiries should be
addressed to: Genealogy Collection, Texas State Library, Box 12927, Austin TX 78711. The
telephone number is (512) 463-5446, and the FAX number is (512) 463-5436. (from the Texas State
Genealogical Society’s Newsletter, May 1992, page 5, which also included a drawing of the floor
"plan of the TSL's Genealogy Unit)

Barker Texas History Center holdings and services were outlined on page 4 in the May 1992 issue
of Texas State Genealogical Society’s Newsletter (same issue as cited above).

German-American Genealogy, Immigrant Genealogical Society'’'s 24-page publication for Spring 1992
had several articles of interest. An article on Hinterpommern included a time chart of the
historical development of Russia, Poland, Germany, and Austria, with a map of the areas covered
in the article. Another article discussed using the computerized Family History Library Catalog
at your local L.D.S. Family History Center. This issue listed the surnames found in January-

N June 1990 issues of FANA, Familienkundliche Nachrichten (see article in this issue of GTHS
Journal by Herbert Beinhorn about FANA). Other IGS articles included researching a Sachsen
family, information on Hungarian, Aremnian and East Elbia--and on the Sophienburg Archives in
New Braunfels! The address of the IGS is P. 0. Box 7369, Burbank CA 91510-7369.

German Genealogical Digest also had interesting articles in its issue for the first quarter of
1992. It included information on: Austro-Hungary and the German settlers called the Danube
Swabians; records available for places in Yugoslavia with German populations; bibliography of
printed sources to hlep establish the place of origin of emigrants to Southeast Europe;
Salzburger emigration; locating the ancestral hometown--"When the Church Books are Wrong!";
emigrants from Schwerin; update on microfilm acquisitions by the L.D.S. Family History Library;
plus queries and book reviews. The Digest had been printing an alphabetical list of surnames
from the Hamburg Emigration records, but this appears to have been dropped again. German
Genealogical Digest is #22.00 a year, four issues. The address is P. 0. Box 700, Dept. 92,
Pleasant Grove UT 84062.

Family Footsteps, publication of Comal County Genealogy Society, in recent issues has published
the 1852-53 baptism register for New Braunfels' Protestant Congregation founded by L. C.
Ervenberg, some "Road Minutes," cemetery inscriptions, abstracts of 1847-48 New Braunfels city
council minutes, several petitons with original signatures, excerpts from county marks and
brands books, transcripts of speakers’ meeting programs, and of course, queries. An interesting
continued feature is a translation of Ferdinand Lindheimer’s 1870 Zeitung article describing the
25th anniversary of the founding of New Braunfels. Also significant is the listing of the
direct index to deeds of the German Immigration Co. to the early German settlers of New

s Braunfels, 1846-58, found in the first issue for 1992. Family Footsteps is published three
times a year and sent to members of Comal County Genealogy Society. Dues are $15.00 a year; the
society’'s address is P. O. Box 30583, New Braunfels TX 78130-0583.

Comal County Genealogy Society has moved its library holdings from the Dittlinger Memorial
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Genealogy: Bits and Pieces and News, continued
Library to the Sophienburg Archives in the old city hall at 200 W. Seguin St. in New Braunfels.
(from Family Footsteps, Comal County Genealogy Society, Vol. IX, No. 1, March 1, 1992)

New Braunfels and Comal County books for sale by Comal County Genealogy Society include these:
Baptism Register for First Protestant Church (1845-1854), $21.75; Index to Probate Records
(1846-1884), $8.00; Index to Naturalizations (1847-1927), $11.00; Cemeteries within New
Braunfels, $25.00; Comal County Cemeteries outside New Braunfels, $25.00; New Braunfels Cemetery
Sexton’s Records, $8.00; Comal County Sexton'’s Records, $8.00; 0ld New Braunfels and Comal ’
Cemetery (1917-1957), $8.00. In addition, there are available seven volumes of Comal County
marriage records: Book 1, 1846-1864; Book 2, 1864-1877; Book 3, 1877-1888; Book 4, 1888-1897;
Book 5, 1897-1904; Book 6, 1804-1912; and Book 7, 1912-1918. The marriage books are $10.00
each. For each book, we have added in the price of the postage, so the prices as given here are
complete. Order from Comal County Genealogy Society, P. O. 30583, New Braunfels TX 78130.

(from Family Footsteps, Comal County Genealogy Society, vol. IX, No. 1, March 1, 1992)

South Texas Genealogical Society was formed in 1988 and began a quarterly publication in 1989,
vwhich is exchanged with our GTHS Journal. The Society covers six counties: Karnes, Goliad, Live
Oak, Bee, Refugio, and San Patricio. The quarterly includes records found in some of those
counties, including census, death, marriage, birth, naturalization records, as well as newspaper
excerpts, old photos, cemetery survey listings, and of course, queries. If you thought South
‘Texas lacked German heritage and German settlers, you should see this quarterly’s published list
of naturalized immigrants from Prussia and Austria as well as from Germany! The Society
supports the local history and genealogy collection at the Bee County Library in Beeville and
maintains a surname interest file. Dues are $15.00 a year by writing to P. 0. Box 754, Beeville
TX 78104. Issues 1989-on are on file at our GTHS office.

Stalkin’ Kin is the quarterly published by San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society, Inc.,
also exchanged with our GTHS Journal. this Society covers 13 counties: Glasscock, Sterling,
Coke, Runnels, Reagan, Irion, Tom Green, Concho, Crockett, Schleicher, Menard, Sutton, and
Kimble, although the emphasis seems to be on Tom Green County in the four issues we saw
recently. The November 1991 issue carried a membership roster including the surnames of
interest to each member. The quarterly is publishing an index to Calvary Cemetery in San
Angelo; the direct index to minutes of the District Court; Tom Green County reverse index to
deeds and deeds of trust; Concho County early cattle brands (1890s); transcripts of articles in
San Angelo newspapers of the 1880s; Bible records; compressed ancestor charts; and queries (free
to members and non-members). The San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society offers its
publication, 1890 Reocrds of Tom Green County, for $15.00, postpaid, containing marriage, tax
list, index to probate, roll of unrendered property, and also includes railroads, businesses,
Civil War Union Army veterans and widows. Membership is $12.00 a year (1 August through 31
July) by writing to the SAG&HS, Inc., at P. O. Box 3453, San Angelo TX 76902. The Society also
offers Tom Green Pioneer Certificates; send an SASE to the above address for informationm.

Plum Creek Almanac is published by the Genealogical and Historical Society of Caldwell County,
215 S. Pecan Ave., Luling TX 78648. Current dues begin at $15.00. Although the Society states
that their publication is "bi-annual," it is actually a semi-annual publication, with massive
issues of about 100 pages released in Spring (May) and Fall (November). Going beyond the usual
offerings of a genealogical quarterly, this publication features excellent regional history
articles, found to be well researched, well documented, well written, and with a professional
look to the typography. GTHS also exchanges publications with the Caldwell County group, and we
have received six issues thus far, for 1989 through 1991.

Tombstone Inscriptions of Some Cemeteries of Brazoria County, Vol. I, contains records of 18
local cemeteries. The book is available for $17.50 plus $2.25 P&H from Brazoria County

Cemeteries, P. 0. 813, Lake Jackson TX 77566. (from: The Genealogical Record, Houston
Genealogical Forum, December, 1991)

Lavaca County, Texas Cemetery Records are available in three volumes. Vol. I has 50 cemeteries,
Vol. II has 20 cemeteries, and Vol. III has 31 cemeteries, but unfortunately, we do not know
which cemeteries are in each volume. Also available is Aransas County, Texas Cemetery Records
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covering Fulton, Lamar, and Rockport cemeteries. Each volume is $15.00 plus §.94 state tax and

$1.50 P&H. Order from Sammy Tise, Rt. 1, Box 110AA, Hallettsville TX 77964. (from: Plum Creek
: Almanac, Genealogical and Historical Society of Caldwell County, Fall 1991)

Cemetery Records of Austin County. See announcement on page 30 of our last issue and a review
elsewhere in this issue.

German Interest Group of Minnesota Genealogical Society has a interesting and valuable
Newsletter. The GIG has regular meetings and workshops in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and
also has a Research Committee as well as study groups focusing on Bavaria, Canada, Hesse,
Pommern, Posen, Rheinland, Schleswig-Holstein, Baden, Alsace-Lorraine, Switzerland, Wirttemberg,
Oldenburg/Lower Saxony, Netherlands, Luxembourg, Poland, and Ostfriedland/Friesland. The
Research Committee has trained research assistants to answer members’ requests by mail and to
assist members at the GIG's library collection. The GIG has an extensive library collection at
Concordia College'’s Buenger Memorial Library in St. Paul, and the Newletter reports on new
library acquisitions. Among the items they have for sale are Ancestor Charts and Family Group
sheets in German, Guide to Prouncing German, a list of translators, a guide to Gothic Script,
guides to Meyers Orts und Verkehrs Lexikon and to the Mdllers Grosses Deutsches Ortsbuch plus
surveys of several cemeteries in Minnesota. The group has had much success with their
publication of Research Guide to German-American Genealogy. From time to time, we include items
"extracted from this Newsletter. For further information, contact: German Interest Group, Branch
of Minnesota Genealogical Society, P. 0. Box 16312, St. Paul MN 55116.

Wedding customs of the German tradition brought to Australia by the early settlers was the
subject of an article in Die Zeitung, Vol. 1, No. 9, Sept. 1991. This is the newsletter of the
German Research Group of the Genealogical Society of Queensland, Australia. (from: Newsletter
of German Interest Group, Minnesota Genealogical Society, January 1992)

Do you have a surname ending in "ius” in your family history? You may be able to trace it back
to Roman times! An article in the Oct/Nov/Dec 1991 issue of Der Bumenbaum, of the Sacramento

. Genealogical Society, tells about this. (from: Newsletter of German Interest Group, Minnesota
Genealogical Society, January 1992)

Ten libraries in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area have genealogical materials used for German

- research. A list of them was in the May 1991 issue of the newsletter published by the German
Interest Group of the Minnesota Genealogical Society. This should be on file in our GTHS office
and you may request a copy of page 3 of that issue.

Association of Professional Genealogists Quarterly for March 1992 had several significant
articles, including one on using direct mail techniques to locate descendants of a particular
family; another on the use of GEnie, General Electric’s network for Information Exchange and its
Genealogy Round Table (GRT); one on "How not to get your manuscript published,” with excerpts
from covering letters that are humorous, but...; an article on genealogy and interlibrary loan
(cooperation among librarians); and another on the accreditation program of the L.D.S. Family
History Library with information about the examinations and what the initials "A.G." signify.
APG's mailing address is 3421 M St., N.W., Suite 236, Washington DC 20007.
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AVAILABLE

Harrold K. Henck, Jr., of Galveston has been reading newspapers to help with his family
research. He found two articles he felt might be of interest to our GTHS members and forwarded
them to your Genealogy Editor.

. The first is a photograph and caption of five generations of the Kainer family of near
Weimar from the Galveston Daily News, 22 April 1942. Mrs. Theresia Kainer is pictured on her
97th birthday. Other names in the family are Kloesel, Jasek, Teltschik, and Brossmann.

The other is a drawing of a Mrs. Herman Frederic Dietz, of Dallas, who was one of the

‘ soloists at the 1896 Saengerfest held in San Antonio.

Anyone wishing to have these copies may send an SASE to your Genealogy Editor, Theresa
Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213. Thanks, Harrold!
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More Bits and Pieces and News and Research Tips

WHERE'S BAVARIA?

One of the things we must always keep in mind
in our research is that few persons emigrated from
what is called "Bavaria” today. Records prior to 1871
which list "from Bavaria,” almost invanably refer to
‘what today are Baden-Wiirttemberg, Rheinland-Pfalz
or Saarland. Bavarian rulers at various times con-
trolled most of central Europe. They were Catholic
and Protestants who came under Bavarian rule often

"Sensation oder Schwindel?*®
Several times ve have noted persons and/or companies
offering a ®Yournane Panily Heritage Book.® Recently,
Arliss Treybig of Bl Campo called to our attention that the
shusiness® had crossed the ocean, and she shared with us a
copy of the letter sent by Halbert's of Bath, Ohio, to one
of her Hennecke relatives in Germany, offering a *Hennecke

Familien Weltbuch.® Arliss said another friend named
Kleine received a letter about a "Kleine Familien
Weltbuch.* Shortly after this correspondence, ve noticed
the folloving article in the May 1992 Newsletter of the
Inmigrant Genealogical Society of Burbank, Calif. This
article explains the situation again.

GENEALOGICAL FRAUDS

. Occasionally we need to remind members, espe-
cially new ones, that there are some persons adver-
tising genealogical services who are not completely
honorable. Those who have done genealogical re-
search for many years are familiar with some of the
fictitious names used, such as Beatrice Bailey/
Bay}ey, Sharon Taylor, Elizabeth Ross and M
Whitney. Halbert's is known for inventing coats-of-
arms. Two new angles have come to our attention.

Persons from Germany have been writing to our
Society mentioning their "__ Family Worldbook"
(Familienweltbuch) from Bath, Ohio. Then came
the March-April 1991 issue of FANA (Familien-
kundliche Nachrichten) with a two page analysis, ti-
tled "Halbert's Familienweltbuch: Sensation oder
Schwindel?” The U.S. Postal Service has been
granted authority of intercept mail to some of these
businesses because of fraudulent practices. They are
now trying their techniques overseas!

In February member Louise Lamb received a
letter from Halbert's at Bath, OH, which stated, "Be-
cause your name is Lamb and you're a valued cus-
tomer. . .a unique money-making opportunity is
yours when you become the Lamb Family Director.
.. All you do is give your consent to use your name
as sponsor in the sale of products to people who
share your Lamb surname. Every time Halbert's of-
fers its products to Lambs living in the United
States, Canada, Europe, Australia and New Zealand,
you'll be paid in the amount of two percent for atl
net sales made" Halbert's claims to have already
paid Family Directors over $125,000.

Obviously hundreds of persons have purchased
what is touted as a family history, but is only a book
of pages where you may enter your information, a
few articles about genealogy, and a list of persons of
one surname living today.

Now that the U.S. Phonedisk C-D's are availa-
ble to the public, (locally at the LA Public Central
Library), sumame lists are readily available without
paying for questionably relevant material.

Don't lend your name to questionable material.

emigrated rather than convert to Catholicism, as was
often required. Be sure you look carefully at the date
of records and study central European histo?y to
identify the area where your ancestors actually lived
at any given time. i

Imnigrant Genealogical Society Newsletter, May 1992

Descendents of Huguenots Meet in Berlin

escendents of Huguenots from Germany, France and Switzer-

land met in Berlin on Saturday (April 25) for the 37th German
Huguenot Day, exactly one hundred years after their first meeting in
that city. The approximately 250 participants, descendants of seven-
teenth century French Protestant refugees to Berlin, commemorated
their traditions in the French Cathedral in eastern Berlin.

Every fifth Berliner was a Huguenot in 1720, according to the
Berlin-born French historian Pierre-Paul Sagave. Sagave outlined the
history of the Huguenots after 1685, when Louis XIV lifted the edict
that had guaranteed the Protestants religious freedom. Some 300,000
Huguenots left France; 20,000 settled in Brandenburg and 6,000 in
Berlin. Sagave emphasized that the Huguenots “owed their salvation
to the House of Hohenzollern.” “Tolerance was and is a tradition
here,” declared the historian; he noted that Friedrich Wilhelm, who
reigned from 1640-1688, ensured that the Huguenots had shelterand
employment. Frederick II “the Great,” who ruled from 1740-1786,
promoted political tolerance in addition to religious, he noted.

The Week in Germany, May 1, 1992

GERMANIC EMIGRANTS REGISTER _

The Germanic Emigrants Register has been created by a
group of German professional genealogists as a source for
locating origins of Germanic emigrants. The index includes
certain miscellaneous sources for the years 1820-1918, and
covers the entire former German Empire. To determine if the
database holds the German place of origin for a particular
emigrant, send his full name and approximate birth date,
occupation and/or denomination, and year of emigration or
earliest appearance abroad. The same data should be sent for
all known family members and relatives along with the name
of the German state or Prussian province of origin, if known.
You will be notified if the place of origin is found and quoted
a fee. You may accept the offer or not. Submit inquiries to
Germanic Emigrants Register, P.O. Box 1720, D-W 2840
Diepholz, Federal Republic of Germany.

Fron Porum, Pederation of Genealogical Societies, Winter 1991
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FROM OUR MEMBERS

The following section was compiled by your Genealogy Editor from the information received
from our members. If you have an interest in any of the families mentioned, write directly to
the member. To have your story or query appear in a future issue, write to your Genealogy
Editor Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213. Items are published free of charge
for members. For non-members, there is a $5.00 query fee.

If you wish to submit a longer article for publication, please be sure it is camera-ready.
The manuscript specifications are: materials must be typed, single spaced, on 8 1/2" by 11"
white paper, with only 1/4 inch margin on all sides. Remember, your typing must be almost
edge-to-edge. Because of concerns as to the length of the Journal, we suggest that such
articles be limited to two pages. '

Although every effort is made to publish reliable and historical resource material, the
GTHS Genealogy Editor does not accept responsibility for errors of fact or judgment in the
materials submitted by members for publication. This holds also for spelling of names of
persons and of and places in Germany; unless a family or place name falls within the previous
personal research experience of the Genealogy Editor, the spelling is used as submitted by the
member.

*******************‘}'*******************

John D. Movius 621 Lake Terrace Circle, Davis CA 95616 has done considerable research on the
names Movius, Mevius, Mevis and other spellings. His research goes as far back as the year 769
in the Neatherlands, but he is still searching for his own family origins. In particular, he
would like to know more about the father of Joseph Mevius (first name unknown) who settled at or
near Brownsville, Texas. Joseph Mevius was born in 1870 in Brownsville, and the family later
moved to New Orleans. There is also a Frederick Mevis who was naturalized somewhere in Texas in
1857; could this be the father of Joseph, also of James and Mary and possibly Alexander? The
naturalization information came from an article on Naturalization Records in Texas by Addison
Oates, published in the Copper State Bulletin, Vol. 11.1, pp. 17-22 and Vol. 11.2, pp. 44-49.

. Your Genealogy Editor has never heard of this publication, so if any of our readers/members know
if it, please let us know. John'’s research has taken him back to 34 Romans named Maevius or
Maenius in years 203 BC to 236 AD and includes other occurances of the name or similar names
from the early Middle Ages on in Livonia (now Estonia), Pomerania, Belgium, The Netherlands,
Lithuania, Sweden, Poland, Russia, Hamburg, Berlin and other parts of Germany.

Eugenia Krause 1001 W. Park Blvd, #228, Plano TX 75075 reports she and her husband have moved
from Comal County to the above new address. She also sent information found in Salt Lake City
to confirm that Anton and Bernard Geistman were brothers, both sons of Joan (sic) Henf¥ch
Geistman and Maria Catharina Suntrup. Anton, their fourth child, was born 14 July 1814, and
Bernard, their sixth child, was born 14 March 1817. All six of the children were born at
Gronhorst and baptized at Freckenhorst, in Westfalen.

Laura F. Bachus 113 Commerce, Palacios TX 77465 is attempting to locate some family records to
start her research. She knows only that her maternal great grandmother, Henrietta Poffenberger
was born in Germany. After arriving in Texas she married a man named Ralston. Among other
children was a daughter named Ida Lee Ralston, Laura’s grandmother. Laura assumes that the
family was Protestant, but is not certain of their origin in Germany nor of their Texas
settlement history.

Gladys Arnold, Rt. 3, Box 279, Victoria TX 77901 is looking for information on her cousin August
Weber. He was born on 18 August 1911 in Koerth in Lavaca County, the son of Robert Weber and
Amalia Rieger. The last anyone heard of him was when he was in the service, the 11lth Air Cargo
Resupply Squadron (serial number 6275753). he supposedly married, had children, and lived
somevhere in the Washington state, near Tacome. Gladys would like to hear from any member of
his family or anyone with information about this person.

The second person of interest to Gladys is Joseph Preiss;, her great grandfather. He came
. to America in 1854 from Osterhofen, Velshofen, Bavaria. He was born on 12 March 1832. She

would like to know the name of his immigrant ship and where he landed.
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The third family of interst to Gladys is Josephine Weber Akers and Claude Akers. They
lived around the Dallas area and had four or five children. Josephine was born in Victoria on
11 April 1892.

Yet a fourth interest of Gladys’s is Simon Edwin George Weber born in Victoria on 14 August
1893. His father was Charles Weber, Jr., who died when George was two years old. His mother
was Martha Beck; and she remarried around 1900 to a Mr. Thompson. George may have taken the
name of Thompson. George married, but Gladys beleives he had no children. She would like any
information concerning George or his wife.

Doris Ann Gorman 5528 Pitt St., New Orleans LA 70115 had two great great grandfathers arriving
in 1846 aboard the ship "Henry." They were Jacob Bender and Peter Mueller. Both are listed in
Geue and Geue’'s A New Land Beckoned. Doris Ann has obtained a copy of Jacob Bender's
immigration agreement with the Adelsverein (Society for Protection of German Immigrants in
Texas), but would like to learn more about the Adelsverein and its colonists.

Evelyn Wolf Rt. 1, Boc 194, McDade TX 78650 sent a list naming the families she and her husband,
Dan, are researching which appear in the "Genealogical Exchange" section. She is also very
concerned about the preservation and availability of records of the Lutheran churches in some of
.the smaller towns where she would like to do research. Anyone who shares her interest in these
records should contact Evelyn.

Doris Obsta 4306 Guy Grant Road, Victoria TX 77904 reports that her granddaughters, Katherine

Elizabeth and Allison Elizabeth Schuelke are fourth grandnieces of Julius Schiitze, who was the

schoolmaster of the German Free School in Austin and later lived in the school with his family.

(This is the building where GTHS now has offices.) This is the lineage as Doris gave it to us:
Katherine, age 7, and Allison, age 4, descend from

Parents Don E. Schuelke Katherine Obsta
Grandparents Henry Schuelke Naomi Lala
G-Grandparents Leo Schuelke Selma Seiler
GG-Grandparents August Wm. Schuelke Emelia Schiitze
GGG-Grandparents Eduard Schiitze Agnes Nitschke
GGGG-Grandparents Heinrich Schitze Louise Seelman

Eduard and Julius Schiitze were brothers. Doris also has records showing that Julius
Schiitze was married twice; the first marriage was to Henrietta Hinz and the second was to Julia
Breuegerhoff. He died 23 April 1904 and is buried in the Oakwood Cemetery in Austin. Doris
also noticed that on the list of former German Free School students there are four students
named Nitschke. Possibly these were related to Agnes (above).

Philip B. Pfeffer 8326 Neff, Houston TX 77036 writes that all four of his paternal great
grandparents were born in Germany and came to the United States when they were young. The
family names were: Pfeffer, Koch, Héhn (Hoehn in the U.S.), and Hunsinger. Early settlements
include Pittsburgh and Maryland, but most of the family ties are in the New Orleans area. Some
of the Hoehn family descendants have moved to Phoenix. Philip has been told that when his
Pfeffer-Hoehn grandparents married, they traveled to Fredericksburg on their honeymoon. Philip
has visited with Hoehn relatives in Weisbaden, Germany, and is trying to build a genealogy
computer data base on his family.

Esther P. Henry 609 Lallah St., Pineville LA 71360 says that her late husband, Dr. Harvey P.
Henry, was descended from the Mueller family that settled in Washington County in 1867. The
family landed at Baltimore from Germany that same year, but she is trying to find out how they
traveled from there to Texas. Esther'’s father’s family, Hildenbrand, came from Switzerland and
landed in New York in 1885 and traveled by train to Louisville, Kentucky. Since they had Swiss
neighbors in Lincoln County, Kentucky, they finally settled there. Her mother’'s parents came
from Hamburg in 1847 and landed at New Orleans. From there they went up the Mississippi River
to Cincinnati and traveled overland to Ripley County, Indiana.

Edward P. Staley 1101 Harding St., Muscle Shoals AL 35661 has learned a lot about his ancestors
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Genealogy: From Our Members, continued
in the last 18 months. He began knowing only his great grandmother’'s maiden name, Postart, but
nothing about his great grandfather, John Gusmus. Since his trip to San Antonio in January

* 1991, he has collected much information and has made many contacts. Recently he learned that
his mother’s brother was Christopher (or Christof) Postart. In 1985, his original house, built
in 1855, was relocated by the San Antonio Conservation Society to the grounds of the Yturri-
Edmunds home and mill, one of several historic sites operated by the SACS.

Lenora and Carl Wolf P. O. Box 310584, New Braunfels TX 78131 have completed books on the
Arning, Heckmann, and Huske/Hueske families, all from Germany, plus on the Stoll family from
Switzerland. Although these books are completed, they are always looking for additional
information on these and other families of interest, particularly the Hueske ties between their
family and those residing in Washington County. Eventually they would like to complete a book
on the Swiss-Texan settlements in Williamson county around the Wuthrich Hill and New Bern
communities, dealing mainly with the Stoll, Wuthrich, and Krieg families, also the Stauffer
family if enough information is located. In connection with further research, they would like
to pinpoint the location of two places in Germany: Schwarzenau and Dambrowka, Hauland. Can any
member help with these?

In order to request family group information for the books they published, Lenora and Carl
devised their own form for relatives to fill in. Lenora sent samples, and your Genealogy Editor
notes many features to recommend it. For a sample, send an SASE to the Wolfs at the above
address.

David C. Bianchi 10 Branden Road, Conroe TX 77302 reports his Bischoff ancestors have been
traced to the 17th century in Dietlingen, Baden, using L.D.S. (Mormon) microfilm of church
records. Likewise, his Hirschhauser ancestors have been traced to the late 18th century in
Manderbach and Offdilln, Nessen-Nassau, also using L.D.S. microfilm. However, he has been
unable to locate records for the Leschner family of Bresalu and Torgau, in Germany or Poland,
depending on the year. Surnames of other ancestors found in the Dietlingen church records
include: Eberle, Bissinger, Bauer, Rupf, Weiss, Schnerr, Burger, Bussang, and Timbolds.
Surnames of other ancestors found in the church records of Manderbach and Offdilln include;
- Huck, Schmidt, Hoffman, and Schaefer. All church records were found in the "Evangelische
Kirche;" in Texas the families were Lutheran. All three families settled in Victoria County.

Minnie Weidner Rosenberg 318 Blue Bonnet Blvd., San Antonio TX 78209 has published books on the
Friederick Heitkamp family (1978), on the Kramm family (1981 and 1982), on the Langbein family
(1981 and 1988) and on the Weidner family (1992). She has copies of the Weidner family book for
sale for $35.00, which includes postage. The nearly 300-page, hardbound book contains 2,700
names and 900 marriages and birthdates and an index. Minnie is continuing to look for
additional information on the family of Christiane Weidner Holz, from Oberlichtenau, Saxony, and
Nikolaus Holz, from Olstrich on the Rhine, Nassau. They were a Lutheran family of Comal County
with possibly a former residence in Guadalupe County.

Charles E. Behrens Star Route, Box 51, Levels WV 25431 is looking for the town of origin in
Germany for his grandfather Behrens. As far as Charles knows, he was the only one of his family
to come to the U.S.. The Behrens family lived in Lawrence, Mass.; Lutherville, Johnson County,
Ark.; and in Indian Territory before arriving in Texas between December 1890 and 1893. 1In
Texas, they lived in Tarrant County and were possibly Lutheran. Of his seven children, only
three had children. Of the seven grandchildren, five are living. Two Behrenses remain in
Tarrant County (Colleyville) and a granddaughter was in Fort Worth two years ago. Charles has
also been in touch with a great granddaughter. But, none of the relatives could help with
information about the town of origin in Germany.

Judith Renker 4010 Deer Trail, Temple TX 76504 has not done any research on the Renker and Vogel
families in the past year because she has been deeply involved in the publication of Growing Up
> in Tillson, New York. The first edition was published in late October and was sold out by the
end of December. The Hugenot Historical Society will print the second, revised and expanded
edition. More stories, photographs, and newspaper clippings were contributed by others who also
. grew up in Tillson. We hope Judith will share with our GTHS members her story about the
diappearance of the Renker land survey in Bastrop County. Sounds mysterious!
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Genealogy: From Our Members, continued

Phyllis Thielemann RR #1, Box 58A, Carlock IL 61725 is compiling a list of descendants of the
Thielemann and Grebe families and would like to contact someone who has done that for the
William Remmert family that started out at New Wehdem and moved to the Sealy area about 1880-90.
This Remmert married two Thielemann sisters who were first cousins to the Thielemann brothers
that Phyllis is following. She would like to get to know that side of the family. Phyllis
writes, "I enjoy researching my notes and talking to other families about our family."

Rowena Bartels 3732 N. Indiana, Kansas City MO 64117 has a little information on her husband’s
family and is looking for more. She does not know where Henry Bartels or Bartles was born.
Either he or his wife, Etta Schulze came from Germany. Henry was born 23 February 1853; Etta
was born 7 June 1855. Rowena does not know when or where they married. They had two sons,
Edwin Otto, born 17 June 1877; and Henry A., born 6 April 1894; both born possibly in the
vicinity of Geronimo, Seguin or San Antonio. Edwin Otto married Frieda Zipp on 1 January 1902;
she was born 5 January 1881, but where? They had two sons, Harold H., born in 1904, and
Robinson Edward, born in 1907, both born at Dietz, Texas. A daughter, Evelyn, was bornm in 1917
at Needville. Robinson Edward was her husband’s father. Henry Bartels's other son, Henry A.,
had four children: Bee, Pearl, Etta Marie and Henry, Jr. Bee married a Dexrington; Pearl
married a Stroman; and Etta Marie married a Hooker. Henry A. was married first to Margaret
Engelhardt and then to Elva Barnes. Henry A. died 8 September 1961 in San Antonio. Your

Genealogy Editor is attempting to aid Rowena and Felton in contacting relatives living in San
"Antonio.

Curtis A. Schwab 1636 Shadow Valley Dr., Ogden UT 84403 says that his Schwab lineage has been
traced to about 1650 and his Foerster lineage to about 1808. However, he has very little on his
mother's side, the Roemisch, Dramberger, and Gold families. His great grandmother was Rosina
Gold (11 Jan 1842-24 Dec 1929) who married Wencel/Wenzel Roemisch. They lived in Guadalupe
County. There does not seem to be a connection with the Golds of your Genealogy Editor'’s
husband’s family. That Gold family came from Moravia about 1878, settled first at High Hill and
then at Nada, while current-day families are found also at Weimar, E1 Campo, Violet, and

surrounding areas. More information on Curtis's families can be found in the "Genealogical
Exchange® section.
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GTHS MEMBERS' GENEALOGICAL EXCHANGE

At the request of several members, we have added a column for "Origin in Germany® for the
Genealogical Exchange. Because of the positive feedback on this additon, we are continuing the
new format. The "origin" may be given as broadly or as specifically as known. Place and family
names are given as spelled by the contributors.

Researching Origin in Tex. County Religion
Surnames Germany Settled

MEMBER: Curtis A. Schwab, 1636 Shadow Valley Dr., Ogden UT 84403 (801) 479-0930

Schwab Hessen Comal /Guadalupe Cath/Prot
Foerster Roetgen by Aachen Comal /Guadalupe Protestant
Roemisch ? Guadalupe : Catholic
Dramberger ? Gualalupe Catholic
Gold : ? Guadalupe Catholic
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Genealogy: Members’ Genealogical Exchange, continued

Researching Origin in Tex. County Religion
s Surnames Germany Settled

MEMBER: Madeline E. Gold Wyrwich, 10207 Sunrise Field Dr., San Antonio TX 78245 (512) 673-1125

Gold ? Comal, also in Ill. Meth. or Luth.
Locke ? Comal Catholic (?)
Christian ? in Vienna & Peoria Ill. ?
Prim ? in vienna & Peoria Il1l1. ?
Schulze ? Comal ?
Wilkins ? Atascosa ?
Marquardt Rothenacker, Reutz & Switzerland Kerr ?
Peschel ? Kerr ?
Grasso Beverungen, Westphalia Gillespie ?
Seidensticker ? Kendall ?
Werner ? Kendall ?
Handley ? Bexar ?
Klier ? Kerr ?
Cowan ? Kerr ?
Wehmeyer ? Kerr ?
Ransom ? Bexar ?
Green ? Bexar ?
Smith ? Kendall/Bexar ?
MEMBER: Evelyn and Dan Wolf, Rt. 1, Box 194, McDade TX 78650

N Wolf Rotehof near Worlitz Bastrop Lutheran
Zander Seehausen near Wittenberge Bastrop Lutheran
Jantzen Eckfleth near Oldenburg Bastrop Lutheran
Heinze Zwenkau near Grimma Bastrop Lutheran
Ihlo/Ehlo Serno near Coswig Bastrop Lutheran
Schliter Grochewitz near Coswig Bastrop Lutheran
Ratzenburg Seehausen near Wittenberge Washington/Bastrop Luth.

The following families did not come to Texas; they are maiden surnames of Dan’s ancestors that
did come to Texas. As the above families, all were known to be Lutheran.

Arnke Huntlosen, W. Ger.

Schubert near Leipzig

Schulze Serno near Coswig, E. Ger.
Schelling ? in Germany

Luken ? in Germany

Kasebier near Worlitz, E. Ger.

Moglich ? in Germany

Huth Grochewitz near Coswig, E. Ger.
Malzahn Serno near Coswig, E. Ger.

MEMBER: Gladys Armold, Rt. 3, Box 279, Victoria TX 77901, (512) 575-0560

Weber Lavaca Lutheran
Preiss Osterhofen, Velshoven, Bavaria Victoria Catholic
Akers Victoria/Dallas/Tarrant Catholic
* Weber Victoria/Dallas/Tarrant Catholic
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Genealogy: Members’ Genealogical Exchange, continued

Researching
Surnames

Origin in
Germany

Tex. County
Settled

Religion

MEMBER: Mrs. Carl F. Wolf, P. 0. Box 310584, New Braunfels TX 78131-0584

Meiske Mehnen bei Levern, Westphalia
Austin/Williamson

Arning Oppenwehr Austin

Heckmann Sundern, Levern, Westphalia
Austin/Williamson

Huske/Hueske Schwarzenau Washington/McLennan

Lampe ? Washington

Bosse Oppernwede or Oppenwede Austin/Washington

Lutheran
Lutheran

Lutheran
Lutheran
Lutheran
Lutheran

B . I R N L L e T N

MEMBER: Daniel Waskow, 111 Royal Street, Bryan TX 77801 (409) 846-5344, work,

‘Waskow Funkenhagen, Pomeran Washington
Waskow Dego Guadalupe/Fort Bend
Goth ? Fort Bend

Otto ? Guadalupe/Fort Bend

Lutheran
Lutheran
?
?

or 696-7113, home

MEMBER: Virginia Schulmeier, P. O. Box

Schulmeyer Menteroda Comal /Bexar
Ackermann Menteroda Bexar

Stahl Nister Comal /Bexar
Krueger ? Comal /Bexar
Froboese Comal/Bexar
-Rittimann from France Guadalupe/Bexar
Eisenhauer Aurich Bexar

Wagenfuhr ? Comal

215, Geronimo TX 78115

Lutheran
?
?
?
?
?

Lutheran

MEMBER: Regina (Mrs. Harvey) Adam, 102 Scottie Dr., Boerne TX 78006 (512)

Adan Tzefenbach Kendall

Wendler Bielfeld, Westphalia Kendall

Hofheinz Strass-Ebersbach, Dillenberg, Nassau
Kendall

Willke Collberg on Baltic Sea Comal/Kendall

Haufler Warttenberg Kendall

Richter Bremen Comal /Kendall

Voelcker Prussia Comal /Kendall

Lohmann Schleswig-Holstein, Eckenforde Kendall

Magers Hanover Kendall

Busch Steinbruicken Amt. Dillenberg Comal

Freethinker

?

NN ) N N N N

249-2735

MEMBER: Elizabeth Dehnel McKinney, 10902 Sage Oak Cove, Austin TX 78759 (512) 258-2168

Dehnel Oels Austin

Evang. Lutheran
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Genealogy: Members’ Genealogical Exchange, continued

Researching Origin in Tex. GCounty
: Surnames Germany Settled

Religion

119

MEMBER: Mrs. Carl T. Smith, 223 E. Palfrey Dr., San Antonio TX 78223 (512) 333-4563

Uhr Nassau Comal
Reichmuth Lippe Comal /Bexar
Wahl Nassau Comal

Kreitz Roetgen Comal /Guadalupe
Rotscheidt Gemiind Comal

Lutheran

Lutheran

MEMBER: Roy A. Engler, 3504 Creston Ave., Fort Worth TX 76133 (817) 924-8912

Eger/Engler Bad Imnau, Hohenzollern Guadalupe
Eberhardt Farnrode, Eisenach Guadalupe
Specht Lobach, Kreis Holzminden Comal

"Grote Worbsen Comal

Harborth ? Guadalupe
Schmalkoke Dousen Amtgerich, Eschershausen G’lupe
Lange ? Guadalupe
Hundertmark ? ?

Basse ?. ?

Catholic

B R D W) W) ) D

P L T T N R R L R R R R E R

MEMBER: Patsy Hand, 417 Cottonwood, Victoria TX 77904 (512)

Rabenaldt Lubeck, Schleswig Holstein DeWitt
Mittelhausen, Saxony/Anhalt
Wolferstedt, Saxony/Anhalt
Monchpfiffel, Saxony/Anhalt

Goldman Kefferhausen, Thuringia DeWitt
Schuenemann Pommern Province DeWitt/Goliad
Kluge Pommern Province DeWitt/Goliad
Lundschen Ackmenischken, Lithuania DeWitt
Mertien Lithuania DeWitt

575-0049

Lutheran

Catholic
Lutheran
Lutheran
Lutheran
Lutheran

The following families did not emigrate; these families married into

families:

Bauer Weimar, Thuringia

Dittmar Weimar, Thuringia

Eckhart Kefferhausen, Thuringia

Gebhard Kefferhausen, Thuringia

Goldschmidt Allstedt, Saxony/Anhalt

Schmidt/Schmidts Kullstedt, Thuringia

Schmidt Lengefeld, Thuringia
Weimar, Thuringia

Vogt Kullstedt, Thuringia

Lutheran
Lutheran
Catholic
Catholic
Lutheran
Catholic
Lutheran
Lutheran
Catholic

the Rabenaldt and Goldman

MEMBER: Judith Renker, 4010 Deer Trail, Temple TX 76504 (817) 778- 5960

Renker Hessen-Darmstadt Bastrop
Vogel Harve, Prussia Caldwell

Luth/Meth
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Genealogy: Members' Genealogical Exchange, continued

Researching
Surnames

Origin in
Germany

Tex. County
Settled

Religion

MEMBER: Pat Newhouse, 808 N. 8th S t., Honey Grove TX 76556 (903) 378-7237

Molzberger
Hoerster
Leifeste

Nassau Prov.
Prussia
Braunschweig

Gillespie
Mason
Mason

?
Methodist
Methodist

MEMBER: Jonathan F.

Riba
Beck
Uecker
Leesch
"Scheel
Schwab
Syring
Friesenhahn
Nitsche
Heinemann
Raulz
Klett
Wendel
Durst
Ahrens
Bratherich
Miller
Boecker

- . e . e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e B R e T e e =

MEMBER: Barbara Brod Bonin, 2318 Willow Blvd., Pearland TX 77581 (713) 485-3408

Brod Prussia

Braden Budesheim
Baumann

Dixon Alsace Lorraine
Haude

Burtschell Bingen

Laux ?

Schmidt Sponsheim
Garvel Poland

Morrow

Born

Bonin Grenoble

Dugas ?

Allen ?
Beimer/Silkenbiumer Ascheberg, Westf.
Meismer Saxony

Behne ?

Plocek ?

Riba, 1009 Whippoorwill Ct., Arlington TX 76014 (817) 274-5782

Austria
Baden Baden
Tempelburg
Stralsund
Michelsrombach
Michelsrombach
Sieben Gebergen
Dalheim
Prussia
Henden, Prussia
?
Saxony
Heimbach
Dettenhausen
Hanover
Hanover
?
Alsace Lorraine

Blanco
Comal /Bexar
Comal /Bexar
Comal /Bexar
Comal

Comal

Comal

Comal

Comal
Gillespie
Gillespie
Gillespie
Gillespie
Mason/Gillespie
Gillespie
Gillespie

Austin/Llano/Gillspe Protestant

Washington

Colorado
Colorado
Victoria/Milam
Bexar/Harris
Harris
Colorado

?

?
Victoria
in SC and GA
in SC and GA
Harris
not in Texas

?
Colorado
Fayette
Colorado/Falls
GColorado/Falls

Catholic
Catholic

?

?
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Protestant
Protestant
Protestant
Protestant
Protestant

Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Luth/Cath
Luth/Cath
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic

?

?
Luth/Cath
Catholic

?
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic
Catholic

el-1l 'Idag 's|ajunpag] May | Ul 766
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Leonora Stoll Wolf, P. O. Box 310584, New Braunfels, Texas 78131, reports that 21

> she completed the Christian H. Arning and Wilhelmine Bosse family history.
Christian H. Arning was born July 31, 1844 in Germany, believing his birthplace
toibe Oppenwehr. He married Wilhelmine Bosse while still in Germany and they
were blessed with three children born in Germany: Christoph, born October 18,

h 1868; Henrietta, born January 5, 1870, and John W. born January 18, 1872. Chris-
tian and Wilhelmine and their three children made the choice to immigrate to
America and they arrived on October 18, 1874. Following their arrival in Texas,
settling in Austin County, Texas, they were blessed with five more children:
Sophie, born January 2, 1876 at Kenney; William, born December 21, 1877 at Kenney;
Matilda, born may 29, 1880 at Kenney; Minnie born August 29, 1882 at Kenney and
Emma, born October 4, 1888 also at Kenney.

Christian was accidentally killed at age 45. He had hauled a bale of cotton

to the gin and on the journey home from Bellville, the horses were frightened
and they panicked. Christian fell from the wagon as it was going down the hill at
Buffalo Bridge. He received a broken rib which punctured the lungs and he died
from an infection three days later on September 2, 1889. Wilhelmine died at

the age of almost 93 years, on August 14, 1936, her birth date being September
22, 1844, also in Germany.

In compiling the Arning family history, a request was made of one of the grand-
.daughters of Christian and Wilhelmine Arning to share any memories of her grand-
parents and to relate any stories she remembered her grandmother telling her of
their experiences on the journey to America. This granddaughter is Meta Arning
Henske, residing in Brenham, Texas. And, her story is now shared with the mem-
bers of the German-Texan Heritage Society, with Meta's permission.

A GRANDDAUGHTER REMEMBERS
s By Meta Arning Henske

"You asked if my grandmother ever talked about their trip from Germany to America.
All I remember she did say was that the people got so sea sick. Uncle Christo-
pher (Meta's uncle) was so sick that they did not think he would make it. They
did not have the right food for a sick child on ship and he almost starved to
death. And, I remember "Mutter" had a big coffer or trunk where they had all
their belongings in. Whatever happened with the coffer or trunk when she died

I do not know. And, "Mutter"” had some folks left in Germany but I do not know

if it was her parents or sisters or brothers. But, ever so often she would

get a letter and they would complain that they had no money to buy things. Then
"Mutter" would be so upset that she would send them some money. Daddy had to
hélp her with it. Then she would write them a letter and put the address on the
letter in German writing. How it ever got there, I do not know.

"Mutter" was a sweet Grandma. She always called me her girl because Mama was sick
when I was little. So Grandma taught me a lot. And, then when the boys were
bigger and had a car, Model T, one of them had to take her to church every Sun-
day..which was twice a month at the 0ld Germania Church. Grandma taught us to
read German. And I tell you when we would go to Church that Sunday, she would
ask what did the preacher preach on..what book of the Bible. And, we were sure
to know.

And, her main job was to shuck all the corn for the hogs, chickens and horses. If
we would not want her to do the job, she would get upset and say..that's my job
and I like it. She would say we kids make a mess with the shucks mixed up with
the corn. And, one more job which was hers was to church the cream for making

. butter and also to feed the dogs and cats. "Mutter" would carry the shucks to
the cows. She scratched her leg on a piece of barbed wire and it got so bad
that she got the "Rosen", as it is called in German. It just would not heal.
She decided to go to Taylor...maybe there was a doctor who could help her. So

. her daughters, Minnie and Sophie got her up to Taylor. But she never got over it.
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"Mutter" had a pair of wooden shoes which she brought from Germany. And we kids
just loved to wear those shoes in the house because they would make so much noise
when we walked in them.*"

Meta continues,"after Annettie got married( Meta's sister) I had to sleep in her
room with her since she had a double bed and I had a single bed. And, "Mutter"
was in Taylor on the occasion of her 80th birthday. So, they had a celebration
for her and she got a beautiful cut glass flower vase shaped like a basket. "Mut-
ter" said some lady who had a jewelry store gave it to her and when she would
die, I should have it. And, I sure got it too...still have it.

Whenever we would get the first bale of cotton, she would give us each 25 cents
and we were so happy. She would go and help us pick cotton right there at home.

She would tie up her apron and pick into her apron. Well, that was some good
and bad days."

Something else Meta shared was the description "Mutter" told about the trip over
on the ship. "The Arnings had one large room on the ship. At times it was so bad,
that one member of the family lay in one corner trying to sleep while another lay
in a different corner throwing up from seasickness, while another family member
sat in the third corner on the “pottie" and the mama sat in the fourth corner
feeding the baby. This is not really something one likes to repeat, but it is
Jjust the way it was on the ship."

The story gives us an insight to the hardships and turbulent times our ancestors
experienced in coming to this new country, seeking their freedom and new adven-
ture and new opportunities to improve their own life and that of their future
generations.

Current Status of New Braunfels Sesquicentennial Project
by Everett A, Fey

Last year in Vol. XIII, #3, of THE JOURNAL we announced our sesquicentennial project
in New Brau‘:ﬁels to prepare and publish a book about the First Founders of New Braunfels. We are
pleased to say that we are making progress in our endeavor. :

i hing the
: Ann Rodgers and her volunteers at the Sophienburg Archiveg have been busily researc
names and fagrmlias of the New Braunfels founders. They are gathering facts and cther data about these
first settlers from the Solms Archives, census records, county records and other documental sources.
Family histories are also being combed for all genealogical data.

i harts
Some members of the Comal County Genealogy Society have helped with supplying genealogical ¢ A
for m?:me of these first families. They have also assisted in helping to collect biographies of these earliest

settlers.

i hical and
of readers have also responded well. I have received several letters with biograp
genz::lmogiz:alY :l:ta of the founders. It is always great to hear from you readers because you are aware

of so much more of the traditions and cther little known details of these pioneer settlers.

by the
, I have made a fairly exhaustive search of the granting of the first town and acre lots
Ver:f;?:1 atlo}{he im:\iqrants, the eirly Verein financial ledger in the Solms Archives and a closer look at th:
early ship logs. All this data is combined withthe.abovein my computer' . Roots misgu:nxescellen
program to keep track of all the families especially with all the intermarriages of the first .

i unfels first
To all readers....do you have any biographical or genealogical data of any of the New Bra els
founders? (Refer to list on page 234 of Vol XIII, #3). Please share it with us so we can publish ﬂ:dm our
book. We want names and dates of their children (and spouses), grandchildren (and spouses) and their
great-grandchildren. Also a portrait (laser copy please) of the founder himself when possible.

Send all material to: Everett A. Pey
6516 Honey Hill
San Antonio, Texas 78229
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BEINHORN FAMILY: "FANA"

» Shortly after discovering the name of the Beinhorn home-town in Germany
in the old St. Peter church records (page 59, GTHS JOURNAL, Vol. XIV No.
1, Spring, 1992), the GTHS NEWSLETTER No. 1, 1990 arrived with an article
concerning the FAMILIENKUNDLICHE NACHRICHTEN ("FANA"). This is a family
information news magazine published six times a year and has a circulation
of over 13,000 in Germany.

The article stated that the magazine was devoted entirely to ads for
"missing ancestors" and the cost for an ad was about U. S. $15.00. The
request should be written in English detailing the German background of
the family and the approximate date of departure for America. I wrote
"FANA" immediately, sending along the necessary family information and
$15.00 in cash. In early June 1990 I received a copy of the March-April
issue of the magazine which contained the ad.

The information I sent to them: The ad as it appeared :

The Beinhorn Family of six persons
sailed out of Bremerhaven 11 Nov.
1853 on the bark "SUWA" commanded
by Capt. D. Schwartz and arrived
in Galveston, Texas 23 Dec. 1853.
This family was Dietrich Beinhorn,
wife Sophie?, and four children
from the village of OsloB near
the city of Wolfsburg.

Beinhorn - Alles gesucht "uber
die Familie, die mit 6 Personen
(Dietrich, * um 1793, Sophie
[Ehefrau] und 4 Kindern) aus
OsloB bei Wolfsburg mit Schiff
"SUWA" unter Capt. D. Schwartz
1853 nach USA kam,

Route 1 Box 100, Moscow, Texas
75960 USA Herbert L. Beinhorn

In July 1990 I received a letter from Herr Reinhold Jerke of Tappenback,

a village near OsloB. Herr Jerke sent a census list from the "county

seat" of Gifhorn for the years 1747, 1766, 1791, 1807, 1833, 1848, 1871,

1971 and 1987. Some years had more than one Beinhorn family 1listed.

Following are a few of the entries:

1. Hennig Jacob Beinhorn, 1747 in OsloB, o014 house No. 12. (in the year
1700 this farm belonged to the widow of Hans Porsielen).

5. D. (Dietrich?) Beinhorn, 1833 in OsloB, old house No. 15. Family of
five persons (3 males - 2 females). (Dietrich? by Herr Jerke).

8. Heinrich Beinhorn, 1971 farm-owner in OsloB, o014 house No. 12,

9. H. (Heinrich?) Beinhorn, 1987 in OsloB.

This was very good news if D. Beinhorn was really Dietrich. St. Peter
records show that Dietrich died in December, 1866 at age 73. His birth
date would have been around 1793 which would have made him 40 years old
in 1833 with a family of five. He was 60 years old in 1853 on arrival
in Texas with his family which included a six year o0ld son. My next step
would be to send Herr Jerke postage money with my thanks and also to

request the address of the OsloB Church.

"FANA" really did work for the Beinhorn Family and below is their address:

FAMILIENKUNDLICHE NACHRICHTEN

Verlag Degener & Co.
Postfach 1340

D - 8530 Neustadt (Aisch)
Germany

Submitted by:
Herbert L. Beinhorn
Route 1, Box 100
Moscow, Texas 75960
U.S.A.
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extracted from documents between 1855 and 1920.

UVALDE COUNTY RESIDENTS WITH GERMAN SURNAMES,

1855-1920

In our GTHS Journal, issue #3 for 1992, page 228, we announced that Tom
Schleising, member of GTHS and the Uvalde County Historical Commission, had
prepared a 30-page document listing Uvalde County residents with German surnames

Sources included county

marriage records, cemetery lists, and the U.S. Census for 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900

and 1910.

particular surname appears, send an SASE to Thomas G.

1453, Uvalde TX 78802.

AHLHARDT
AIGNER
ALBRECHT
ARNIN
BALZEN
BRRNARD
BRUER
BRUNER
BEHR
BERGER
BEUERSHRUSEN
BLECHSCHNIDT
BLETSCH
BRADEN
BRAES ICKE
BRETHRUER
BRENER
BRIESCH
BRI TZHAN
BURKHALTER
CLINE
CRENMELGE
DICKE
DIETRICH
DOERSAN
DORNBUSCH
DROESSER
DUBE

EBELL
ECKELBERG
EHLERS
ENGEL
ENGELNRNN
ERFURY
FALKENBERG
FRSCH

F 1 SCHER
FREIDRA
FRIEDRICH
FUCHS
FULENNIDER
FUSSELNAN
GETZENDANNER
GLAESER
HABERNACHER
HABY
HAGERNAN
HAUBNER

HE |1 DENMAN

Below is a listing of the German surnames found in these records and
appearing in the document.

We thank Tom for sharing this list with us. For
further information on these surnames or for a copy of the item where a

HEINE
HEINRICH
HE 1 RMAN
HELBIG
HELHLE
HERNAN
HERMANN
HILDEBRANDT
HORG (HOOG)
HOHENBERGER
HOOG
HORNER
HUBERT
HUEGELE
JAEGL |
JANSSEN
JURICK
KANPHANN
KARN
KELLERSBERGER
KESSLER
KI1EFER
KIRCHNER
KLAUS
KNIBBE
KNIPPR
KOCH
KOCHENDOERFER
KOEHLER
KOERNER
KONEN

KORN
KRABAUN
KRANER
KRAUSE
KRAUT
KREBRUN
KREI18
KRETCHMER
KRUGER
KUBESCH
KURTZHAN
LANGNER
LIEBER
LUBBE
NATTHIES
HENDEKE
HERGELE
NERTZ

Schliesing, P. O. Drawer

HEYER SHUDDENRGEN
HILLER sSNIDT

HOO0S <HEMIS) SPEI1GHTS
MUELLER STRAUSS
HERTZ STEIN
NEUNANN STENDABACH
NIENEYER STREIB
CHLENBUSCH STRUBE
PANKRATZ TANPKE
PETERS THRNE
PIPER THEILEPRPE
RADBE THEIN
RRUSCH THIENANN
REHN THIEN
REINANER TOPPERUEIN
REINRRZ ULBRICH

RE INEHER ULRICH

RE INHARDT UHLANG

RE INHRRT utZ

RHEIN VOELCKER
RHE INER VOSBEL
RICHRRZ vosT
RIEBER HACHTER
RIFF HEIGLE
RINMKUS UE IS INGER
ROTHE HENTZ
SAATHOFF HERTH
SANNANN HEVHILLER
SANTLEBEN UIDNER
SCHREFER WI1EBUSH
SCHASTAG UIPFF
SCHAME HISH
SCHEILE HITTENBURG
SCHINMELPFENNING HOHLSCHLREGER
SCHLUCHTER WOLFF
SCHNIDT HOLLSTHRALEGER
SCHNEIBER ZINSHEISTER
SCHOELLNANN ZUERCHER
SCHROEDER ZuicK
SCHULENBERS

SCHULER

SCHULTZ

SCHULTZER

SCHUTZ

SCHHRRTZ

SCHME |NFURT

SCHUING

SHRANE (SCHOEN)
SHUDDE
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THE CEMETERIES OF AUSTIN COUNTY....cccccccecccccscscccccccccccsh Book Review

The Cemeteries of Austin County, a project of the Austin County Historical Society, is a
hardback book with black vinyl cover with gold lettering, weighing 4 3/4 pounds, measuring 8
3/4" by 11 1/2", containing 776 pages, and listing over 18,000 names from what had been
estimated at first to be 75-80 burial sites, but escalated to 170 upon completion. The book
gives records of burials by cemeteries as well as an alphabetical index by individual names,
plus a removable map giving burial site locations. Undertaking such an immense project as this
in one of the areas most thickly poplulated by German immigrants into Texas in the 1800s was
done by dedicated volunteers wanting to preserve a part of Texas history, and is probably the
only record that some of them even existed. It has been accomplished over an eight-year period
and several proof readings. However, the Austin County Historical Commission is well aware
errors do exist and that unknown private burial sites are not recorded. They welcome any
correction or addition as they intend to make yearly supplements and enter date into their
computer files, plus making them available upon request.

Because this book may be the best source for immigrants to the area in the 1800s, it
behooves each of us who knowingly had relatives settling in this area (or any concerned person),
even though not purchasing a copy of the book, to check its contents for accuracy and submit any
corrections or additions to aid these dedicated volunteers in making this as perfect a source
reference for all who may use it now or in the future. A simple example: date of death on one
tombstone in a private cemetery had partially deteriorated; it was read as "in the 1800s." When
a family genealogy was done almost 20 years previously, with the stone being cleaned, it was
recorded as "in the 1860s." One can see the possibility of a man’s life’s work more accurately,
especially knowing he had come to Texas in 1846, settling in the Cat Spring area, where he was
also buried. Time and weather take their toll especially on unkept private burial areas, even
losing all traces of some. However, if a record could be made in this book, the knowledge would
always be available.

It also concerns me that no date of publication has been printed in the book, or that no
mention was made of a copyright being pending. Surely a book of this importance should be on
record in the Library of Congress. It could probably be more accurate than data found in the
: 1850 and 1860 Census. Together, though, much accuracy could be obtained in correlating the two
by anyone researching such.

The Cemeteries of Austin County, Texas is still available by sending a check or money order
for $41.21 ($35.00, plus $2.71 tax and $3.50 shipping) payable to "Austin County, Texas"™ and
" sending to Cemetery Book, c/o The Austin County Historical Commission, P. O. Box 187, Bellville
TX 77418. This is a most remarkable reference book, well-organized and easy to use. Nothing
but praise shoudl be extended to all who have made it possible, with a big "thank you,"
especially to those who did the "legwork" collecting the data and braving the elements,
underbrush, snakes, bugs, and especially the fireants. Certainly a job well done! Thanks to
each of you.

from: Nellie Kinkler Moses, San Antonio, Texas

Genealogy Editor’s note: Mrs. Moses brings up a topic that may be of interest to our members and
readers--the current copyright laws.

Under current copyright law, all written (and other) materials are assumed to be
copyrighted from the time the work is created in fixed form, even if the word "copyright" or the
symbol "@®" does not acutally appear on works published after 1 March 1989.

Also, there is no real connection between obtaining a formal copyright and submitting the
work to the Library of Congress. Although a copyright registration is not required, the
Copyright Act established a mandatory deposit requirement for works published in the United
States. Generally it is the owner of the copyright who has the legal obligation to deposit in
the Copyright Office, within three months of publication in the United States, two copies for

: the use of the Library of Congress. Failure to make the deposit can result in fines and other
penalties, but does not affect copyright protection.

For information both on copyrighting and on depositing a work with the Library of Congress,

N see "Copyright Basics," which is Circular #1 of the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress,
Washington DC 20559.
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FAMILY REUNIONS

The Siegert-Beckmamm-Garling & Schultz-Kulow reunion will be held 2 August 1992 from 10:00 a.m,
to 4:00 p.m. at Millheim Harmonie Hall in Millheim, Texas. The children present will be
entertained by a puppet show, and family line pictures will be taken. A basket lunch and
"Tasters Pride" dishes will be served. From: Lucille Siegert-Ricke, 1302 Overhill, Houston TX
77018.

Preiss Family: The first annual reunion of the Joseph Preiss, Sr., family will be held 8 August
1992 at Trinity Luther Hall, 404 E. Constitution, Victoria, Texas. Joseph came to America when
he was 22 years old from Osterhofen, Velshofen, Bavaria. He lived all his life around the
Victoria, Texas, area doing farming and ranching. He and his wife, Anna Marie (Mary) Dittmeyer
had the following children: Anna Preiss Gisler, Joseph Preiss, Jr., Mary Preiss Schindler, Henry
Preiss, Cresencia Preiss Duderstadt, Alois Preiss, and Theresa Preiss Schindler. The Reunion
Committee requests those attending bring a meat dish and/or vegetable or dessert. Coffee, tea,
paper plates and utensils will be furnished. For information: Gladys Armold, Rt. 3, Box 279,
Victoria TX 77901, phone: (512) 575-0560.

Beinhorn Family Reunion: A covered dish affair is planned for all day Saturday, 10 October
1992, in the fellowship hall of St. Peter United Church of Christ (formerly Evangelical and
Reform), 9022 Long Point Road, Houston, Texas. Descendants of Christian and Mary and Jacob and
"Wilhelmine (Tendler) Beinhorn include: Bauer, Kolbe, Noack, Stopple, Golbow, Paschek, Sauer,
Eichler. On Sunday, 11 October 1992, St. Peter will celebrate its 1l44th anniversary with a .
special service and a dinner on the grounds. For information, call C. A. Beinhorn at (713)
391-1851, or H. L. Beinhorn at (409) 398-2766.

The second Ricke-Hock reunion will be held 18 October 1992, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Runge
Park, Santa Fe, Texas. Guests will bring basket lunches and a family-line skit will entertain.
From: Lucille Siegert-Ricke, 1302 Overhill, Houston TX 77018.

Hoelscher-Buxkemper: Over 1,200 desdendants of Anton and Mary Katherine Hoelscher attended the
20th biennial reunion 27-28 June in San Angelo. The biggest family in Texas is descended from
four sons: Anton, Jr., Joseph, William and Ben, and a daughter, Elizabeth, who married Theodore
Buxkemper. The 1,245 in attendance included 59 descendants of Ben, 87 of William, 254 of
Elizabeth, 274 of Anton, Jr., and 598 of Joseph. This has to be the "biggest family reunion in
Texas!" From: Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213.

Jank Family: The descendants of George and Johanna Jank held their first family reunion on 6
June 1992 at the Ander Lutheran Church picnic grounds, Ander, Texas. George Jank was one of the
ten children of Maz and Maria Jank and was born in Liegnitz (now actually in Poland) on 18
October 1838. At age 25, he married Johanna Berger. While still in Germany, they had a family
of eight children: Johann, Traugott, Marie, Anna, August, Magdalena, Carl, and Pauline.

George's brother, Johann, and a married sister, Anna (Mrs. Hans Ghano), had emigrated to Texas
and encouraged him to join them. In 1881, George and Johanna brought their family to America
and after farming in the Paige, Texas, area near his siblings, he settled in the Goliad area on
a farm near Meyersville and Ander. For more information, call Mrs. John Caldwell in the Goliad
area at (512) 645-2644, or Mrs. Paul Jank in the San Antonio area at (512) 497-3545.

The Uptmor Family, prominent in McLennan County, held its first all-inclusive Texas descendants
reunion on 8 March 1992 in Tours, Texas. The family came from Teutopolis, Ill., to McLennan
County along with the families of John and Edward Deiterman, August Dulock, George and John
Schneider, George Buscker and George Hirstfield. The wagon train wended its way through
Missouri, the Indian Territory of Oklahoma, and northern Texas. These pioneers knew of this
fertile farmland through Clement Uptmor’s sister, Mary Uptmor Pruemer, who had lived in Waco
since 1872. Clement brought one daughter, Annie, and four sons, Herman, Frank, Henry, and
Anton. Mrs. Uptmor had died in Teutopolis in 1868, so the maternal grandmother came with the
family to care for the children. After Clement's death on 12 June 1876, the three younger boys
lived with Herman who had recently married Mary Fisher. Herman moved to Missouri in 1882,

The descendants who attended the Uptmor Reunion, over 600 in all, were grandchildren, great
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren of Frank, Henry, and Anton. They came from
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Family Reunions, continued

California, Montana, Florida, Arkansas, Lousiana, as well as many cities in Texas. Charts
delineating ancestry and extended family were on display. At 1:00 p.m., the recently-published
genealogy, The Uptmor Family Heritage Book, was exhibited for sale. The 1184-page book has 836
pictures and eight maps. Sister Mary Elizabeth Jupe, researcher and compiler of the Uptmor
family history, is a descendant of Mary Uptmor Pruemer, sister of the pioneer Clement Uptmor.
From Sr. Mary Elizabeth Jupe, C.D.P., 602 S.W. 24th St., San Antonio TX 78207, phone (512)
432-3620.

East German, Texas cousins break 108 year separations

The early immigration of German o

families to Texas in search of a
better life separated many families.
Often they never saw each other
again. This was the case when Karl
and Mary Jenke immigrated to
Texas in 1884 with their six sons;
Karl, Max, Emil, August, Hermann
and Henry. Karl Jenke left behind
relatives in Kittlitz, Saxony, who
they never saw again. One of these
being his married sister, Carolina
Schwartzer.

Through the past 108 years
correspondence has continued with
the descendants of Mrs. Schwartzer.
Today it is third cousins writing to
each other, when Ernestine Schulze
from McDade writes to Rosi and Udo
Klopfer. And for many years,
Alwina Richter from Paige has
corresponded with Rosi’s mother
Ruth Wenzel, her second cousin.

There were periods during the two
world wars that correspondence
ceased. But after World War II,
letters arived from Rosi's father
Ernest Wenzel, describing the many
hardships the relatives in Germany
were having. The U.S. Government
encouraged sending care packages
and the Texas cousins responded
with many packages being sent to
cousins in Germany. And today, they
still speak of gratitude for this help.

In 1986, Ernestine Schulz was
going through some of her deceased
mother’s things and came across a
stack of keepsake letters that Bertha
Wolf had saved from her German
cousin Ernest Wenzel and wife,
Ruth. Ernestine decided to write a
letter to the Wenzel family and tell
them that Bertha Wolf was
deceased. Ruth, the widow of Ernest
Wenzel, received the letter even
though she had moved. Fifteen years
had passed since she received the

last letter from Bertha Wolf. She did —

MARY AND KARL JENKE

major stroke that caused corres-

pondence to cease. Mrs. Wenzel had

the letter from Ernestine trans-
lated. Ernestine received a reply the
day before her cousin Dan Wolf and

Evelyn were departing for Ger-
| many.

The Wolf's took Mrs. Wenzel's
address and told Ernestine that they
would try to make contact with Mrs.,
Wenzel. They obtained a three-day

| visa to enter East Germany, their
plans being to find the villages that
three of Dan's grandparents
immigrated from. They were
privileged to spend the night with
Mrs. Wenzel while in East
Germany.

When the Wolfs returned to Texas,
they started corresponding with
Mrs. Wenzel and sent numerous
packages of things that were not

1

cavailable there. § i

i In the summer of 1990, shortly
after the communist wall had fallen,
Ernestine Schulz and Dan and
Evelyn Wolf went to Germany and
were guests for one week with Mrs.
Wenzel’'s daughter in Karl Marx

' Stadt. Rosi and Udo Klopfer took the

three Texans to the soil that their
Texas ancestors had come from,
Kittlitz being the village Karl Jenke
was from, G. August Wolf from
Worlitz, Karl Ihlo from Serno, and
Fred Zander from Seehausen near
Wittenberge.

Now the Schulz and Wolf families
have Rosi and Udo Klopfer as their
guest in McDade. A Jenke reunion
was held on April 25 at McDade VFW
Hall so the Germans could get
acquainted with their Texas cousins.
Plans have been made for trips to

not know that Mrs. Welf had had a

- ; Galveston, Houston, Brenh »
Giddings, Texas, Times & News, May 7, 1992, Sent by Evelyn Wolf, NMcDade, Texas o Brantag, Kl

tin and San Antonio.
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CALENDARS AND CONFUSION

By Betty Marsicek

You all know George Washington’s birthday --- it’s February 22,
right? Well, yes and no. His birthday is February 22 but he was
born on February 11. Was that in 1731 or 1732? To be precise it was
1731/32.

Are you confused yet? 1’1l bet George was, too! These strange
facts are all the result of a change in the way we record time which
happened (in this country) in 1752, It can be very confusing and can
cause a big problem to genealogists who may find strange discrep-
ancies in family records such as one suggesting a child of this era
had been baptized several days before its birth.

The Julian calendar which had been in use since about 500 BC
(sometimes called "0l1d Style Calendar") was formulated by Jullus
Caesar who, in consultation with Egyptian astronomers had determined
that it takes about six hours more than 365 days for the Earth to
revolve around the sun. To correct for this, the Julian calendar
called for three successive years of 365 days and then one year of
366 days ("leap year"”). Leap years were designated as those years
exactly divisible by four.

These calculations were pretty good for their time but were still
of f by about 24 hours every 128 years. This went unnoticed for
centuries. However, the Roman Catholic Church, in 325 AD, had begun
to determine the date of Easter by the vernal equinox which, in that
year, fell on March 21. By the 16th century, the small error had
caused the calendar to be ten days ahead of the sun and the vernal
equinox fell on March 1i. In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII declared that
the feast of St. Francis would become October 15 rather than October
5, thereby adjusting for the ten days that the calendar was off. To
keep the same thing from happening again, he decreed that only
century years exactly divisible by 400 would be leap years.

Therefore, 1900, although exactly divisible by four, was not a leap
year but 2000 will be. The new calendar was called the Gregorian
("New Style”) calendar.

Sounds like everything ils fixed now, doesn’t it? Well, it should
have been, but now history rears its stubborn head. The last hundred
years before the Gregorian calendar was introduced was marked by the
Reformation and the emergence of Protestantism. You didn’t think all
those Protestant countries were going to do something because the
Pope sald it was right, did you? Catholic countries jumped on the
"new style calendar” bandwagon right away, but England and her
colonies held out until 1752, By that time, the Jullian calendar was
off by 11 days. The changeover in England and the colonies resulted
in the "removal" of eleven days from September of that year so that
September 2 was followed by September 14. George Washington simply
adjusted his birthdate by adding eleven days, making his new birthday
February 22.

Another change happened at the same time. 1In 1751, Parliament
decreed that 1752 would officlially begin on January 1. Before that
time many businesses, legal documents and town records had used
January 1 as the beginning of the year but most religious groups (who
generated church records) began the year on March 25 to coincide with
the approximate date of Easter. This means that for records gen-
erated between January 1 and March 24, in years before 1752, you must
know whether the recorder used January 1 or March 24 as New Year’s
Day. Once you have determined the true year, you should record the year
in the following manner: old style/new style. Therefore, George )
wWashington was born in the year 1731/32. Since he adjusted the date
for the missing eleven days, his full birthdate is February 22,
1731732 prom: The Chisholm Trail, Williamson County Genealogical Society, Spring 1992
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Bundeskanzler
iiber Hochhuth empdrt

or 29 Jahren wurde der

Schriftsteller und Dramatiker
Rolf Hochhuth mit seinem umstrit-
tenen Papst-Drama “Der Stellver-
treter” auf einen Schlag weltbe-
rithmt. In dem Stiick Hoch-
huth Papst Pius XI. vor, von den

Naziverbrechen sie aber
aus politischen nicht
verurteilt zu haben. Jetzt ist es
Hochhuth abermals gelungen, in

nicht aufgefiihrten Theaterstiick
“Wessis in Weimar” liilt Hochhuth
eine ostdeutsche Pfarrerstochter
die Tatigkeit der Berliner Treu-
handanstalt zur Privatisierung der
DDR-Industrie kritisieren. Die
Stelle gipfelt in dem Satz: “Wer so
etwas wie Rohwedder tut, soll sich
nicht wundern, wenn er erschossen
wird.” Detlev Karsten Rohwedder,
der Prisident der Treuhandanstalt,
war am 1. April 1991 von Terrori-
sten erschossen worden.

Bundeskanzler Helmut Kohl
hat, wie Regierungssprecher Dieter
Vogel am 26. Mai in Bonn mitteilte,
im Bundeskabinett “sehr deutlich
seine Emporung” ausgedriickt,
nachdem Hochhuth sich in einem
Interview des “Manager Magazin”
offenbar mit der Rohwedder-AuBe-
rung seiner Protagonistin identifi-
ziert hatte. .

Kohl bezeichnete solche Aufe-
rungen nach Angaben seines Spre-
chers als “eine Art Freibrief fiir
Mérder”. Hochhuth schuniihe einen
“deutschen Patrioten”, der in

schwierigen Zeiten bereit gewesen
sei, seinem Land an entscheidender
Stelle zu dienen.

Hochhuth bestreitet, den Mord an
Rohwedder gerechtfertigt zu haben.
Er habe sich auch in dem Interview
nicht mit der kontroversen Textstelle
identifiziert. verurteile er
oy i o
die seiner Ansicht nach iiber die
Kopfe der Menschen hinweg ent-
scheide und dafiir verantwortlich
sei, da heute jeder dritte Arbeitsfa-

“hige in den neuenBundeslindem ar-
beitslos sei.

Hochhuth: “Wo eine Institution
heute noch im Jahre 1992 so wenig
von denen politisch kontrolliert
wird, {iber deren Schicksal sie be-
findet, da darf sie sich nicht
wundemn, wenn Verrﬁc:;ceh oder
Gilgster - ruweilen iden - mit
Meuchelmord antworten.”

Hochhuth, der die “Wessis in
Waimer” als Satire verstanden wissen
will, wirh seinen Kritikem vor, sein
Stlick nicht gelesen zu haben:
“Niemand, der mein Interview Liest
oder gar diese Szene in meinem Stiick,
kann auf die Idee kommen, ich witsde
auch nur mit einer Silbe diesen Mord
rechtfertigen.”
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Kimder schreiben fiber die

Das Beste an der Einheit ist die Marmelade

as Beste an der deutschen
Einheit sind der Kaffee und
die Marmelade. So beurteilt die
s o S e

Grings oy
nis, das das Leben der meistesn
Menschen in der ehemaligen DDR
radikal verindert hat. Francis
findet es auch gut, dag ihre Mutter
mehr Zeit hat, seit sie nicht mehr
arbeiten geht. Als dann allerdings
auch der Vater seinen Arbeitsplatz
verlor, war Francis sich nicht mehr
sicher, ob es jetzt besser sei oder vor
der Wiedervereinigung.

Die Gewerkschaftszeitung
“metall” hatte die sieben- bis 14jih-
rigen Schiiler in West- und Ost-
deutschland aufgerufen, ihre Er-
fahrungen mit der deutschen
Einheit aufzuschreiben. Bundes-

isident zeichnete am 10. Juni in

rlin die zehn Gewinner des Wett-
bewerbs aus. Neun von ihnen
kommen aus den neuen Bundes-
lindern, was damit Zu tun haben
kénnte, da8 die westdeutschen
Kinder von der Wiedervereinigung
nicht viel gemerkt haben.

Silvio Fliigel aus Plauen
(Sachsen) schreibt wie viele andere
ostdeutsche Kinder iiber das fiir sie
neue Erlebnis der Arbeitslosigkeit
ilirer Eltern: “So sitzen Vati, Mutti
und mein Bruder oft abends am
Tisch und bewerben sich. Bis jetzt

hatten sie kein Gliick.” Die -

13jihrige Franziska Arlt aus Neu-
ruppin (Brandenb sieht Vor-
und Nachteile der ervereini-

gung: “Vielen hat die Wende bis
jetzt Arbeitslosigkeit, Coca Cola
und McDonalds gebracht.”

Der 12jihrige Stefan Wolfram
aus Ueckermiinde (Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern) ist unsicher: “In der
Schule ist auch alles anders; denn
die Lehrer erzihlen das Gegenteil
von dem, was sie uns vor einein-

halb Jahren erzihlt haben. Das ver-
wirrt alle, und die Leistungen Lassen
nach. Wozu soll man lernen, wenn
man ja doch arbeitslos wird.” Haben
hier die Eltern mi ieben?

Ratlosigkeit spricht aus den
Sétzen, die die 14jihrige Andrea
FalknuB aus Lindstedt in Thiirin-
gen aufgeschrieben hat: “Jetzt, wo
die Tore offen sind, fillt alles auf
einmal auf mich. Es ist, als ob eine
Bombe einschligt, die Unsicher-
heit, Angste und Verwirrung mit
sich bringt.”

Von den “sehr vielen Einbre-
chern aus dem Westen Deutsch-
lands”, die jetzt in den Ostteil des
Landes kimen, berichtet Stefan
Schwarz: “Unsere Familie schaffte
sich schon ein besseres SchloB an.”

Eher tragisch als komisch ist ein
Erlebnis, das Eik Waldmann schil-
dert: Seine Mutter habe ihm den
Umgang mit seirer Freundin Katja
verboten, weil deren Eltern Stasi-
Informanten gewesen seien. Als er
Katja das erzihlte, “knallte sie mir
eine und schrie, ihre Mutter hitte

Jhr den Umgang mit mir verboten,
weil meine Eltern Stasi-Spitzel
gewesen seien.”

Eine Auswahl dieser Aufsitze ist
im Frankfurter Eichborn-Verlag in
Buchform erschienen: “Plotzlich ist
alles ganz anders”. Brandenburgs
Ministerptisident Manfred Stolpe
schreibtim Vorwort, die Kinderauf-
sitze briichten “das Hauptproblem
der deutschen Einheit auf den
Punkt: Wie gelingt es uns, die Men-
schen wohlbehalten in das gemein-
same Deutschland mitzunehmen?”
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July 3,1992
{ UW.S. Investors Increase
Activity in Eastern Gennany
e United States has become
the third largest foreign inves-

tor in the new federal states, ac-
cording to Giinter Rexrodt, a
board member of the trustee agen-
cy (Treuhandanstalt) charged with
privatizing former East German
state holdings. Rexrodt, who
returned recently from a promo-
tional tour through the United
States, noted that 22 American
firms have taken over 35 eastern
German companies and that eight
other firms are participating in
joint ventures. American involve-
ment in eastern Germany, he
stated, meant investment pledges
of DM 1.6 billion (about U.S.$ 1.1
billion) and haq secured about
6,000 jobs.

Rexrodt observed that only
France and Great Britain have
been more active in the five eastern

states, investing DM 2.3 billion
and DM 1.6 billion respectively.
French investors have purchased
48 eastern German companies and
the British 68, according to agency
statistics. The agency board mem-
ber also appreciation of
Swiss, Austrian and Scandinavian
involvement. In all, foreign inves-
tors have taken over 370 eastern
German companies, he said,
guaranteed 100,000 jobs and
mvestments ¢
about DM 11 billion. ouling

or four days in late June, the Bavarian city of
Erlangen was transformed into a mecca for comic
book fans: the International Comic Salon, which took
place this year for the fifth time, drew 20,000 visitors
and sparked numerous discussions on the purpose
and meaning of comic books and cartoons.
Discussion of the role of Mickey Mouse in the
Third Reich drew great interest at the meeting,
awakened in part by the publication of the book Wie
Mickey unter die Nazis fiel (How Mickey Fell Under the

cording to Laqua, as reported in the newsmagazine
Spiegel, Mickey had fans in high places in the Nazi
regime. Propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels, for
example, noted in his diary that Adolf Hitler had been
“very haipm);" about Goebbel’s 1937 Christmas
present to him: eighteen Mickey Mouse films. “I hope
that this treasure will bring him much joy and relaxa-
tion,” Goebbels wrote.
Mickey was enormously poj in Germany at
the ing of the 1930s. The Film-Kurier, a film
’ described the Disney creation as “a gift for the
boring masses. Forget your everyday troubles;
enjoy an hour of joy and om from cares.” The
purveyors of Mickey Mouse dolls, salt shakers and
porcelain made healthy profits. But only a year later,
the Film-Kurier quoted an NSDAP publication, which
had recognized that a mouse from Hollywood was
not a suitable object of admiration for Nazi youth:
“Mi Mouse is the most miserable, disgusting
ideal young people) that was ever in-

Hitler Liked Him, Too: Comic Book Show
Explores the Rise and Fall of Mickey Mouse in the Third Reich

Nazis) by comic book specialist Carsten Laqua. Ac-

vented....Down with the Jewish trickery of the masses
(Volksverdummung)! Away with the vermin! Down
with Mickey Mouse, put up Hakenkreuze!”

Still, Mickey Mouse films continued to be shown
in Germany even after Hitler came to power, proof,
according to Laqua, that cultural life was not as gleich-
geschaltet (made the same, “cleansed” of supposedly
“detrimental” influences) as has been supposed. The
films were finally banned in 1937, when the Nazi

ime restricted imports to mili and raw
materials, Walt Disney and his brother Roy traveled to
Germany to attempt to pefsuade the Germans to
loosen the import ban and to bring out their share of
the money German theaters had taken in from the
films. They. were unsuccessful, and after that their
on y orders from Nazi Germany were small ones:
Hitler, for example, ordered five Mickey Mouse films
in July, 1937 for private showings.

Later, Laqua wrote, Goebbels saw a way out of the
attraction-repulsion dilemma posed by the little mouse:
Germany would make its own cartoons. In 1941, he
founded Deutsche Zeichenfilm, GmbH (German Car-
toons), a studio modeled on Disney. The new enterprise
had fifty illustrators and was supposed to produce full-
len, and shorts. In order to allow plenty of time
to learn the craft properly, the deadline for the first
feature was set for 1950. In fact, the Nazis’ venture into
cartoon-making was a disaster: by the time the war
ended in 1945, they had produced only one short film,
while using up inordinate amounts of the taxpayers’
money, as the central tax office complained in 1943,
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Iconoclastic:

sented. One could almost say that his
staging fits into a raditionalist approach
to the opera.

“The artist spent countless hours listen-
ing to Parsifal in his loft, during which
time he would have seen the expanse
of water outside his windows [the
Hudson River] under changing condi-
tons of light and weather — al sunrise,
by moonlight, in the brilliance of
noonday and in mist — a great reflective
surface undergoing continual transfor-
mation, much like Wagner's music.”

Houston Symphony Music Director
Christoph Eschenbach conducts, with
the HGO debuts of Yugoslavian soprano
Dunja Vejzovic as the complex Kundry;
American baritone Monte Pederson in
his HGO debut as Amfortas; and Dutch
bass Harry Peeters as Gumemanz; and
the returns of HGO favorite Richard
Paul Fink as the sorcerer Klingsor, and
Houston Opera Studio alumnus tenor
Warren Ellsworth in his internationally

Houston Grand Opera
and the Hamburg State
Opera have collaborated
to produce a truly adven-
turous first: Wagner's
monumeatal final opera,
Parsifal, presented in & new production |
directed and designed by Texan icono-
clast Robert Wilson. Born October 4,
1941 in Waco, Texas, Wilson's unortho-
dox life and work, like those of Wagner
and his opera Parsifal, have often been
the subject of controversy. Wilson's
Parsifal is only now coming to fruition '
— the culmination of many years of
4

Intonse and unfathomabilo
Described as having a “visionary grasp
of the complex medium of opera,”
Wilson “sees what he wants, and is
able to translate his inner vision into
stage terms, and to circumvent the
crippling conventions of dramatic pre-
sentation: what he calls *

ping-pong ; ;
dialogue’ and soap opera plots.” Ackied portrayal of the Wil rafe.
(William S. Burroughs) Richard Wagner
He intends his audience to experience | Richard Wagner (bom May 22, 1813 in
b the Grail as the boy | Leipzig) was his entire life a
Parsifal  first | controversial figure, whose life was
expericnces || fraught with upheaval, scandal, exile

and triumph. His exposure to Beethoven
and the singer Schroeder-Devrient at the
age of 15 “suddenly gave a mew
direction to my artistic feelings and
exercised a decisive influence over my
whole life ... If I look back on my life as
a whole, 1 can find no event that produced
so profound an impression on me.”

Long before Wagner began to com-
pose his last work, Parsifal, he first came
across Wolfram von Eschenbach’s thir-
teenth-century epic, Parzival. while tak-
ing a “cure™ at Marienbad. “With the
book under my arm | hid myself in the
nearby woods, lying by the brook and
enjoying myself with Titurel and
Parzival in Wolfram's strange but so
intimately appealing poem.” His
thoughts crystallized in 1857: “The gar-
den was green, the birds were singing ...
I suddenly realized that it was Good
Friday.™ This brought to mind an episode
in Wolfram's poem, and “now its ideal

contents came (0 me in an irresistible
form. and from my Good Friday
thoughts | quickly con-

it — not as a Christian ritual but as an
intense and unfathomable mystery. As a
director “more attuned 1o the sound of a
word than its meaning™ his production is
Io be “more of a response to the music
and its resonances than to dramatic
issues... While scanning the research...
he pauscd over an article describing
Wagner's music as ‘opening the way to
depths unilluminated by the word" and
stopped 1o underline the phrase "one 1s
moved beyond any explaining by mean-
ings not yet understood.’ It was this
sense of mystery, of the incxplicable
and the wondrous, that Wilson sought to
convey in his visuals, especially those
for the temple of the Grail. His view-
point was not so different from that of
Wicland Wagner, who wrote at the time
of the Bayreuth Festival's reopening in
1951 that a staging of Parsifal ‘requires
mystical expression of a very complex
state of the soul, rooted in the unreal and
grasped only by intuition'— not by
illustrating the story bur by creating a
mysiery that could exist almost indepen-
dently within Wagner's own mystery,
cach magnifying and clarifying the
other. By clearing the stage he also
hoped to create space, not merely physi-
cal space bul space in which to listen

and experience authentically.”

+ (Lawrence Shyer) And Annette

ceived an entire drama...” The “mean-

ing" of Parsifal is much debated:

broadly, it can be said to embody both

Christian and Buddhist doctrine, and

center on the theme of redemption. or the

universal message that enlightenment
through compassion brings salvation.

Michelson, who worked exten- Wagner began the work in 1877, He

sively on Parsifal with Wilson, called Parsifal a “Bithnenweihfestspiel”

adds: “Bob didn't want 100 or “consecration piece” for his

much motion on the stage. Festspielhaus at Bayreuth, where. during

™ You know, there's a its first performance on July 26, 1882,

*. curious way in which

the rhythms and pac-

ing of Bob's work

are fairly conso-

nant with the

ritualistic

manner in

which

Parsifal

is usu-

ally

pre-

Parsifal in Texas

ing of the last pant of the third act. Six
months later, he died in Venice on
February 13, 1883, at half past three in
the afternoon.

he spontaneously took over the conduct- |

Course in German Immigrant Culture.

Peter Merrill, Dept. of Languages_and
Florida Atlantic University,
Boca Raton, Fla. 33431-0991

Dr.
Linguistics,
P.0. Box 3091,

Peter Needs to hear from people who have
suggestions about teaching this course.

He would like to have materials, such as
pictures, copies of papers, books, or

lists of books or tectbooks. He wants
videotapes about German-American

topics. Anything about German

settlements in Texas, Pennsylvania, Kansas,
Wisconsin, Ohio, Illinois, and New York

would be of interest. His topics of interest are:
the colonial period, the labor movement,
German-American art, German-American theater
and literature, and social activities such as
the Turnverein. He would like suggestions

for other topics. Please respond to this
interesting request!
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gehorigkeit aus, die Fritz Thielemann 1892 vom Regierungsprasi-
denten in Minden ausgehandigt erhielt. Oben ein spéteres Bild _
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Bob Robinson-Zwahr

In February 1989 I and my cousin, fellow GTHS member Paul von
Donop of Washington DC and a native of Mason County, made a trip
to Australia to visit my relatives and to locate the grave of a
member of Paul's family, Baron Max Wilhelm Arthur von Donop, who
died in St. Kilda in 1887. With the help of Mrs. David Simpson,
who is married to the grandson of Herman Goldbeck (a brother of
the late E. 0. Goldbeck of San Antonio, a GTHS member), who emi-
grated to Australia and settled in Adelaide, the grave was loca-
ted in the old city cemetery of Melbourne. Paul, being the first
of the family to visit the grave, was therefore able to photograph
the tombstone for the von’Donops of Lippe-Detmold and America.

Next stop was in Adelaide to visit with James and Renee
(Goldbeck) Simpson before driving 47 miles northward to visit with
the Zwa(h)rs of the Barossa Valley of South Australia. The area
is known as Australia's wine-producing capital and is noted for
both its red and white wines. The Valley itself is relatively
small, extending approximately 19 miles south to north and from 3
to 6.9 miles east to west, bordering with the famous Australian
"Outback”". Within the confines of the small area encompassing the
Valley one encounters over thirty wineries and no less than
twenty-five Lutheran churches!

The Bar.ossa Valley's first settlement was established in 1842 at
Bethany by Germans (who had arrived in Port Adelaide in 1838)
under the leadership of Pastor Kavel. They, as well as their
countrymen who followed them as immigrants, were primarily from
8ilesia and East Prussia. The Germans were later joined by Sorbs
from Saxony who began arriving in 1852, many of whom had strong
ties with the Sorbs of Texas, often with one brother opting to
settle in Australia and one in Texas. Surnames such as Biar, Wenke,
Zwa(h)r and others are common to both locales, with contact be-
tween the two groups having been maintained over the years.

It might be pointed out that in 1868 numerous Sorbish and German
families from Ebenezer and Light Pass in the Valley made a long
trek overland to New South Wales and settled at Walla Walla. In
both locales, one will find many of the tombstones in German. The
Valley also still preserves a definite German character in its
architecture, its foods, its religion, its music, etc., although
the German language is disappearing, brought about in large part
by the past two World Wars. The Germaniness of the Barossa and
its inhabitants, however, is best presented at the Barossa Valley
Vintage Festival, held in March or April since 1948 in the years
of odd numbers.

German—-Texans will find particular delight in visiting the
Barossa Valley and allTexans will enjoy Australia and the Aus-
tralians, finding much in common with them in their friendliness
and hospitality. 1In addition, outside of Sydney and perhaps the
Gold Coast of Queensland, there is a similarity between Australians
and Texans in the manner in which they view the land and its
resources. Even though a long air trip is required to visit the
"Land Down Under" and even though Australia is far from
inexpensive, the trip is more than worthwhile and rewarding!

For this issue, "Gute Reise!"
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MINDEN-L.UBBECKE

Dienslag, 13. Augus! 1991

o E.l !
Ausstellungen im Heimathaus
Wehdem sollen stiandig wechseln
Mehrere hundert Besucher :ur.ﬁmﬂ am Sonntag Einrichtung in Augenschein

Wehdem m't stindig wechseln-
den Sonderausstellungen iber
heimisches Handwerk, Handel
und Gewerbe zu prisentieren,
so wie sich diese in der Ver-
gangenheit darboten, ist das
Ziel des Arbeitskreises zur Ein-
richtung des Hauses, betonte
am Sonntag Arbeitskreisspre-
cher Fritz Maller.

Gedacht sei dabei an die [ri-

Erkenntnis durch, wie wertvoll
das Heimathaus fiir dic Bewah-
rung alter Einrichtungen und
Gegenstinde sei, und damit
wachse in der Biirgerschaft die
Bereitschall, die Arbeit des
Heimatvercins Stemwede und
des Arbeitskreises fiir das Hei-
mathaus in Wehdem durch die
Bereitstellung von alten Klei-
dungsstiicken der fritheren Hei-

terten die ausgesteliten Gegen-
stinde.

Birgermeister Heinz Becker,
auch Vorsitzender des Heimat-
vereins Slemwede, war mit wei-
teren Vorstandsmitgliedern an-
wesend, um die Ausslatiung
des Hauses zu besprechen. Yor-
gesehen sind mehrere  Tische
und cine Reihe Stiihle, wie sie

Webmuster und auch WeiBstik-
kereien befanden sich darunter.
Kein Wunder, daB beim Be-
trachten der Stiicke viele Besu-
cherinnen ins Fachsimpeln ge-
rieten,

In einer Ecke des Hauses wa-
ren auch alte Geritschaften der
Feuerwehr zu sehen, angefan-
gen  vom  Ledereimer iiber

ber, -uilliin bekadnlen Holz. matitacht Lemennrodikie; all: mw%qﬂwwnawzn ac.”.”_nw"*:mn_”__mmﬂﬂ_”” mﬂﬁ“ﬂﬂﬂwﬁ.ﬁ%_n ww__mm:_hnh“ﬂ
schuhmaches, Schuhmacher, biverlichen: Gierdischalten. und Besuchern Sitzmoglichkeiten Wie Fritz Maller dazu sagte,

Sattler, Schneider und derglei-
chen mehr, die oft von Hof zu
Hof, von Haus zu Haus zogen
und dort ihre Arbeiten durch-

dergleichen mehr zu unterstiit-
zen, so Moller. Dariiber freue
man sich sehr.

bicten und auch dazu dienen,
hier Besprechungen und Vor-
standsitzungen des Heimatver-

soll auch das Vereinswesen in
die  Ausstattung des Heima-
thauses mit einbezogen werden.

fihrten. Material fiir solche E.:wx_u st Hiesai Zunw_ﬂﬂ"._n_n M_u.H ;G-M«Wﬂ,“__.wﬂﬂ“%.n_q:nw_wsﬂmﬂ Als die am weitesten angerei-
wo:.anacwﬂn:..iwn: habe iman Giinter Bohne aus Drohne n::m“ dann 1m I&:E,:ﬂzm stattfin- plen Besucher dneben dntz
geniligend  vorliegen, und  das Moller und Klaus Klae Karl

Interesse daran sei in der Be-
vilkerung groB.

Fritz Moller konnte am
Sonntag nachmittag, als das
Heimathaus fir den allgemei-
nen Besuch gedlTnet war, ver-
schicdene Gegenstinde vorwei-
sen, die von Besuchern milge-
bracht und dem Heimathaus
zur Verfigung gestellt wurde.

wertvolle Miitze der Heimatt-
racht mit, die er dem Heima-
thaus zur Yerfigung stellie.

Die Einrichtungen standen
im Miuelpunkt des Interesses
vicler Heimatfreunde aus nah
und fern. Den ganzen Nachmit-
tag iliber hielt der Betricb an.
Mitarbeiter und Mitarbeiterin-
nen des Arbeitskreises fihrien

den, ,,\Wir mochten dieser Ein-
richtung Leben verschaffen*, so
Heinz Becker zu dem Vorha-
ben zur Erganzung der Einrich-
tungen,

Im Mittelpunkt des Interes-
ses stand an diesem Nachmit-
tag auch cine Ausstellung von
Leinencrzeugnissen, die  von
einhecimischen Frauen zur Ver-

Rodenbeck und seine Frau Gi-

sela nebst Sohn Erich aus New

York (USA) willkommen, die
an der Gceburtstagsfeier von
Walter Rodenbeck, der 70 Jah-
re alt wurde, teilnahmen und
natirlich die Gelegenheit nutz-
ten, einen Blick in das neuer-
stellte Heimathaus zu werfen.
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Saengerfest Celebrates German
Love Of Music

By Art KEowert

An early historian, Moritz Til-
ing, in his book, The German Ele-
ment in Texas, wrote that the great
love of music and songis character-
istic of the German people.

“The German song was the in-
vigible passenger that accompan-
ied the German immigrant who
came to Texas from 1845-1850," he
stated.

That he was correct in his as-
sessment of the place of music and

song in the lives of the German-

people has proven to be correct, for
Sunday the Texanischer Gebirgs
Saengerbund is holding its 100th
Saengerfest in Fredericksburg,
with the Hermann Sons Mixed
Choir as the hosts.

As early as March 2, 1850, a Ger-
man singing society, “The Germa-
nia®, was organized in New Braun-
fels, and, while there was a Staata-
Saengerfest (state singing festival)
heldin New Braunfelsin 1863, The
Texanischer Gebirgs Saenger-
bund, was not organized until 1881
when it was founded on Easter
Sunday, April 18, 1881, according
to the history of the bund compiled
by Lee Gastinger of San Antonio
and secretary of the bund, that ap-
pears in the Festschrift published
for the 100th Saengerfest being
held here Sunday.

The first Saengerfest of the Tex-
anischer Gebirgs Saengerbund
was held in Boerne with the
Boerne Gesangverein as howts 'on
April 9, 10, and 11, 1881. Choirs
participating were the Fredericks-
burg Concordia, the Concordia of
Kerrville, Comfort Liedertafel,
Boerne Gesangverein, Anhalt Uf-
nau, Smithson Valley Echo, Sat-
tler Walhalla, Honey Creek
Liedertafel and Twin Sister
Gasangverein.

The first officers of the Bund
were Casper Real president; Ed-
ward Schmidt, secretary, and C.W.

-Boerne, treasurer.
Gastinger's account of the his-

tory of the Texanischer Gebirgs .

Saengerbund, as taken from the
minutes of the bund, continues as
follows:

The organization had resolved to
hold a Saengerfest every year, how-
ever this was not to be, for in 1887 it
was called off for reason of a “Feh-
lernte” (crop failure). The functions
were not held in the years of 1894,
1897, and 1900, however Saenger-
fahrten (singera trips) were made to
Sisterdale in 1894 and 1900, and a
brief note in the minute book in-
forms us of a trip to Salatrillo (Con-
verse) in 1897. These were not
counted as official Saengerfests.

The Bund was a slow growth in-
stitution, and while new choirs
Joined, some of the old fell by the
wayside. By the 1916 the count had

grown to thirteen choirs when the
disaster of World War I occurred.
All feativities were cancelled for
1917, 1918, and 1919. But the
spirit of the German singers was
notdampened, for in 1922 the bund
boasted a total of nineteen choirs,
The largest influx of membership
came in 1926 when nine choirs
were accepted, among them three
from San Antonio who are still ac-
tive, these being: Beethoven Maen-
nerchor, San Antonio Liederkranz,
and Hermann Soehne Gemischter
Chor. With the pluses and minuses
since 1922, the Bund now conaisted
of 23 choira and was by far the lar-
ger of the two Texas organizations,
remaining so for over 40 years.

The depression took its toll of
many of the newly accepted choirs
and also some of the old, however,
singing was one of the new forms of
entertainment during those years
and 11 new singing organizations
were accepted between the years
1932 and 1940. In New Braunfels
in 1940, 26 choirs were in atten-
dance counting slightly over 700
singers as per the club listings.

Fifty years ago (1941) in Freder-
icksburg the same number of
groups participated with 667 sin-
gers listed. This wastobethegrand
finale as World War II curbed all
activities for the next four years. In
1946 a Saengerpicknick was held
in San Antonio, and pieces were
elowly patched - together again.
Amazingly enough, 22 choirs took
part in the 1947 Saengerfest, and

THE PARADE OPENING the

Subscribe to the Standard-

Radio Post.

656th Saengerfest
in Fredericksburg in 1941 was led by the Freder-
icksburg Junior Concert Band and a color guard of
the American Legion. All of the singers partici-
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the numbers remained primarily
the same until the early and mid
1960's.

“The youth of this day,” Gastin-
ger concluded in his history of the

Saengerbund, “have found many
other forms of entertainment ard

are not interested in taking part in
German singing.

“Today we have a total of 11
choirs and less than 300 singers.
None of the original founding orga-
nizations are left, the Fredericks-
burg Concordia being the last to
drop out.”

Itis interesting to note that this
year's Festschrift is dedicated to
Fritz Hartmann, the first director
of the Concordia, and that two of
his granddaughters, Celia Henke
and Mary Knopp, a great-

granddaughter, Roberta Priess,
and three great-nieces, Lillian
Hahne, Frances Hartmann and

Annie Cornehl, are activ

. e mem-
bern‘ of the Hermann Sons Mixed
Choir, the hosts for this years
100th Saengerfest.

LAk

Pos 1

AN

100th
Saengerfest
Sept. 29

pated in the parade as it marched west in the 100
block of East Main -Street. This was the final
Saengerfest held prior to the opening of World War
II. —Standard-Radio Post Photo by Art Kowert

=
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The name changed, but
town kept its character

There was a time in America
when most of the people lived in
small towns. They liked it and they
prospered. Such a place was Hil-
bigville, 30 miles east of Austin.
Every burg was known for some-
thing. Bastrop had its lost pines.
Elgin had its hot sausages, Smith-
ville its railyard. Hilbigville was
known for its German Catholics,
who were staunch in every sense
but the toponymical. They could
not settle on a name for their town,

The first generation of the 1850s
called it Walnut Creek, the next
Lehmanville. By 1930, it was Hil-
bigville, which required an expla-
nation seldom worth the effort. It
was not that locals lacked pride.
Their cotton and corn, their sun-
rises and sunsets were something
to see. Row upon rog, cotton cov-
ered the rolling f ountry in a
green and white corduroy, and
where there weren't bolls and wee-
vils there were spacious skies and
amber waves of grain, And there
was, at the nimbus of the village,
the Sacred Heart Church, a stal-
wart congregation of Christians
which even Protestants took plea-
sure in noti

hn!‘ £l . .
But, of course, Hilbigville's |

somewhat eccentric reputation
was only regignal. It really was no

more distinctive than a thousand
other towns across America. This
is not to say it was not a good place
in which to live. Obviously it was.
Although the courthouse was at
Bastrop, Hilbigville and Sacred
Heart Parish grew until they could
count 50 families and 250 souls in
the 1930 census. No boom, certain-
ly, but then Hilbigville never
passed itself off as an adventurer’s
mecca. It was proudly a place for
the simpler virtues of work and
worship, of home and school,
church and cotton gin.

Such a way of life can be narrow
and conforming, but it is also com-
fortable and secure. The rhythm of
life was as slow and predictable as
the change of seasons. Neighbors
could be counted on and strangers
rarely passed. The people went to
bed at night without locking their
doors. Besides farmers, the town
produced men who were mer-
chants and millers and Monsi-

gnors, optometrists and Optimists,
ranchers and Rotarians, electri-
cians and Lions. Solid, stolid
types, who, if they did not bring
fame to Hilbigville, brought no
shame.

And then, on the last day of
March in 1931, a man who had
never set foot in Hilbigville died in
a plane crash in Kansas, and by his
death transformed the village, giv-
ing it a new name, Rockne, and a
wider fame. The way it happened
tells us the world was a global vil-
lage long before television. It did
not matter that Hilbigville was
2,700 miles from Berlin, 2,430
miles from Rome or 1,200 miles
from South Bend, Ind.

Knute Rockne was a Norwegian
immigrant and a Lutheran before

A
Billy
Porterfield

hAny n]l;]e agdhhulf the females

who could read the newspapers or
listen to the radio kept up with
Rockpe and his Irish Ramblers,
who in 13 seasons had amassed a
yet-to-be-matched 105-5-12 re-
cord. And Rockne had no greater
admirer than Father Francis S.
Strobel, the tall, white-haired pas-
tor of Sacred Heart Parish, It was
said that Father Strobel wore out
his left ear hearing confessions,
und wore out his right listening to
radio broadcasts of Notre Dame
football. He, of course, was a great

i reade; of the Bible, and of poetry,
especially the work of the Catholic
poet, Joyce Kilmer,

In August of 1932, Father Stro-
bel proposed to the St. Joseph So-
ciety that the elders of the town
allow the children at Sacred Heart

! School to choose a new name for
the town. He proposed students be |
| given two choices: name the town |
Kilmer, after the poet, or Rockne, |
after the coach. Every boy voted |

for Rockne, every girl for Kilmer, I

which made it a tie. Edith Goertz, |
a fifth-grader, broke the stalemate |
| by going over to the boys. “I did it |
'because I was that much of a re- |
| bel,” says Edith, who now lives in |
| Austin as Edith Goertz Ayers.

Two years later, Father Strobel
was transferred to another parish,
and residents, who remember him
fondly, say he died somewhere in
Europe. There have been nine |
priests at Rockne since Strobel —
Father Clyde Holtman being the
current pastor — each carrying on |
in an age which has not been par-
ticularly encouraging for the
church or rural life.

Rockne has changed since the !
days of Knute Rockne and Father
Strobel, just as Mason City, Iowa,
and Sauk Centre, Minn., have
changed since the days of Mer-
edith Wilson and Sinclair Lewis. It

' is no longer removed from the rest

of us by bad roads and the insular-
ity of country ways. Since 1988,
when the U.S. Post Office put out a
special Rockne, Texas, ink stamp
and another stamp honoring
Coach Rockne, tourists have
passed through, stopping to read
the historical marker in front of
the church and maybe buy a soft
drink at the Goertz family’s gener-
al store.

The irony is that Rockne lost its
post office to Red Rock, and the
church its students to Bastrop
public schools. What has not lost
but gained is church attendance.
Today, Sacred Heart Parish |
counts on its rolls 255 families and
753 individuals. And what visitors |
see behind the historical marker is |
a high-steepled, spacious church,
built and dedicated five years after
Father Strobel left.

he caught fire at Notre Dame, be- |

coming not only America’s great-
est football coach but its most
famous Roman Catholic. He was
hero, even in Bastrop County. It
did not matter that in the 75 years
of its existence under whatever
name, Hilbigville had never been a
host of an official football game.

| semblance of a snowy Yuletide.

Yes, there are still pickups lined
up at the crossroads, and there's
grain and cattle in the fields. And

even as Rockne, Hilbigville has |
gone 58 more years without a foot- |
ball game. But the cotton has long |

since gone, and the land is getting
too expensive to plow. Most of the
residents commute to work in Bas-

trop or Austin. It is only a few min- |
utes by car. There is a lot of traffic

through Rockne now, and the peo-

ple are starting to lock their doors !

at night.
And yet there remains some-

thing wonderfully reassuring about |
Rockne, Texas. I find it expressed
in the old German households like |
the Lehman and Bartsch families. |
Descendants of the town founders, |
Vernon Bartsch and his wife, Min- |
nie Lehman Bartsch, live on a |
gravel road near Sacred Heart |
Church and the cemetery that |

holds their first American ances-

tors. Vernon is a retired draftsman |
with the Texas highway depart- |

ment. Minnie is a vice president of

the First National Bank in Bas- |
trop. They have four grown chil- |
dren and five grandchildren, but |

none have moved away. They are a

|| stone's throw from one another, as

close as families should be.
there's nothing to do in Rockne.

After a 45-hour work week at the |

bank in Bastrop, she and her fam-
ily members raced home every

"night this week to a host of com-

mitments. They helped the church
find food and gifts for poor fam-
ilies, attended choir practice in
preparation for Christmas Mass,
made plans and sold tickets for the
VFW chapter’s New Year's Eve
dance, planned their own family

! holiday doings, taped interviews
. with oldtimers for the Heritage So-
! ciety, went to a birthing, a wedding

‘and a funeral, and prayed for some

And don't tell Minnie Bartsch |

N3I0H SLONE

137

523 W=Hg XTD H8 05
I EE LR I
| B3x83a333aB8208
| Boa I* 53223
| :ggxngao-:mE;
| Zuz2d3go03o28F
| 2383533c%aR-2
| 23%g epPpaBzic
| =] g-’;u- (]
§ g o a

-]
D . e
(5.2 2y 5,
Austin Bastrop
A /8
N g
1
52 Rockne

Stafl graphics

Source: Galveston Daily News, 16 April 1942, P.11.

P IE Lr o =
S533- 377 28 4%
ool _TRcFPo®
1" %agiadrorseae
Sga Jale>’roo o
. q‘>:‘=_‘ < 332 Sﬁor
a853<  gag Ttas®
3 g-—_?'_.is-ga:.- B
o A S £oe, 9,’5-:
Bi2 o Fm TRa
a~ e g, ® E'-igo
:'g - =;\=Q‘ a® 2
emg= ®\BoE K3
i mw W, BT
M 34, 5B BE
4 a3 &
e e ="pxn Hgw
8582 ":3% 5p2s
W*ogfnp*iiﬁfﬁr
23 B 499 So3g
o2> Il aziZ
Mo=L /9 . gl
oa'aa“'":g'. I~
TERS . SRR oF=a
eHxS0Tae VO3

I

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society

0] IIf] Woxy

PRYEA OYM U

S Yo 110,]
H

>

.



GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 2 (Summer)

“HHSI UL PIp

ooy ‘Tesauad 11 Tepm piop Jemdod jsow s fuew
19D X0 Hasa(,, dY) ‘[PWWOY UMMIY [eysIel

P21 Uila 0p 03 SuryiAue jo 103937109 Jonwald s,pliom
Ay} sy :[edjdA) os jou ST S0 1GIIK mmr:o

) ‘STIPE 3y ,‘OfeUR) B
UL, "10237[02 UBLLIAD [221d4) B 5] WREPNIS JO 10
SBWOLL ‘mala Jo jujod [euopjeAnOW 3y} WOI

unoefio)

000'0T 13130 STy Suowy "woj

-Jun s,[BWILOY S| UORI30d 819K Jo apud syl
80

2

*S3[QTIV3102 U Jeak © UOY[[Iq 023 puads sueuLan
. *191[10 J0 SUT[2LL0S §1IA[0I SUBLLLI;
29I} A13A3 U] U0 SMOUS YIIBISAI Alaym 'Kuvuu:g
uf 1se9[ I8 ‘st Bunyifiaaad ATedoRld "PajoalIod aq ued
Sunpiue Ameonoeld — Aueuldy) ‘LHVOLLINLS
AT VS s powoy saiog

U0%I3I SISTWou0dy uojssed Jai uo Lauow Siq puads
sevayy /

u2)j0 [ TUAW 3IB WoyM Jo juadlad (g 'SI10193[10)

"BJ2 JUAIDIJIP B JO

g1 Jem Afiseys moy

el

R, Sing 15 Years Together
Five members who have been with the group for the entire 15 years arc (lell

to right) Minnie Schellberg, Ellis Wickel, Evelyn Fuchs, Verlic W
: 3 A , s, Verlie Wegner and
Rosa Lee Hinze. Wickel and Fuchs designed the banner they are huldi;gﬁ

A 1B PLIoA Jatjoue oju difs 03

For 15 years, a group of area folks
have delighted lovers of traditional
German songs - the kind many older
folks heard at their parents’ knees.

The group, called Der Frocliche
Gesang Verein (or Winedzle German
Singers), celebrated their 15th an-
niversary with a party in Winedale
recently.

The group was formed in 1977 af-
ter Lonn Taylor, representing the
University of Texas Winedale

gram, asked around at the various
churches if anyone would be inter-
ested in forming 2 group lo sing Ger-
man songs at the Winedale festivals.
In February of that year, a group
began rehearsing, and were ready for
their first performance at the
Winedale Spring Festival on April 2,

1977 - just weeks after the group

gathered.

One of the coordinators of the
group's activilies was Ronnie Sacks,
a German teacher. The late Eurlene
Baranowski played a piano accom-
paniment for the group until illness
forced her to curail her playing.
Dwight Nitsche accompanied the
group on his accordion for most of
the 15 years.

About 30 members are at every
practice session and performance.
The group meels every two weeks

and is 34 members strong at present.

Membership fluctuates as some
members drop out for various
reasons, or death claims a member,
or new members join.

Most of the members were present |

at the anniversary party. One, a col-
lege coordinator, and another, a stu-
dent doing research in the Antarctica
at present, were unable to join the
fun-loving group for the anniversary
event. Members come from all walks
of life and span several generations -
from school-age to Social Security
Set age.

The group has pcgrmcd for a
variety of events throughout the
years, including festivals and special
events in Winedale, Washington-on-
the-Brazos, Brenham, Burton,
Rosebud, Houston, Moulton,
Yoakum and Calvert. Their first real-
ly big performance was at the New
Braunfels Wurstfest on Nov. 5, 1978.
The second performance of that day
was rained out, but they had the en-
joyment of delighting crowds for
their first performance.

One of the highlights of the 15
years was their invitation lo sing at
the Texas Sesquicentennial Celebra-
tion at San Jacinto on April 20, 1986.
Willie Nelson was a headliner that
evening. The German singers also
enjoyed touring the Battleship Texas
and watching the spectacular
fireworks that evening.

Another highlight was giving a

special program of Chrisimas carols
and German lessons during the 100th
Anniversary Celebration of the Holy
Cross Lutheran Church in Yoakum.
They also sang at the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Hermann Sons Lodge of
Seguin, and for the 1991 Southcus-
temn Texas-Southemn Louisiang Synod
Assembly in Brenham.

The group hosted the visit of mem-
bers of the Musik Kappele Markt
Erkheim, 2 German band [rom
Bavaria, and sang with them on
several occasions.

The Winedale singers perform at
rest homes, at special gatherings and
parties, and even a1 funerals of mem-
bers of the group. They reccive more
invitations than they can possibly ac-
cept, due to limitations of time and
finances.

But always, they enjoy being
together - singing, cating, playing
dominoes, or whatever. Some  of
them enjoy another German tradition:
drinking German soda water after a
performance or just before eating.
(They love to eat, and always prepare
ereat food!)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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Neue Westfilische, Nr. 87
Sonnabend, 11. April 1992

LOKALES *

500 Jahre Entdeckung Amerikas — 150 Jahre Auswanderung
Heimatforscher haben ihre
,,Schularbeiten’ bereits gemacht

Von Friedel Schiitte

Liibbecke. Wehdem gibt es minde-
stens dreimal, Gehlenbeck zweimal
auf der Welt, genau: Im Altkreis Lib-
becke und . . . in den USA. ,,500 Jah-
re Entdeckung Amerikas” als Jubi-
lium im Jahre 1992: Da fallt der Blick
zurlick auf das vorige Jahrhundert, in
dem allein aus dem damaligen Kreis
Libbecke mehr als 8000 Menschen
mit und ohne ,,Consens” in die Neue
Welt auswanderten, weil sie daheim
sonst verhungert waren.

Wie Dr. Heinz-Ulrich Kammeier in ei-
ner umfassenden und beispielhaften
(Doktor-)Arbeit und mehreren Bii-
chern herausgearbeitet hat, sind zwi-
schen 1840 und 1890 manche Dorfer
am Wiehen und Stemweder Berg na-
hezu entvolkert worden. An der Spit-
ze Wehdem, wo 50 von 100 aller Ein-
wohner nach Amerika gingen und
dort ihr ,,Neu Wehdem" im Staate In-
diana (heute Stadtteil von Indianapo-
lis) und , Wehdem Texas"” grindeten,

Intensive Kontakte

Bis heute bestehen zwischen den An-
gehorigen der vierten und flinften
Generationen hiiben und driiben ver-
wandtschaftliche Beziehungen und
Besuchskontakte. Kein Sommer, in
dem nicht Neu Wehdemer zum Stem-
weder Berg reisen — und umgekehrt.

Unterhaltungssprache: ~ Wehdemer
Platt, das sich sowohl in Indianapolis
als auch Texas ,vor Ort" gehalten
hat!

Wo aber sind die vielen tausend an-
deren Auswanderer aus dem Kreis
Lubbecke geblieben?

Die meisten Hillhorster, Schnathor-
ster oder Holsener Emigranten (wie
Boker, Unverfehrt ler Kriiger)
schlossen sich ihren Verwandten aus
Bergkirchen und Mennighiffen an;
die Bergkirchener griindeten 80 Kilo-
meter stdostlich von St. Louis, in der
..plattdeutschen Pririe”, ihr ,,Neu
Minden.

Die Mennightffener und damit viele
Tengeraner und Broderhausener,
Holsener und GroR-Berkener Aus-
wanderer gingen nach Columbus und
Clifty, auch Westphalia und Freeland-
ville, Indiana.

Partnerschaft gesucht

Columbus Ind. wiinscht sich seit eini-
gen Jahren “eine ,,Sister-City-Verbin-
dung” zu Lohne oder Hullhorst.

DaB es in der ,,plattdeutschen Pririe”
aber auch ein ,,Neu Gehlenbeck” (in
der Nahe der alten Siedlung Hamel)
gibt, dirften nur die wenigsten wis-
sen: Gehlenbeck wie auch Hamel
sind ndmlich auf keiner aktuellen

Landkarte verzeichnet. Ebenso wie es
die benachbarten Ortschaften Neu
Hahlen und Neu Osnabriick offiziell
nicht mehr gibt, da ihre Einwohner-
zahl unter 100 abgesunken ist.

Gleichwohl: Wer seine ausgewander-
ten Verwandten sucht (die Namen
sind dank griindlicher Recherchen
von Dr. Kammeier weitgehend zu-
sammengetragen worden!), der muB

in den genannten Regionen in Kir-

chenbiicher und auf Friedhofe schau-
en, wo alles noch so steht, wie es vor
100 und mehr Jahren aufgeschrieben
worden ist!

Archive sind gefragt

Umgekehrt finden ,,rootsuchende”
Auswanderernachfahren von drilben
die meisten gewinschten Dokumen-
te in Kreis- and Staatsarchiv, Kirchen-
bichern und den Kammeier-Bi-
chern, deren besonderer Reichtum

die darin verdffentlichten Auswande-

rerbriefe sind.

Sie geben oft ein herzergreifendes
Bild der Note jener Zeit daheim und
in der Neuen Welt, machen aber
auch, allesamt, die enge Verbunden-
heit der Auswanderer zu ihrer alten
Heimat an Wiehen und Stemweder
Berg deutlich.

Berithmte amerikanische Baumeister aus Unterliibbe und Gehlenbeck

Heinrich Schliiter und Wilhelm
Brinkmann bauten ,Wolkenkratzer*

enn es im Jahre 1888 auch ein

.Neu Gehlenbeck” in lllinois
(USA) gab: Wilhelm Brinkmann aus
Gehlenbeck, Sohn der Ehleute Karl
und Luise Brinkmann, geborene
Schliter von Unterlibbe, zog es nach
Chicago. Und zwar zu seinem Onkel
Heinrich W. Schltter, einem Speziali-
sten fir den arbeitsteiligen Bau von
Wolkenkratzern.

Heinrich W. Schliiter im benachbar-
ten Unterlibbe hatte den heimatli-
chen Hof bereits 1880 Richtung Green
Bay (,,Neu Lippe"”) Wisconsin verlas-
sen, zusammen mit seinen Briidern
Friedrich und Christian. Einer wird
Pastor, zwei gehen ins Baugeschift.
Heinrich (spiter Henry W.) Schliter
bringt es am weitesten:

Wolkenkratzer-Pionier

Er erfindet ein unschlagbares, kosten-
minderndes wie zeitsparendes Bauka-
stensystem fur Stahlbetonhochbauten
und wird damit zu einem der bedeu-
tendsten Wolkenkratzer-Pioniere der
Vereinigten Staaten!

Wilhelm Brinkmann arbeitete die er-
sten Jahre nach seiner Auswanderung
im Geschift des Onkels, schaute ihm
alle Regeln und Kniffe ab und machte
sich dann ebenfalls selbstandig — mit
dem ausdriicklichen Segen seines
Onkels.

Jetzt konnten sie getrennt marschie-
ren und vereint . . . bauen!

Sowohl Altmeister Heinrich W. Schli-

ter als auch dessen Neffe Wilhelm
Brinkmann schufen allein und ge-
meinsam GroBartiges, wie

@ die Reprisentationsbauten zur Chi-
cagoer Weltausstellung,

@ die der preuBischen Prunkarchitek-
tur des 19. Jahrhunderts nachempfun-
denen Reprasentationsbauten der
Weltausstellung 1903 in St. Louis,

@ Regierungsgebiude in den Staaten
Wisconsin, lllinois und Kalifornien,

@ Hafen- und Kistensicherungsbau-
ten groBten AusmaBes am Pazifik und
vieles mehr.

Die komplette Geschichte der GroB-
familie Schliiter/Brinkmann in Unter-
libbe/Gehlenbeck (und fern in den
Staaten) hat ein deutscher Verwand-
ter und Wissenschaftler, Dr. rer. nat.
Bruno Kénemann aus Bad Salzuflen,
geschrieben, Ihm verdanken wir auch
zahlreiche hier verwertete Informatio-
nen,

Bemerkenswert ist in diesem Zusam-
menhang, daB aus der Familie Brink-
mann, Gehlenbeck, mehrere bedeu-
tende amerikanische Wissenschaftler
hervorgegangen sind. Zum Beispiel
der Enkel Wilhelm Brinkmanns, Theo-
dor Rall. Als Professor fur Biochemie
und Pharmakologie an der Universitat
Virginia und langjahriger Assistent
des Hormonforschers Dr. Earl W. Sut-
herland war er mitbeteiligt, als das
.Case Western Research Center” in
Cleveland 1971 den Nobelpreis

erhielt.

Ebenso wie im benachbarten Kreis
Herford verfigt die Heimatforschung
des Altkreises Libbecke Gber ein na-
hezu luckenloses Auswandererarchiv
und hat damit dank der ,Pionierar-
beit” von Dr. Heinz-Ulrich Kammeier
und vieler ortlicher Helfer die duBerst
wichtige Geschichte der kleinen Leu-
te unserer Heimat im vorigen Jahr-
hundert ,,aufgearbeitet”.

Der Altkreis Minden, mit der zusam-
menhingenden Erforschung seiner
Auswandererstrome und -namen bis-
her noch zuriick, kann dank der Dis-
sertation des Sidfelder Wissenschaft-
lers Dr. Wolfgang Riechmann — gera-
de rechtzeitig zum Jubilaumsjahr —
ebenfalls ,,Vollzug” melden:

Kreis an der Spitze

Zwar steht eine allgemeine Vertffent-
lichung dieser Doktorarbeit iiber die
Auswanderung von 1816 bis 1933 aus
dem Kreis Minden noch aus. Doch
sind die Zahlenergebnisse bereits be-
kannt:

Nicht weniger als 20 000 Blrger des
alten Kreises Minden haben die Hei-
mat Richtung Amerika verlassen!

Das bedeutet: Mit 28 000 bis 30 000

- Amerikaauswanderern war und st

der Kreis Minden-Liibbecke unter al-
len Regionen Westfalens, so Dr.
Riechmann, Spitzenreiter!

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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B TEXANS AT WORK - Ptndldng _
honéy for money got its start i
Texas in 1842 because of an entery.
prising German immigrant. E
Willlam Brukish was a mem
of the colony of Prince Carl o
Solms-Braunfels. He introduced
bees to the settlement and late
wrote a book on beekeeping. He is|
credited with inventing the box
hive with removable frames, which
replaced the log gum hive ofl
earlier pioneers. {
Thanks to Brukish, honey
production is a sweet and
profitable business today.
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"Recent Publications
Donald F Dummbaugh, “Radikaler
! Grundlage

Pletismus als

Preotestantismus. 6 (Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1990), 112431. tn Ger-
man but with excellent sweep of the supporting
nmmmmm&mvmmﬂumm
\ ial societies who ignore this
mdydoaowlmmperﬂ.

ma&mm..;cermwmmmdm'm
Challenges Germanistih. Tradi
tbnan‘.‘— > of

ed. Eite] Timm (Sudicium Verlag,
951), p. 2947. ISBN 3-89129-0934. A fine survey
the history of GermanAmerican scholarship
wh!chpotn oul the weaknesses along with the
hopes of cultural
could revitalize the discipline of Germartistik. Foses

major questions: Is ethnic literature only about
migretion and acculturation? Can a German-Amer

background? is everything produced by a German-
American really GermanAmerican? What role does
lhchnmeofthewdtcrwmmldm
cance are transiations? What

Aomd,
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in this study lasted for some seven decades attests
to thelr Fine end: and bibRography

Amold H. Marzoll, Let's Talh Geramam
Russian with Eraschtins

=n
).’ ke, 2nd ent d edition with selec-
tons from the author's  Predrie Fosms and
Poveen to Parven (Bismark: Germans from.
Russis Heritage Society, 1991) First reviewed in this
newslatter Vol 11, No. 4 (December 1990), p. 35.
Inckad views and nts made about the

ﬂmedﬂon.Aslanlﬂumbumnlnoﬂolﬂmm—
necdotes Is the original dialect .wmae
of the Germans from Russia along with

in high German as well as in English. Along with

WPMMWM
Meonic Today and Yesterday (Ottn
Germn-CuMhnConml”l).ZOﬁppPop«
back, ISBN 0-9695485-0-5. Order from
MMWMMONTIQBGRI
CD. A magnificent work divided into 30 chapters
using a backup approach from the Germans in
Canada today to the earlier perlody and with
separate chapters on the separatists like the Hut-
terites, Pennsyivania German

Mesnnonites, Hesslans,
Moravians, Luneburgess and more. Special chaplers
also for each pmvlnce. No footnotes, but com-

harchan hibli

p phics listed separately for each
h mbookhnhtghlwulhnbehyw

p ke the Gastard ot Aussiedler in Ger-

many today? A very probing study.

Robert Reitzel, Advemtwres of a
An A

Neovel, Tansation and Introduction by Jacot
Erhardt, (New German-American Studies, Vol3)
(New York: Lang, 1992), 93 pp.

The Nasi Menace in Argentina, by Roaald
C. Newton (Stanford University Press), 540 pages;
$49.50, Challenges previous accounts of the extent
of Nazi activities and influence in Argentina, in-
dudhgeﬂothbhthmlbemumyscemm
military and

e 1

right wing.

Viktor Bracht, Fexas &m 1863, trans. Charles
thk Schmidt. In\m&n:\bn by SGAS member
Th T Heritage Socie-
ty, Box 2& Mlmunca. TX, 78652, 199|). $21.00
postpaid.

“Tune [n" ts a N for the G Amerk

Community published at 504 Parkview, Elmhurst,
IL 60126 Tel: (708) 9413993. It is edited by Mariis
Schmidt who also airs German radio p

and scholar

Rudolph Vecoll, Decumenting Diversity: A
Repert om the Conferemce on
ting the

migration History

sity of Minnesota, 1991). ISBN 0-932833128 The
results of a planning conference of 42 scholars, at
which were presented papers by experts, among
the- but by SGB member Kathleen Conzen on
“The H 's Quest for ' D

tion”, where she uses largely Steams County, Min-
nesolnunbuetnﬂhstme&wpmbkmwcous

brief article sets the key and offers an overview of
the problem. Others highlight the many related pro-
blems Contact: History Center. Univer-
;igl:l Minnesota, 826 Berry Street, St. Paul, MN

Joseph A. Amato, Sevoants of the Land.
God, Family, and Farm. The Trinity of
DBelglan Ecomemic Folkways in
M 2nd rev. ed
:‘ MN Croash Preu. 1991). 69 m Ma.ps.

a'bmk Heﬂmm.wwiy

repom in v nyle the lc folk
mores, traditionsand successes of the

=t: A G
1 blished at Leb Penn-
lyhlvmh (Bovde. MD: Heritage, 1990). Indexes
2.500 mmu from the Demokrat; a model of how
papers should be indexed.

American War
of Indspendence tmtmmmq

dmwmwulm.‘m-,

tact
Werner Schubert, Prozessionsweg IS 4412
Ostbevern, Germany.

Don Heinrich Tolzmann, The Pire¢ Germans
in Amerion, With « In-
deox and (Bowie, Maryland: Heri-
t2ge Books, 1992). $13.00. Contact: Heritage Books,
I1S40E Pointer Ridge Place, Sulte 400, Bowie,
Maryland 20716. Telephone: 301-390-7708.

Flemuh Belgians that settled mostly in the Lyon
County region of southwestern Minnesota. These
are Germanic people who have customarily dealt
easily with neighborhood immigrants from the
él;;c;:aConm the press at 202 Park, Marshall, MN

James P. Igary. WhWA

(Mount Horeb‘ Wi:consin Fnlk Muuum. 1991), 63
pp. Many ph m..v phy. Widely published
iklorist James Leary d his lon in the
ﬁmhnlloﬂhebookleimﬂ:eSwlsumkmnumd
thelr “old time™ music tn Wisconsin (the most dense-
ly Swiss state in America on a per capita calcula-
tion), while in the second half editing a taped
autoblography of Rudy Burkhalter, the Midwest's
uppermost traditionally Swiss musician. In the
1960s and 70s Wisconsin-Swiss musician, Burk-
halter, became famous as a high uhool membly
artist with a one-hour show about
its folk traditions. Contact the Museum at Ht. Horeh
W1 53572.

Julius Friedrich Sachse's Hiistery of the Ger
man Role in the Explora-
tion, and Secttlement of the New
World. Ed., Don Helnrich Tolzmann (Bowie, MD
Heritage Books, 1951). 2565 pp. $20 Order *T549.

Discusses the frst Germans in American, especially  Published to the 500th
at Jamestown, Virginla and in New York. Demon- dﬁndmwdmrhamﬂumhofthe(kr-
strates that GermanAmerican history begins in mamlnhldcvclopanTbebookﬂmW
1608 with the arrival of the first Germnans. in 1892 to the 40Cth anni
23 published by the Pennsylvahia German Society
Emst Thode, Address Book for Germanic Ducvibu conditions in Germmy pdor to 1700
Genoalogy, 4th ed. (Baitimore: Genealogical d to emig New &
Nhlhhha. 1991), 218 pp. paperback. 1001 North and L by"' mmy iginal faci-
St. Baltimore, MN 21202-3897, $27. Lists  simile Hlustrati duced in the

new printing. Limited updau:ﬂ b(b!hognprw ap-
pended.

Eberhard Reich Boosier Ger

[indl German Heritage Society, by NCSA
Literatur, Green Valley, Nashville, IN 47448), this
Is a beauttful contribution to portraying the every-
day lives of ethnic German people in down home
America.

Bernd G Laengin, Dis Ruselanddextschen

=nter und Sowjetsterns
Staedte, Landschaften aund Menschen
auf alten (Augsburg: Weltbild Verlag

1991). Excellently written, beaufifully iltustrated
history of the Russian Germans, from the beginn-
ings to the recent past, with special reference to
the various Russian German settiements — a “must”™
for anyone interested in the topic.

Don Heinrich Tolzmann, ed., Ohio Valley Ger
man Bilographical Index (Bowie,
Maryland: Heritage Books, Inc., 1992). $20.00 —
plus $3.00 for handling and postage. This volume
pmvldes access to mnlor German-Amedun

covering the German element in lhe Ohlo Valley
(mid-18th to early 20th century), not indexed
heretofore. the sources which Tolzmamm had
indexed for this volume (there are four total) is in
English and the others are in German; an English
translation of one of the German-anguage volumes
will be available in the fall, 1992.

The Ohio Valley was a major destination and
distribution point for German immigration and set-
tement, and this index is of use by individuak who
have connections to the Valley. The geographical
emphasis is on the tri-state region of Ohia, Indiana,
and Kentucky. Occasionally, German settlers in
otherngiomm[isuduwell This volume is of

icular value to d in rural
and urban areas which were settled by German-
Americans who came from the greater Cincinnati
area, such as L County, Te New
Ulm, Mir G berg, lowa; Te fols, [l
linois; and Oldenburg, Indlana. Altogether, 3,754
names are indexed. NonGerman names in the
sources are excluded from the index. Contact:

Books, 1540-E Pointer Ridge Place, Bowie,
MD 20716 (301) 330-7708.

THE SOCIETY

Established in 1968 and registered in the state of
Ohio as a non-profit organization, the Society is
an international professional association of in-

g8s1 W EiEgmsy

510 g mnmmv - unum@ sy Mo

dividuals and institutions interested in and in-
volved in the field of German-American studies.

PURPOSES

The Society holds to the following purposes:

— to engage in and promote interest in the
study of the history, linguistics, folklore,
genealogy, literature, theater, music, and
other creative art forms of the German ele-

ment in the Americas;

— to publish, produce, and present rescarch
findings and educational materials of the
areas of interest as a public service;

— to assist researchers, teachers, and students;

— and to improve cross-cultural relations be-
tween German-speaking countries and the

Americas.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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AFFILIATES AND REGIONAL
REPRESENTATIVES

The Society aims to cooperate with organiza-
tions with similar and serves as an um-
brella organization for them. A list of the regional
representatives can be found in the S.G.S.A.
Newsletter.

The following o ons are affilisted with
the S.G.AS.: The Max Kade Institute for
German-American Studies (University of
Wisconsin-Madison) ® The German Heritage
Society of Greater Washington D.C. (Washington
D.C.) ® The Center for Pennsylvania German
Studies (Millersville University) ® The Max Kade
German-American Document & Research Center
(University of Kansas) ® The Indiana German
Heritage Society (Indiznapolis, Indiana) ¢ The
German-American Historical Society of Greater
Cleveland (Cleveland, Ohio) ® The German Texan
" Heritage Society (Southwest Texas State Uni-
versity) ® The Society for the History of the Ger-
mans in Maryland (Baltimore, Maryland) ® The
Germans from Russia Heritage Society (Bismarck,
North Dakota) ® The German Genealogical Socie-
ty of America (Los Angeles, California).

GERMAN-AMERICAN STUDIES
GUIDELINES

The S.G.A.S. has prepared guidelines for the
introduction of German-American studies into the
curricula of schools and colleges. A copy of these
guidelines may be obtained by writing to the
treasurer.

APPLICATION FOR 8.G.A.S.
MEMBERSHIP
Name
Address
City
State Zip

Professional affiliation if not in address above

Verifying signature for student members

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
—— Regular (North America) .......... $20
—— Regular (outside North Americs) ... $25
o Student ........ciiienniicninenns $10

(Verified by signature of department chair)
— Joint(oncaddress) ............... $30
— Institution (North America) ........ $28
— Institution (outside North America) . $30
— Sustaining ........o0iiiiiiinnene $40
e DOROT ....iiiiiiiinie it $78
—— Affiliated Organization .......... $150

Life ...cooviieecneccscocnnnnns $500

(may be paid in five annual installments)

To bocome a member, please write a check
paysble to:
““The Society for German-American Studies®”

and mail it with this applicstion form to the
treasurer:
William Roba
Scott Community College
300 Belmont Road
Bettendorf, lowa 52722

PUBLICATIONS

The Society publishes a quarterly newsletter and
a yearbook to further its purposes. The Newslet-
ter, while containing informative articles concern-
ing the Socicty, also carries articles about the ac-
tivities of other organizations with similar pur-
poses and short articles on German-Americana.

The Yecarbook contains articles in English and
German on German-American history, literature,
and culture. It also contains a Book Review sec-
tion edited by Jerry Glenn, University of Cincin-
nati, and the annual Bibliography of Germaa-
Americana, edited by Glles R. and Delores Hoyt,
Indiana University, Indianapolis, assisted by the
Biblographic Committee of the Society.

Back issues of the Yearbook are available from
the treasurer at $20.00 per volume. The 1981-5
Yearbeok index is available from the treasurer for
$5.00. The forerunner of the Yearbook, the Jour-
nal, is available from Micro-Fliim Iatersatioaal.
The Jourusal index is available from the treasurer
for $5.00.

—— e e

German-Americana in
American History Textbooks:

In 1983 Nathan Glazer examined
American history textbocks from major
textbook publishers, and published the
results in Ethnic Groups in History Text-
books (Washington DC.: Ethics and
Public Policy Center, 1983). In his study
he indicates the number of pages and the
percentage of each text devoted to: In-
dians, Blacks, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans,
Chinese, Japanese, Northern and West-
ern Europeans, and Southern and East-
ern Europeans.

Note that Europeans are simply
lumped together, mainly because the
textbooks provide little information on
them. One could not even begin to ask
the question about the image of the
German-American in American history
textbooks, because there is no image,
since there are little or no references to
them. The same could be said about
other European ethnic groups also.

Glazerwotes that “European groups
receive only a fraction - in all but one
history, a quarter or less - of the cover-
age given to non-whites and Hispanics™”
(p. 18) He describes this as an “im-
balance” and indicates that it is due to
the fact that European immigrants are
not identified, but rather appear in the
textbooks under “ethnically anonymous

~ terms,” such as “industrial workers” or
immigrant city-dwellers. ’

Our task in the field of German-
American Studies is not only to work for
the introduction of our field into the cur-
riculum, but we need textbooks for Ger-
man instruction and for the social studies
areas, which deal with the German-
American dimension. We call upon our
SGAS membership to take up the task of
examining textbooks, and to contact
publishers with regard to the preparation
of new ones, which fully, fairly, and ac-
curately describe the diversity of Ameri- -
can society. As Julius Friedrich Sachse
once wrote, we are only requesting our
proper place on the historical page of
America.

Don Heinrich Tolzmann

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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1909 US. Census Updatex

Since the 1990 US. Census ethnic
ancestry data is not yet available, SGAS
members should consult state Data User
Centers, which have such information for
individual states.

According to the Ohio Data Users
Center, the following categories are iisted
in the census which would be relevant
to a total German element statistic: 1)
Alsatian, 2) Austrian, 3) German, 4)
Liechtensteiner, 5) Luxemburger, 6) Ger-
mans from Russia, 7) Silesian and 8)
Swiss.

Other categories to be examined for
German ethnicity are those for: Lorraine,
Frisian and Sorbian/Wend. Although a
category for Pennsylvania-German had
been announced, none was in the Chio
Data Users Center. Hence, there are 8
categories; the major ones, of course, are
2,3 and 8, but 1 and 4-7 are also impor-
tant. For example, in certain states
category 6 (Germans from Russia) con-
stitutes the major German ethnic group.

Requests for a combined statistic of
these groups remain unanswered. At this
point those involved in the field of
German-American Studies, as well as for
German-American organizations, must
obtain such data from their state Data
User Center, and then total the statistics
for their respective states. My studies of
the 1980 census reveal that on average
the statistic for category 3 (German) can
usually be raised from S to 7% per state
with the addition of the other 7 German
ethnic groups. In states, however, with
Germans from Russia, this would be con-
siderably higher. [t should be noted that
category 3 (German) exciudes all other
German ethnic groups.

Don Heinrich Tolzmann

Funding Sought for the
re-printing of the
Hutterian Brethren’s
Klein-Geschichtsbuch.
Back in 1947 the Hutterian Brethren,

with the support of the Cari Schurz
Memorial Foundation in Philadelphia,
printed the 840-page German-language
Daf Klein-Geschichtsbuch der Hup-
terischen Brider, as edited by AJF
Ziegischmid of Northwestern University,
Today the Woodcrest Bruderhot would
like to reprint it and hopes to find fun-
ding for scanners that can encode the
Fraktur style type in preparation for a

new edition. If you can help or know of
others or agencies that might be willing,
contact: Martin Johnson, Woodcrest Bru-
derhol. Route 213, Box 903 , Rifton, NY

124710903 Tel: (914) 658-8351. F:
ey , Fax 914

Query

Brigittte Schiitz, an ant historian in Germany
preparing an exhiit on the National Soclalist move-
ment in Munich from 1912 to 1946, seeks historical
objects relating to this topic that may be in
American handa. Contact her at Lucile-Grahn-Str.
36, 8000 Minchen 80, Germany.
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DIE ABENDPOST
/SONNTAGPOST 1888-1991

The oldest German-language newspaper
of Chicago, the Abendpost and its Sun-
day edition, the Sonntagpost, was recent-
ly absorbed by the Nordamerikanische
Wochen-Fost of Troy, Michigan, and sub-
scribers to the former will begin receiv-
ing the latter, according to Knuth Beth,
editor and publisher of the Wochen-Post.
The Abendpost had earlier absorbed the
Milwaukee Deutsche Zeitung and con-
tained news from Milwaukee, as well as
Chicago. The Wochen-Fost has been in
existence for 137 years; it was founded
in 1854 by Karl Marxhausen (editor of
the first anthology of German-American
literature).

According to a report which appeared in
the Eintract, many older German-Ameri-
cans, who immigrated to Chicago after
the World Wars, recall that they made
their first contacts through the Abend-
past. They were not fluent in English and
‘the Abendpost, which was printed in
German, had the most want-ads in their
language. In those days, in the early mor-
ning hours, German immigrants looking

for work, stood in line on Washington |

Street, waiting for the edition to come
out.

Karl Arndt records that the Abendpost
circulation in 1900 was over 37,000 and
in 1920 over 48,000. By the 1970s cir-
culation was ca. 10,000. The Wochen-
Post now contains pages devoted to
German-Americam news from Chicago
and Milwaukee. Contact: Nordamerikan-
ische Wochen-Post, 1120 E. Long Lake
Rd., Troy, Michigan 48098.

Frances Ott Allen

Query on
German-Americans in Science

Andreas Daum, assistant at the Univer-
sity of Munich, plans a visit to the U.S.
this autumn to do historical research in
the field of 19th century German-Ameri-
can science history. He is interested in
the mutual perception and reception of
natural science, especially in its
"popularized” version (as A. Brehm or
E. Heeckel practiced in Germany). One
aspect will be the public esteem of Alex-
ander von Humboldt in the US., but
some traces of German immigrants who
acted as naturalists or natural scientists
will also be investigated. Andreas Daum
would be grateful for any further infor-
mation on this topic. Contact Daum at:
Institut fir Neuere Geschichte,

Universtitat Miinchen, Herzogstr. 60/1I,
8000 Minchen 40, Germany.
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Max Kade Foundation Gives

$350,000 For German-
American Research Institute

The Max Kade Foundation has given
$350,000 to establish a German-
American research institute in Penn
State’s College of the Liberal Arts. The
institute will be affiliated with the
Department of Germanic Languages and
Literature and will help expand oppor-
tunities for research and teaching.

“Penn State is an appropriate setting
for this institute because Pennsylvania
has a rich heritage of German settlement
and the largest population of German-
Americans in the United States,’ said
Susan Welch, Dean of the college. “In ad-
dition, the University already has unique
resources that will complement the work
of the institute!" As two examples, she
pointed to the University Libraries'
Allison-Shelly collection on Anglo-
German literary and cultural relations —
the nation’s largest — and to faculty who
have international reputations as
specialists in such areas as German
history and German philosophy.

“The institute will provide a focal
point for current scholarship in German
literature and language, culture, history,
politics and related fields, and will allow
us to launch initiatives that should bring

_national recognition to our program,’

noted Frank Gentry, head of the Depart-
ment of German. Gentry said activities
the institute could undertake might in-
clude: 1) supporting distinguished
visiting scholars who would do col-
laborative work with Penn State faculty
and students; 2) providing assistance to
graduate students in German-American
literature or culture; 3) sponsoring lec-
tures and symposia; 4) providing a
meeting place and library resource base”
for faculty, students and visitors in-
terested in German-American research;
and 4) awarding grants-in-aid to stimulate
research.

The Max Kade German-American In-
stitute to be located in Burrowes Building
at the University Park Campus honors
the New York-based Max Kade Founda-
tion which makes grants primarily to in-
stitutions of higher education. It was
established in 1944 by Max Kade, a Ger-
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man who emigrated to the United States
in 1905 and built a successful phar-
maceutical company. Kade had a special
interest in promoting better cultural rela-
tions between the United States and
Europe. The gift will create an endow-
ment to provide a permanent source of
income for the institute. Contact: Frank
Gentry, Department of German, Penn-
sylvania State University, University
Park, PA 16802.

PASTORIUS KOLLEG
(Pastorius College) A Multi-Use
Facility In Germany Offered
for use to German-Americans

Housed in the Pastorius Home and
named for Franz Daniel Pastorius,
outstanding immigrant leader and first
German scholar in America (1683), the
college offers overseas study programs
that are unique in scope, intensity and
financial accessibility. US. high school
teachers and college professors can ar-
range and conduct their own programs
at Pastorius Kolleg. Likewise, adults can
participate in organized educational and
cultural activities or run their own pro-
grams. US. German clubs are invited to
use the facilities when planning ac-
tivities in Germany. U.S. companies with
ties or interests in German-speaking
countries may also conduct corporate
meetings and language or professional
training programs at Pastorius Kolleg.
Contact: Pastorius Home Association,
Inc., Box 66, Germansville, PA 18053.

Postscript to 1991 SGAS
Award Recipient

Ginter Moltmann, Profesor of
History at the University of Hamburg,
Germany, and recipient of the 1991 SGAS
Outstanding Achievement Award, cele-
brated his sixty-fifth birthday on Decem-
ber 18, 1991. In his honor an interna-
tional symposium was held in Hamburg,
January 3-5, 1992, “Transatlantic Com-
munication: Cultural and Economic As-
pects of Migration from the late 18th to
the Edrly 20th Century!" Papers were
presented by Roger Daniels (keynote ad-
dress), Anthony G. Roeber, Kathleen
Neils Conzen, Walter T. K. Nugent,
Marianne Wokeck, Dudley Baines, Pieter

- R. D. Stokvis, Rainer Mihle, and Ulrike

Skorsetz. Hans-Jiirgen Grabbe deserves
special credit for organizing the meeting.
A publication of the contributions is
forthcoming.

Moltmann continues his work in the
field of German-American Studies and
pursues various projects: a survey of
American-German relations from the 18th
to the 20th centuries, a political biography
of US. special agent to Europe, Ambrose
Dudley Mann, American-German return
migration, and immigrant songs as

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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sources for immigration history. In recent
years his interest has also focused on
Texas-Germans and the Mainzer
Adelsverein, the “league of nobles,”

founded in 1842 to promote immigration
and develop a German colony in Texas.

In 1987, and again in 1989, he visited
the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript
Library, Yale University, and browsed
through the old files of the Adelsverein
which, after two decades of disap-
pearance, have been purchased by that
institution and are now included in its
Collection of Western Americana. In the
spring of 1990 he was scholar-in-resi-
dence at Baylor University's Regional
Studies Program, directed by Professor
Glen E. Lich, and participated in a plan-
ning conference for the sesquicentennial
anniversary of the Adelsverein,
18421992, “Dimensions of Discovery.’
Under the guidance of Lich (now Sec-
retary of State Professor for multicultural
and German-Canadian Studies at Win-
nipeg) he toured Texas Hill Country and
studied the heritage of German immigra-
tion to that region. In cooperation with
Lich and Professor Theodore Gish, Uni-
versity of Houston, he has been sear-
ching for hitherto unknown documents
throwing new light on the Adelsverein
and its activities.

In the private archives of one of Ger-
many's old noble families in the Wester-
wald he discovered the original diary of
Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels contain-
ing detailed day-to-day notes about his
“Reise nach Amerika 1844." The prince,
commissioner-general-of the Adelsverein,
was sent to Texas where he founded New
Braunfels to prepare for the arrival of
thousands of immigrants. Tragic fate
befell many Germans who either could
not be accommodated, fell sick, starved
or died at the coast after their arrival oc-
curred after the prince's departure and
return to Germany. He was a romantic
adventurer who had hoped Texas would
remain independent and dreamed of a
strong force of German settlers to con-
tain the south-western expansion of the
United States.

Moltmann is transcribing the diary,
scribbled in old German handwriting, as
an interesting source for the history of
German-American migration and of the
American West. The publication of an
edition of the text is under consideration.

The editor
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NINETEENTH-CENTURY BUILDINGS OF GERMAN HERITAGE

by Anne-Kathleen Kreger and Polly Jespersen
MacArthur High School, San Antonio, Texas

First Place, Texas State German Contest
Austin, Texas, Spring 1991

"Guten Morgen, wie geht's?" is not nearly [Ss0] common a greeting in San Antonio,
Texas as "Buenos dias, {(como esta usted?" but this river city has a more colorful
historical conglomeration of cultures than is apparent at first glance. During the
[middle and late] nineteenth century there was a significant population of German
settlers. Though [currently] not as dominant as the Spanish culture, there has been
a strong German influence in the city. Architectural examples of the German culture
are the Staake Building, Harnisch and Baer [Confectionery Building], Dullnig Building,
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Menger Hotel, and the German-English School, all of which
were constructed during the nineteenth century and continue to serve San Antonio
today.

In 1841, a prominent German family commissioned the preeminent architect, James
Riely Gordon, to design a building to house their thriving carriage business. August,
Rudolph, and Herman Staacke erected the building at 309 East Commerce Street.” They
‘operated the largest carriage dealership in the city from this location. Their early
inventory included Springwagons, rockaways, buckeye mowers, reapers, and wagon
hardware. This successful German business is credited with introducing the first
automobile into the city in 1905, as well as selling the first automobile in San
Antonio, according to the son of Corrine Staacke. The Staacke family continued to
operate their prosperous business until 1920.2 The Staacke Restaurant [now closed]
commemorates the German heritage in the building today.

Another German entrepreneur built the Harnisch and Baer Confectionery nearby,
at 415 East Commerce Street, in 1877. Mr. Harnisch introduced the pound cake to
America upon immigrating from Germany in 1860, In the next block [from the Staacke
Building] is the Harnisch and Baer Confectionery building. Although another man [G. A.
Duerler, Sr.] is credited with the introduction of the ice cream soda in the 1870s,
many early San Antonians remember enjoying them in [Harnisch’'s] first confectionery
which was located on Alamo Plaza during the 1860s. "In 1868 Harnisch and Baer put the
first ice cream soda--their own invention--on the menu of their ice cream parlour. It
was called the 'Dolly varden,” after a famous opera star of those days," claimed
Bretano Harnisch.® The interior of the shop was lined with open skylights, long
polished stone tables and potbellied stoves for winter warmth. Some of the
specialities included imported pastries, homespun candies, glazed fruit, almond paste,
and peppermint drops.+ It closed in 1918 but [the building] is now home to the
original Mexican Food Restaurant [not to be confused with the original Original Mexican
Restaurant, formerly located at 115-121 Losoya Street].

Near Harnisch and Baer, at the corner of Alamo, Commerce, and Losoya [streets],
stands the Dullnig Building. This large building, now separated into many different
businesses, used to house a large grocery business, which was owned by a prosperous
German businessman, George Dullnig. The building was erected in 1886. Aside from
being one of the handsomest buildings in the city, it was a commercial beehive.® The
Dullnigs sold their products at bargain prices: butter at 2§ cents per pound, potatoes
at 1S cents per peck, and flour at 40-50 cents per 24 ounces. San Antonio’s first
elevator to be operated by hydraulic pressure was installed in this building.® The
grocery business ended with the death of George Dullnig, although he is still
remembered because his name is printed on one of the windows of the building.

To the east of the Dullnig Building is St. Joseph’'s [German] Catholic Church, or
"St. Joske's" as it came to be called because it was eventually surrounded on three
sides by a large department store named Joske's. The store changed ownership and is
now Dillard’s. The church was [originally designed by G. Friesleben, later Theodore
Giraud became church architect] and the cornerstone was laid on November 5, 1868,
bearing this inscription: "Siehe die Wohnug Gottes bei den Menschen / den § Nov 1868"
("See God’'s house, built by the people") [or, "Behold the dwelling of God among men"].
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German Heritage Buildings, continued

The purpose of the church was to fill the German Catholics’ need for a place to 147

worship in their own language so they would no longer have to worship with the

[English-speaking congregation at St, Mary’s Church]. [In 1898, the spire, designed by

architect James Wahrenberger, was added.] Around 1902, stained glass windows were

brought from Germany and installed.” ([The church has undergone several restoration

- efforts, notably in 1981 and 1991.] Today it still serves as a center of worship.
[The church is located at 623 East Commerce Street.]

Located near Rivercenter [Mall] at 204 Alamo Plaza is the elegant Menger Hotel.

In 1855, william A. Menger operated an authentic German brewery and later he and his
wife opened a boarding home. Soon business was booming and they announced their plan
to build a large hotel. J. H. Kampmann completed this hotel in 1859 for a total cost
of $16,000.® [John Fries was the architect for the original building.] It was [classic
Greek-revival] style with fifty rooms and a stable for the guests’ horses. In March
of 1879, gas lights were installed.® The hotel was much too expensive for the
average traveler. Many famous people stayed there, including [Theodore] Roosevelt,
Captain Richard King of the King Ranch family, Oscar Wilde, 0. Henry, Frances Parkinson
Keyes, Sidney Lanier, Jenny Lind, Sarah Bernhardt, and Gen. U. S. Grant. [The
popularity of the hotel is evidenced by several enlargements, including the 1909
addition designed by noted architect Alfred Giles that included the three-story
Victorian lobby.] The hotel’'s business experienced a decline in the mid-Depression, but
was reconditioned in the 1940s and is currently a center of San Antonio’s social
affairs. [The Menger Hotel is on the National Register of Historic Places and is
recognized by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.]

' A few blocks south on Alamo Street is the [former] German-English School. In

the 1800s, it was considered an outstanding cultural institution in Texas and drew
enrollment from throughout the state. It was organized in March 1858 with two basic
principles. Religious instruction was prohibited, and German and English language
instruction enjoyed equal emphasis. The curriculum included Spanish, geography,
writing, poetry, history, algebra, mathematics, sewing and singing. [In] 1860 the
classes moved to the Alamo Street headquarters. With the development of public
- schools, the German-English School closed in 1897. The building served as [an
elementary and a junior high school, the first location of San Antonio College,]
HemisFair headquarters [city planning offices], and is now [a conference center for
the hotel Plaza San Antonio].

These are but a few of the more prominent examples of the influence of the
German heritage on the architectural base in a historic city more often associated
with the Hispanic culture. [The students included copies of vintage photographs to
contrast with their own colored snapshots of the current appearance of each building.]

Notes

Chris Carson and William McDonald, editors, A Guide to San Antonio Architecture
(San Antonio: San Antonio Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, 1986), p. 26.

2"Staake Building," vertical file, Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library, San
Antonio, Texas.

*"Ice Cream Sodas," San_Antonio Express and News, 1§ February 1971.

“Rolla Wwilliams, "Ever Drink a Dolly Varden?"

STelephone interview with Mrs. George Dullnig, 14 January 1991.

°Mrs. John A. Albert, "From Sodas to Easter Eggs, Dullnig Block Had Bargains,"
San_Antonio Express and News, S December 1965, p. 8C.

7"St. Joseph’s 100th Anniversary," San Antonio Light, 17 September 1967, n.p.

SLinda Johnson and Sally Ross, Historic Texas Hotels and Country Inns (Austin:
Eakin Press, 1982), pp. 79-81.

°Walter Prescott Webb, The Handbook of Texas (Austin: Texas State Historical
Association, 1952), s.v. "Menger Hotel," by Eleanor Stuck.
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NOTE: A Guide to San Antonio Architecture is still available. It is a 136-page book
with photographs and descriptions of 239 buildings, both historic and contemporary.
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7820S. Price includes tax and postage.
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German Writer Told Tales
O

Llano Estacado

150.

Geburtstag
25.2.1992

BY MEREDITH MCCLAIN
UNBELIEVABLE AS it may
seem lo residents of the Texas

Staked Plains, thousands of Ger- |
mans will honor the 150th birthday of [

a writer who made his cnormously
successful carcer by describing their
very own Llano Estacado.

Karl May (pronounced My), who
wrote, among other best sellers, a
novel titled "Der Geist des Llano
Estakado (The Spirit of the Llano
Estacado),” never got to the wild
wesl of America, although he did
spend some lime at Niagara Falls
several years before his death in
1912. But May had the ability to cre-
ate from available stories to him
and out of his fantasy the noblest na-
tive of the High Plains, the Apache
chief, Winnetou.

In the carly to mid-1960s German
filmmakers sct aboul presenting
Winnetou and his German blood
brother, Old Shailerhand, in what
was then hailed as a break in to the
American domain of bang-up perfect
Weslerns. The perfect setling was
Yugoslavia and the perfect actors for
the job turned out to be a French-
man, Pierre Brice, as Winnetou and
an American, Lex Barker, already
known to German audicnces as Tar-
zan, playing Old Shatterhand.

This pair became so well-known
and so popular in their roles that as

Winnetou, Noble
Apache Chief,
Is German Hero

late as the mid-1980s one joke going
around East Germany was that
Chairman Erich Honecker had been
caught looking at western T.V., but
he was forgiven since it was a Karl
May show with Lex Barker and Pi-
erre Brice.

Pierre Brice continued to play
Winnetou for 30 yecars and in the
summer of 1990, when it was an-
nounced at the open-air Karl May
Theater in Bad Segeberg that Brice
was stepping down, public disap-
pointment was enormous. The front
page of the New York Times carried
an article on the siluation labeled
“Oh No! Noble Apache Bites the
German Dust.”

THERE ARE many strange turns
along this German Western trail
which can lead one outside Koln (Co-
logne), then away from the Rhine,
over some bumps to a Weslern club
village named Lubbock!

On Feb. 25, 1842, Karl May was
born into the poverly of a weaver's
household in the Eastern German
state of Saxony. After a sickly child-
hood and difficult youth, May fol-
lowed his father's wishes and aspired
to become a teacher. However, accu-
sations 2f theft put an end to that ca-
reer direction and landed him in jail
for a period of 7 years.

ab die Deutsche Bundeypost ru Ehren des ichiers
¢ heraus, gestaliet nach ainem Dechelbild-Entwurl

des sihwedischen

Winnetou, the noble Apache chief of Mr. May’s
novels, is shown on a German commemorative
stamp. At right are shown IFrench actor Pierre

The next attempt al a career was
in journalism and May worked with
several newspapers and published
some rather shoddy stories. The rad-
ical change in fate occurred for May
when he began writing travel fiction
and, in 1882, he published “Durch dic
Wuste" (Through the Deserl) in
which he introduced the character
Kara Ben Nemsi and his faithful
compaign Hadshi Halef Omar.

In the next yoar, 1883, the publica-
tion of "Winnetou 1" offered May's
readers a move from the East to the
far and wild West of North America.
Employing first person narrative,
May's riew herg, Old Shatterhand, a
German furned fronliersman, tells
how he becama {amous in the West
and how he won tie friendship of the
noble Apache chief; Winnetou.

Further Intrigies in "“Winnelou
11" and “Winneteu 111," appearing
the same year, revéal the loyalty of
the blood brothers, Winnetou and Old
Shatterhand, and give the details of
the life and tragic death of (he young
Apache. The slory %nt of Winnetou
set forth in three volumes has been
called **an unforgaltable monument
to the tragic [ate of ai Indians.”

The popularity #f thédse first nine
books among German [vaders was
instant and lasting. Karl May was
firmly launched ¢t 8 Weillng career
which would bring him unbelievable
fame and fortune. By '™s Yeath in
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1912 he had written stories which
now fill 74 volumes.

Today, 80 years after his death,
Karl May sltill holds the position of
number-one best-selling German au-
thor of travel literalure. In 1987 it
was estimated that over 80 million
copics of his works had been sold in
30 different languages. Such num-
bers confirm that May's works ran
among, the “top ten on the all-time
best-seller list of world fiction.”

MAY'S CENTRAL place in Ger-
man cultural history has been re-
cently summed up by Arno Schmidt,
a well-known May scholar.,

He said, “'If one were to take the
trouble to open a normal German
brain, then one would find among
other amazing educational bils and
picces like Goethe, Snowwhite, the
Romans, and Old Fritz — one would
unquestioningly find Hadshi Halef
Omar and Old Shatterhand and Co.”

One aspect of his writings which
points lo May's popularity among
readers was his identification with
his main characters, Kara Ben
Nemsi and Old Shatterhand. Not only
did May use the first person in his
writing, but he often dressed like
these two characters and even had
professional photographs made for
his fans which he signed: “Karl May
called Old Shatterhand"!

80.
Todestag
30. 3. 1992

Brice as he has portrayed Win
and American actor Lex Barker as Winnetou's
sidekick and friend, Old Shatterhands.

netou for 30 years,

Karl Tay

In 1896 May moved into a large
villa in Radebeul, a fashionable sub-
urb of Dresden where he was visiled
by throngs of admiring readers. He

named his house "Villa Shatter-
hand'* and the interior was decorat-
cd to enhance May’s sense of identity
wilh his created heroes.

A second clement essential to
May's popular writing style is his
ability to describe his fictitious char-
aclers and seltings in convincing and
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fascinating detail. It has always sur-
prised me that Germans often
seemed to know more about the Lla-
no Estacado than most Texans do.
Only after I learned about May's
Winnetou character and discovered
the novel by May titled “Der Geist
des Llano Estakade” did I begin to
understand why the area in which I
live Is so well known in Germany.
According to statistics from the
Karl May press in Bamberg, the
Winnetou stories have always been
and continue to be the most popular
of May's writings.
* An interesting footnote here is
that in 1987 the German federal post-
al  service issued a . stamp
commemorating 75 years since
May's death and the lone figure on
the stamp was Winnetou.

SINCE MAY was never on the
Llano Estacado, one wonders where
he found material on the area. The
answer comes surprisingly from Ire-

-land. According to the research of
Dr. Klaus Hoffmann at the Karl May
Museum In Radebeul, one Thomas
Mayne Reid (1818-1883) left Ireland
to try his luck in the New World, ar-
riving in New Orleans in 1839.

From there he went to New Mexi-
co traveling through the Llano Esta-
“cado and experiencing all kinds of
Wild West adventures for several
years. In 1850 Reid went to England
and began to write down his experi-
ences, filling the pages with detailed
descriptions and writing in the first
person. When one checks Reid’s book
“Scalphunters” which appeared in
1852 in the first German translation
in Leipzig (in Saxony), amazing sim-
ilarities to May's descriptions and
characterizations come to light. It
turns out that Old Shatterhand's Eu-
ropean name was not May but Reid!
Several events occurred after
May's death which helped to assure
his continuing popularity. May’s wid-
ow, Klara May (1864-1944) cstab-
lished the Karl May Foundation and
in agreement with Euchar Schmid

founded in the same year, 1913, the .

Karl May Printing Press which pro-
duced 1,610,000 volumes in 1913 and
steadily increased production each
year thereafter until the difficulties
of WWII set work back." =~ “

After 1945, the Schmid heirs made °

the decision to move the press away
‘from the foundation and to Bamberg
In West Germany. The difficult
break was accomplished in 1960 just
before the Berlin Wall went up.

SINCE THE East Germian regime
viewed Karl May as an undesirable
writer of trivial literature, no further
publication in Dresden was possible.
By moving to Bamberg, the Schmid
heirs were able by 1963 to reach the
record production total of 25,156,000
volumes and have seen steady In-
creases each year to the present.

Two movements in Germany
further promoted Karl May's posi-
tion of prominence long after his
death. First there is the gradual
forming of Cowboy and Indian clubs
which began in Munich in 1913, the
year after May died.

The Cowboy Club Old Munchen
was formed specifically to honor the
memory of Karl May. )

Today the many members of the
organization, which is divided be-
tween Cowboys and Indians, may ex-
hibit less loyalty to the writer, but
the fascination with the American
West, which May [irst encouraged, is

o el
N

W How

a constant common denominator. '

Today I estimate there are iat
least 200 western clubs in former
West Germany alone and perhaps
4,000 active members.

One can find clubhouses, saloons,
weekend ranches, ranging from the
largest “*Western Town'' in Berlin to
the hidden club near the Rhine
named "'Lubbock’!

Former Mayor of Lubbock, Mor-
ris W. Turner, remembers that in
1973 a group of seven German men
visited Lubbock and appeared before

the Lubbock City Council to formally”

give their greeting and to state their
intent of founding a western club vil-
lage named after the Hub City.
Exactly 10 years later I was tour-
ing Germany with the student organ-

‘Ization T sponsored, the Texas Tech

German Dancers, You ¢an imagine
my surprise when a German named
Willi Kuester stepped out of the audi-
ence at one performance, showed us
the official document stating that he
was an honorary citizen of Lubbock,
Texas, and offered to lead us in his
U.S. Ford Mustang convertible to
visit Lubbock, Germany.

And so it happened that two van
loads of Texas Tech students, who
had put away their Black Forest cos-
tumes and put on their jeans, were

149

greeted as royalty' by pistol’ d
cowboys and their Western ladies for
an afternoon in the country.

IN THE Lubbock saloon, where
we were served ‘Kaffee und Ku-
chen,” we saw the City of Lubbock
flag, money from the bank of Lub-
bock, and various Red Raider memo-
rabilia. This unexpected outing to
“back home” remained one of the
highlights of the entire tour.

On Tuesday, Feb. 25, 1992, hun-
dreds of Germans will travel to the
Karl May birth house in the town of
Hohenstein-Ernstthal, Saxony, to
celebrate his 150th birthday. The
German postal service will issue a
special commemorative stamp in his
honor, a statue will be unveiled at
the church where he was baptized,
and the city fathers will proclaim
Hohenstein-Ernstthal, *“The . Karl-
May-City"! The general celebration
has certainly been heightencd by the
reunification of Germany.

It has also been inadvertently
helped by President Bush, who an-
nounced that this year, 1992, would
be the “Year of the Native Ameri-
cans.” And in German, *Native

American' translates as Winnetou ...
and Karl May.

Happy Birthday, Y'all!

Karl May

Der Geist

des Llano estakado

FROM GERMANY-At left is a book cov-
er of the Dutch version of Karl May's German nov-

cl, ““The Spirit of the Llano Estacado.”

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Meredith McClain is Asso-
ciate Professor of German at Texas Tech University,
‘. where she has taught since 1976. She earned M.A. and
Ph.D degrees in German at the University of Texas in
Austin. As Director of the Southwest Center for Ger-
man Studies at Texas Tech, she has delivered numer-
ous research papers documenting the German heri-
tage of the Texas Panhandle Plains and has published
in that area. She has represented the Lubbock area on
several occasions in Germany.)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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GERMANS VISIT THE LI.ANO ESTACADO
By Marlene Lucas

Dr. Rolf Dencker, director of the Goethe Institute in Houston, scouted ocut the Llano
Estacado during the annual National Cowboy Symposium and Celebration in Lubbock on May 28-
31.

Through the symposium, Dr. Dencker met working cowboys, heard the words of cowboy
poets and tasted cowboy grub prepared by chuck wagon cooks. His visit brought him to Casa
del Sol, a house built in Blanco Canyon, first settled by a German named Heinrich Schmitt.
Casa del Sol is owned by a granddaughter of Schmitt, who had Americanized his name to Hank
Smith.

Lubbock Mayor David Langston welcomed Dr. Dencker and Dr. Ulrich Sacker, director of
the Goethe Institute in San Francisco, by making them honorary citizens of Lubbock.

Dr. Sacker is coordinating the visit of German Indian clubs to San Francisco and the
Llano Estacado for the celehbration of National American Indian Heritage Month, November
1992. The Germans alsoc will participate in a symposium in San Francisco on the topiec of
"The European View of the North American Indian"” in October and November.

Dr. Sacker spoke during the cowboy symposium in Lubbock and presented Germany s view
of the Llano Estacado Indians and cowboys through a brief showing of a Winnetou movie,
based on the character created by Karl May, Germany s premier Western writer. Dr. Sacker
is arranging for several Winnetou movies to he dubbed with English so that they may be
featured in a film festival in San Francisco and then Lubbock in October.

Dr. Meredith McClain, an associate professor of German at Texas Tech University, has
been active in spreading the word about the German-West Texas connection. She has spoken
with several groups in Lubbock and showed slides of Lubbock, Germany, a cowboy club. She
also has published a half-page article explaining the connection in the Lubbock Avalanche-
Journal in conjunction with Karl May s birthday in March.

May s birthday was celebrated in grand style by Dr. McClain and Germans in the
Lubbock area with the opening and enjoyment of two bottles of Karl May wine, bottled in
Germany and presented to Dr. McClain at the 11th Congress of the Karl May Society in
September 1991 in Wiesbaden, Germany.

b ]

i.%, :,;’f

HONORARY CITIZENS OF LUBBOCK -- Dr. Rolf Dencker, center, director of the
Goethe Institute in Houston, and Dr. Ulrich Sacker, right, director of the
Goethe Institute in San Francisco, and his wife, Christine, recently wvisited
Lubbock in the heart of the Llano Estacado. They were greeted by Dr. Meredith
McClain, left, associate professor of German at Texas Tech University, and
Mayor David Langston, who made them honorary citizens of Lubbock.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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Germans tzl—ke*game of Cowboys and Indians seriously

Western trade

Scott Nickell, a cowboy artist
from Fort Worth, works onasculp-
fure during the recent National

Cowboy Symposium heid at Tech.

. HE
na Usevensty Daay Srevaw Law

This was the fourth year for the
symposium, which ran through
Sunday and attracted particpants
from across the country.

Deficit threatens U.S. power,
ex-West German leader says

by LEN HAYWARD
HE University Day

Many Americans played Cowboy
and Indians as children, but Germans
have taken the game one step further.

People in Germany and throughout
Europe have created cowboy and Tn-
dian clubs that they take very seri-
ously. This was the focus of the one of
the sessions at the fourth annual Na-
tional Cowboy Symposium and Cel-
cbration on the Tech campus this past
weekend.

Dr. Ulrich Sacker, director of the
Goethe Institute in San Francisco,
spoke on Germany s connection to the
American cowboy. The Goethe Insti-
tute has 10 campuses in the United
States for the study of German culture
around the world and gives access to
German culture and language.

Sacker described the primary rea-
son many Europeans, Germans espe-
cially, are interested in the American
West is the popularity of books writ-
ten by Karl May. May is one of the best
known fiction writers in Germany and
the sale of his books is second only to
the Bible.

1 think there are two types of Ger-
mans: the settlers who helped settle
the West and the ones whao never left
Germany but loved the cowboys and
the Indians,” Sacker said. “But the
19th century author Karl May wrote
about 30 novels about cowboys and
Indians. He got a lot of his information

from libraries and virtually every adult
and child has read his books. He has
influenced all of us.”

Sackerexplained that May wasbom
n the castern part of Germany. and he
had never been to the United States.

“His novels were read by the Impe-
rial Germans. the Nazis, but the com-
munists banned his novels because the
Nazis used it as propaganda,” Sacker
said.

Sacker said Hitler read May s nov-
els and even had a chance to hear him
read his books. when Hitler was
younger. The communists removed
the ban of May's books in the latter
days of East Germany. with the last
chancellor before German
reunification bringing them back.

May created two characters in his
novels to which many Germans relate,
Winnetou and Old Shatterhand.
Winnetou was an Apache indian chief,
and Old Shatterhand was his friend.

“*Most of us (Germans) think of the
Indians as the noble savage because
they have not been spoiled by civiliza-
tion and things such as that,” Sacker
said. “I think Cowboys know best be-
cause they have the same love of na-
ture and the land that the Indians have,
they are closely related.”

May wrote a novel called “The
Pride of the Llano Estacado.” which
talked about Winnetou's adventures
in this area.

May told of mountainson the Llano
Estacado in his books and many Euro-

peans who come to the area are sur-
prised to see the mountains not there.

*I think it is an escape for many
people to read his (May’s) novels.”
Sacker said, “Germany did not have
very many colonies at the time he was
writing and there was sort of a need to
find out about exotic places. And Karl
May romanticized the Indians.”

Sucker said May came to the United
States after he had written his novels.
Movies were made about his books.
but Sacker said they were not allowed
to film them on location in the United
States.

“In the mid-"60x they made movies
of his books in Yugoslavia. because
they could not come to America.”
Sacker said.

May was a popular figure when he
was alive, because he would goaround
signing his books as Old Shatterhand.
Sacker said, adding that there are more
than 300 cowboy clubs in Germany,
including one named the Lubbock
Cowboy Club just outside of Cologne.
He also said that many people arc
interested in African tribes and he says
some even dress like Huns.

Sacker said Germans are thorough
in their fun with the cowbaoy and Indi-
ans and spend what amounts to thou-
sands of dollars on the authentic dress.

A muscum outside of May’s home
in Eastern Germany has many arti-
facts from the American Indian, and
many artifacts that Sacker says can’t
be found even in the United States.

San Antonio Express-News
By Wison W.
Express-News Miltory Wiiter

The United States will not be

able to maintain its position as the
world’s leading superpower If it
does not begin reducing its enor-
mous deficit, former Wesl German
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt said in
a recent speech at Trinity Univer-
sity.
“It's a dangerous situation,”
Schmidt said of U.S. economic
weaknesses and the inabllity to fi-
nance both defense and such social
necessities as schools and health
care.

“And If it continues for a dec-
ade, it will threaten U.S. leader-
ship in the world,” said Schmidt.
He was at Trinity on Tuesday as
part of the university's Distin-
guished Lecture Series.

the world after Cold War,
Schmidt warned that turmoil in the
wake of the breakup of the Soviet
Union can be expected to continue
for at least another generation.

Mhursday, April 30, 1992  The breakup of the former So-

6 ‘ The idea that
we can collect a
peace dividend right
now is bizarre. , g

- Helmut Schmidt,
ex-West German chancellor

The cost of overcoming that tur-
moil has not been.fully realized,
Schmidt said. “The ideg that we
can collect a peace dividend right
now is bizarre," he said.

Schmidt headed the West Ger-
man government from 1974 to 1982
during the Cold War, when the
Federal blic of Germany and
the United States formed the heart
of NATO forces In Western Eu-

iie:1s pablisher: of. the: German
weekly “Die Zeil" and has written
several books on international rela-
tions.

viet Union is having an im
every region of the worl
Asia and Africa to E 7
Middle East, Latin America and
the United States, Schmidt said.

Europeans in particular are joy-
ful over the end of Communist dic-
l.att(){shjps in Eastern Europe, he
sai

“But now, instead of the Cold
War, we have a host of problems to
solve,” Schmidt said.

Three basic principles of inter-
national relations must be ob-
served in the world today, Schmidt
said, including a return to the con-
cept of a balance of political and
military power among nations.

The post-war principle of eco-
nomic, monetary and financial co-
operation has weakened since the

letnam War and must be re-
stored, said Schmidt, an econo-

mist.
Finally, he said, Third World na-
tions must work to control their
tion growth while developed
nal must work to reduce their

ct on
from
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Helmut Schmidt called U.S. eco-
nomic weaknesses a '‘dangerous
situation.’

overuse of energy resources.

On Saturday, German Federal
President Richard von Welzsacker
and his wife will be in San Antonio
for the
nual singing festival of the San An-
tonio Liedercranz.

Weizsacker’s visit is part of a
six-day tour of the United States at
the invitation of President Bush.

ning banquet of the an-
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KULTURNACHRICHTEN
Institut fiir deutsche Sprache:
Englisch in der Oberschicht,
Deutsch als Alltagssprache?
orallem in den ehemals kom- aus St. Petersburg erwédhnte in
munistischen Staaten Ost- seinem Konferenzbeitrag die lange
und Siidosteuropas steigt die Tradition der deutschen Sprache in
Nachfrage nach Deutschunterricht. Rufland. Heute werde an 30.000
Dies wurde auf der Jahrestagung der34.000 russischen Mittelschulen

des Instituts fiir deutsche Sprache
bekannt, an der etwa 450 Sprach-
wissenschaftler aus aller Welt teil-
nahmen und die am 26. Mirz in
Mannheim zu Ende ging.

t vor allem durch den
politischen Wandel und die Wan-
derungsbewegungen, gehe die
Tendenz in Europa zur Mehrspra-
chigkeit, sagte der Prasident des In-
stituts, der Bochumer Professor
Siegfried Grosse. Die Folgen dieser
Tendenz fiar Schulen, Hochschulen,
Kultur und Administrationen seien
noch nicht absehbar.

Englisch sei nach wie vor die be-
deutendste Verkehrssprache in
Buropa, erlduterte Professor Ulrich
Ammon (Duisburg). Die Nachfrage
nach Deutschunterricht liege in
Westeuropa weit hinter der nach
Englisch; auch Franzbsisch sei
stiarker gefragt als Deutsch. In Ost-
europa werde Deutsch jedoch fast
so oft gelernt wie Englisch.

Zur Bedeutung der deutschen
Sprache in den Staaten Ost-Mittel-
europas stellte Csaba Foldes aus
Budapest fest, selbst die 40 Jahre
lang verordnete Dominanz der rus-
sischen Sprache habe die Bedeu-
tung der deutschen Sprache in
diesen Lindern nicht schwéchen
konnen. Zwar Gbernehme in der
Oberschicht Englisch die Rolle der
fiihrenden Fremdsprache, aber
Deutsch gewinne wieder die Funk-
tion einer regionalen Verstindi-
gungssprache im Alltag.

Professor Anatolij Domaschnew

Deutsche lesen mehr

twa 250 Millionen Biicher liechen

sich die Deutschen im vergange-
nen Jahr aus den etwa 4.500 6ffentli-
chen Bibliotheken. 1990 waren es nur
210Millionen gewesen. Diese Zahlen
teilte die Vorsitzende des Verbandes
der Bibliothekare, Birgit Dankert,am
28. Mai bei der Jahrestagung in Essen
mit.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society

wieder Deutsch unterrichtet. Er
selbst habe allerdings den Ein-
druck, viele Deutsche seien dabel,
im Ausland jhre eigene Sprache zu-
gunsten der englischen aufzuge-

ben.

Germans, East and West,
Made More Visits to
Libraries in 1991

eeting at a conference in

Essen  (North  Rhine-
Westphalia) late last week, the As-
sociation of Public Library
Librarians and the German Library
Federation announced that Ger-
mans have become more en-
thusiastic readers (leselustig). Ac-
cording to their figures, library
patrons borrowed 250 million
books and other materials last year,
up from 210 million in 1990.

A speaker said that data from
1991 indicated that about half of the
library members in eastern Ger-
many had stopped using the
facilities, but their numbers appear
to be growing again. About 50 per-
cent of the holdings of these
libraries have been changed, the
speaker noted, adding that are be-
tween 1,200 and 1,500 libraries in
the five new states and about 3,000
such facilities in western Germany.

Auch in den neuen Bundeslin-
dern, wo den éffentlichen Leihbii-
chereien im vergangenen Jahr die
Hilfte der Leser verlorengegangen
war, stellt der Verband in diesem
Jahr wieder steigende Leserzahlen
fest, nachdem die Hilfte der aus
DDR-Zeiten iibernommenen Bii-
cherbestinde ausgewechselt
worden sei.

An International “Ja” to
German: Demand for
Instruction Rises

ccording to the 500 interna-
tional participants at the

recent annual meeting of the In-
stitute for German Language (In-
stitut fir deutsche Sprache or 1dS) in
Mannheim (Baden-Wirttemberg),
the demand for Germaninstruction
abroad is rising. A spokesperson
for the IdS noted at the meeting,
which this year focused on the use
of German in Europe as a language
of commerce and negotiation, that
interest is particularly high in east-
ern and southeastern Europe.

Siegfried Grosse, president of
the IdS, predicted that “multilin-
gualism will spread through
Europe.” He said that a “polyglot
dialogue,” in which interlocutors
each speak their mother tongue, but
can understand each other’s lan-
fhui:ge as well, will increase and that

could lead toas of
German as a worklngmu‘elangumn%ge
within the European Community.

Professor Ulrich Ammon from
Duisburg (North Rhine-
Westphalia) said that although
English is “the most important lan-
guage of commerce western
Bumre today,” there are more
people who speak German as their
mother tongue. An investigation
by the University of Duisburg into
the importance of German in the
economic sector showed that in
parts of eastern Europe, the
demand for German instruction
was as high as that for English. In
western Europe, however, the
demand is much less than for
English, and somewhat less than for
French.

German-American Joint
Venture in Space
Technology Founded

he German company Mes-

serschmitt-Bolkow-Blohm, a
subsidiary of Deutsche Aerospace
AG, and the Atlantic Research
Corp. have established a joint ven-
ture with equal participation,
Deutsche Aerospace reported
Monday (March 23) in Munich.
The new company, with the name
ARC/MBB, is to develop a liquid
fuel propulsion system for the
final stage of the Pegasus rocket,
with which small satellites are to
be shot into orbit, the statement
noted.
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German president cuts ribbon for new park

154

By James Coburn

Expeess-News Staff Writer [? K

German President Richard von
Weizsaecker dedicated the Ger-
man Heritage Park in HemisFair
Park on Saturday, saying he hoged
it would help keep the Alamo City
;Itn: top tourist destination in the

te.

He was welcomed to the park
about 6 pm. by the San Antonio
Liederkranz, an 80-member Ger-
man singing association that

T Sunday, May 3, 1992

Europe, for other reasons but for
various connotations of the same
problems, had learned to over-
come tensions in a non-violent
way. .

The president said that Friday,
he went through the Martin Luther
King Center in Atlanta, where the
message was tolerance and non-vi-
olence.

Referring to the situation in Los
Angeles, he said, “I think those ter-
rible sufferings and misjudgments
may open our eyes to get closer to-

- gether. And I think that is, in all its
suffering, a positive message com-
ing out of those hours.”

Weizsaecker, 72, came to San
Antonio from Houston, where he
gave the commencement address
to than 1,000 graduating Rice Uni-
versity students. After a dinner at-
tended by Gov. Ann Richards on
Saturday night at the Plaza San
Antonio Hotel, he returned to
Houston for more activities there.

Before dedicating the German
Herit:ig Park, Welzsaecker and
his wife, Marianne, were given a
tour of the Alamo by Betty Burr,
president general of the Daughters
of the Republic of Texas, and Mar-
jorie Hardy, Alamo Committee
chairwoman.

Also touring with the German
president was Mayor Nelson Wolff
and his wife, Tracy, and City Coun-
cilwoman Yolanda Vera.

The group then toured the Uni-
versity of Texas Institute of Texan
Cultures in HemisFair Park.

Wolff, speaking for a reception
at the institute, said San Antonio
| was a city with a rich German her-
| itage, as Germans immigrated
1 here starting in 1831.

. The mayor said his German an-
cestors came to Pflugerville in 1858
before members of his family

backed the three-year effort to
build the park. ~

The men's choral group was
founded here in 1897

“I've come to celebrate with you
the 100th anniversary of German
cultural activity in this region, and
at the same time to witness the be-
ginning of a Hving German heri-
tage kept for posterity in this
lovely park,” Weizsaecker told the
crowd of about 200 people.

After the ceremony, Weizsaec-

ker was asked during a brief news
conference about his thoughts on
the rioting in Los Angeles that fol-
lowed the acquittal of four white
policemen in the beating of black
motorist Rodney King. The presi-
dent of the newly united Federal
Republic of Germany said:

“I think we all have to struggle
with tension coming out of social
injustice. We always have to find
our way back to a non-violent and

tolerant way to get (along) to-
gether.
“And what impresses me is how
the American people — and
cially the peoi)le in Los Angeles
themselves — find a way from the
various racial uuggoups to come to-
gether and b up and do away
with the damage that has been
ggnemmelast ours and the last
g
eizsaecker said the people of

San Antonio Express-News

PHOTO BY KEVIN GEL

Richard von Weizsaecker (left), president of the Federal Republic of
Germany, greets members of the Daughters of the Republic of
Texas Saturday during a tour of the Alamo.

moved to San Antonio in the 1930s.

Weizsaecker told the reception
that Germans viewed Texas as the
embodiment of America’s many
cultures.

The group traveled by VIA
streetcars the short distance to the
German Heritage Park, located in-
side HemisFair Park’'s west en-
trance.

In dedicating the park, Weiz-
saecker said:

| 8 Continents Represfgfted
At Texas Wendish Society

A very unique opportunity to visit
with Wends from three continents at
once will be given to members and
visitors allending the meeting of the
Texas Wendish Heritage Socicty at
Serbin on Sunday, May 17. This
meeting will begin at 2 p.m. and will
be held at St, Paul Lutheran Church
to accommodate the large crowd ex-
pected. Members are asked to please
bring either sandwiches or sweets for
refreshments.

Benno and Beverly Gatzke of Mel-
bourne, Australia, will be arriving for

a Visit with Amold and Evelyn
Kasper on Saturday, May 9, and plan
to visit in this area until May 18.

A delegation of cight people from
Sprecwitz, (originally part of East
Germany) Pastor and Mrs. Homich
and their daughter, Esther, Johannes
Grosa, Dieter and Waltraud
Kretzschmar, and Wilfried and Elke
Jensch, will arrive in Houston early

next week. Dr. Joseph Wilson ol
Houston and Winchester will meet
the group at the air port. After a visit
with friends in Houston, they will be
brought to the Wendish Muscum at
Serbin where local hosts will pick
them up on May 14 to visit until May
17. Local hosts and hostesses will be
Jack and Marian Wiederhold, Milton
and Edna Kasper, Leroy and Elinor
Steglich, Rev. Robert and Georgic
Boyce, and Milton and Esther Pam-
pell. Members of the Wendish
Society will take the group to Austin
after the meeting, and after a visit in
Austin will take them to San An-
tonio. The San Antonio group will
then bring them back to Serbin for
the annual homecoming church pic-
nic where the Houston members will
pick them up for their return flight
from Houston.

“It gives me deep satisfaction to
witness this German-Texan pri-
vate initiative, born out of and
backed by the venerable German
singing association, San Antonio
Liederkranz. ;

“I hope that the additional at-
traction of the German Heritage
Park will help to keep San Antonio
as No. 1 among the places most
visited in Texas.”

Serving the committee o plan this
agenda with George Boerger of
Houston, were Dr. Charles Wukasch
of Austin and Evelyn Kasper of War-
da.

———_
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Old Round Top
School Reunion

Ex-students of the Old Round Top
Schools held their annual reunion
May 2, in the Bethlehem Lutheran
Church Educational Building with 97
ex-students and guests attending.
Mayor Dave Nagel welcomed
everyone to Round Top.

Ex-student Kellie Brau from Irving
traveled farthest. The oldest ex-
student was Dr. Arthur Wiederan-
ders, 90, youngest was Johnelle
Graeter Minzenmeyer. The couple
married longest was Mr. and Mrs.
Vernon Wolle, 61 years, The Alfred
Levien family had four ex-students
attending, the largest number from
one family.

Lunch was enjoyed and a business
meeting followed with Edgar Fricke,
president, in charge. Mrs. Frieda
Schiege Franke served as emcce.
Former teachers were introduced and
shared memories and experiences.
Officers were re-clected as follows:
Edgar Fricke, president; Eugene
Menking, vice-president; Georgia
Tubbs, secretary-treasurer.

Door prizes were won by Faye
Korf Keilers, Frieda Schiege Franke,
and Evelyn Kneip Boenig.

Counterfeiter Has
Wealth of Problems

A noise-sensitive  money
counterfeiter in Hamburg
recently got himself into real
trouble. Bothered by loud neigh-
bors, he called the police to com-
lain; when they arrived, they
ﬁeard the report of a gun inside.
The man stated that he’d fired a
shot because he was unable to
stand the noise any longer. Suspi-
cious, the police made a search of
his premises, where they dis-
covered a photocopying machine,
along with half a million DM in
hand-tinted counterfeit bills.

The man insisted that he just
wanted to see "what it’s like to be
rich for once in my life," but the
authorities were skeptical, since
two of his bills had been found in
circulation.
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bach: a tale of Germans, Texans

and the art of conducting

156

attle of the'

Barons

weeken

Carl St. Clair and Egich Leins-
dorf. Our maestro’s return in
EIDI."V gﬂ\'c us (hE chancc to scru-
tinize, by way of comparison,
the elements that make up his
sound. What is it, then, that

makes Eschenbach different from all the :

others?

A recent Wall Streer Journal article,
musing on the new incursion of German- :
born and trained conducrors into our :
nation’s music life, asked whether Ameri- *
cans are now ready for “a spell of old- :
fashioned German seriousness.” Can :
Eschcnbach's art be explained in terms of

is nationality? [s there not subtle racism i
in the norioyn that German musicians TQUtonlc
b}:eathc some rarefied air, that somehow
the artistic fire is “in their blood™? The : i
answer is to be found not in nature but in : seriousness IS
nurture: like other Germans of the first :
post-war generation, Eschenbach grew
up in an environment in which substan-
tial elements of the great performing tra- *

: .
ously damaged by the “brain drain” of : a planyI pOIISh
Germany's darkest decade — remained :

- that reflects

no less than the great Wilhelm Furtwin-

5 post-war West

heart, placing his own perfectionist :
stamp upon it. And that’s what makes his :
art.unique. The Teutonic seriousness, if :
you will, is tempered with a playful pol- :
ish that reflects in part the rigorous yet :
.
West Germany. This mixture of old and :
new came through in his rendering of :
Prokofiev's Fifth Symphony last Satur- :
day: it had the pacing and style of a Her- :
bert von Karajan, the cerebral charm and
crudity of a Furtwingler, and yet there :
was something modern and even show- :

dition of the 19th century — though seri-
intact. As a youth his conducting idol was

gler.
Eschenbach took the tradition to

confused, eclectic culture of post-war

UST WHAT IS :
it that Christoph :
Eschenbach’s got? :
The press has called :
him everything from :
“a master craftsman” :
to “a member of an :
endangered species™ :
to “the first conduc- *
tor since Stokowski :
to set Houston on
fire.” The wiry little :
fellow with the imp- :
ish smile returned to :
the Houston Sym-
phonyci)odium this :
» “playing” . :

Jones Hall like a giant™ :
" bass fiddle in perfor- :
mances of Beethoven and of Prokofiev’s :
jolting-Fifth Symphony. While he was -
off on a seemingly endless tour absoad, :
we had been made to suffer two lacklus- :
ter concert sets under guest conductors -

* his

Eschenbach’s

tempered by

Germany.

bizzy about the splash of its huge fortis-
simos. The work’s first movement was
not all in place (perhaps because of the
mystifying tempo and direction buil
into it), but during the rest of the piece
Eschenbach brougﬁ't the HSO 1o a stun-

entering the “world-class” category.

Eschenbach and the orchestra :
sounded just right accompanying Brazil-
1an pianist José Feghali, oo, but in the ©
end their controlled performance of
Beethoven's Third Concerto didn't con-
vince 100 percent. Feghali is a splendid
musician: detailed, colorful, on the mark.
But his playing sounded more like a w:r]y

good “reading” than like the sort of rich

performance that results from intense |

study and thought.

ning new level of performance. Under
aton, the ensemble is on the verge of

Symphony
sets tour
of Europe

Eschenbach eager

to show orchestra

By CARL CUNNINGHAM
POST PERFORMING ARTS CRITIC

A European tour, which
has been the Houston Sym-
phony's fondest dream for a
quarter of a century, will fi-
nally come to pass this fall,
when music director Chris-
toph Eschenbach leads the or-
chestra on a three-week tour
of 12 cities in.Germany, Aus-
tria and Switzerland Nov. 17-
Dec. 8.

The tour includes perfor-
mances in some of the most
famous new and historic con-
cert halls in several European
music capitals — Berlin's
Philharmonie, Vienna's Mu-
sikverein, a pair of concerts
in Frankfurt’s Jahrhundert-
halle and Alte Oper, and Zu-
rich's Tonhalle where Esch-
enbach was conductor for
five years before coming to
Houston, .

In announcing the tour, the
German-born Eschenbach
said: “*In my four years here, |
have felt quite adjusted to the
American style of working
and the quick achievement of
goals which are set. To show
these achievements in a coun-
try where | was born means a
lot."

The $1.2 million tour will
be preceded by a concert in
New York's Avery Fisher
Hall Nov. 18. Then Luft-
hansa Airlines, a major tour
sponsor, will fly the 98 musi-
cians to Frankfurt, for several
concerts in Southern Germa-
ny: in Stuttgart Nov. 22, Mu-
nich Nov. 23, Nuremberg
Nov. 24 and back to Frank-
furt Nov, 25-26.

They will play three con-
certs in western Germany —
Bochum, Cologne-and Dues-
seldorf — Nov. 28-Dec I.
Then they will cover a larger
geographical triangle in the
northern and eastern sectors
of the nation: Hannover Dec.
2, Berlin Dec. 3 and Ham-

burg Dec. 4. E .

Most, if not all, of the travel within Germany will
be by motorcoach, but the orchestra will fly from
Hamburg to Zurich for a Dec. 6 concert, then on to
Vienna for the final Dec. 7 concert preceding the
orchestra’s return to Houston Dec. 8.

In all cities, the Houston Symphony will be scheq-
uled on major concert series, setting this orchestra’s
newly improved standard of playing against that of
major international touring orchestras and some very
famous orchestras that are resident in those cities.
“After all,” Eschenbach quipped, “the Vienna Phil-

. harmonic is not the worst orchestra in the world.”

| Pianist Tzimon Barto, one of the Houston Sym-
phony's most popular soloists, will be the soloist for
the New York program (making his professional de-
but there) and at least seven of the 12 European
concerts, playing either the Bartok Second Piano
Concerto or the Prokofiev Third Concerto. Programs
for the other five concerts have not been set.

~ ~kactra| repertoire will include several works
that have won Eschenbach special acclaim here:
Mabhler's Fifth Symphony, Dvorak’s Eighth Sympho-
ny and Tchaikovsky's Fourth Symphomy.

Eschenbach has also chosen a work by a historic
20th-century American composer, Charles Ives
Three Places in New England, 10 open several of the
concerts.

Commenting that European audiences are a little
bit skeptical about newer American music, Eschen-
bach said: “'1 thought it would be good for the first
tour to choose a beautiful but more or less standard
American piece.” ! )

Houston Symphony executive director David Wax
said the orchestra will earn about half the tour costs
— $500,000 to $600,000 — in fees from European
presenters. The rest will be made up with special
fund-raising locally. ) .

The tour, 18 months in the planning stages, is on¢
goal of the symphony’s ongoing $41 million capital
campaign, due 1o be completed by 1995. It follows
last summer's acclaimed two-week tour to Japan and
a shorter tour to Singapore in 1990.

e
first female
 Lutheran bishop

erman theologian Maria Jepsen,

47, became the first woman ever to
be elected a Lutheran bishop.

Electad bishop of Hamburg April 4
by the North Elbian Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Jepsen is
the equivalent of
an ELCA synod
bishop. The Ham-
burg district is one
of three in the
North Elbian Lu-

exists. But her
male opponent, the Rev. Helge Adolph-
sen, was one of her strongest support-
ers. One detractor, the Rev. Edgar Spir,
quoted Paul’s injunction in 1 Corinthians
14:34 for women 0 be silent in churches.
Another had wamed that the election of
a woman would damage “the worthiness
of the office” |

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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‘Frau Greenpeace’

storms

A year ago there was something of a
Fevolution In the old gray palace that
serves as the Ministry of in
Germany's Niedersachsen province.
When the Social Democrats won the pro-
vincial election, it spelled the end for
Werner Remmers.

He was a conservative minister of the
traditional sott: male, 60 years old, a
close friend of one of the country’s most
important industrial leaders, and

environmental activists.

Sitting in Remmers’ place now Is his
opposite in every way: Monika Griefahn.
In Germany, she was so strongly identi-
fied with Greenpeace that she was chris-
tened “Frau Greenpeace” in newspaper
headlines. She is 36, with masses of dark,
frizzy hair, an open, brown-eyed gaze and
lively gestures. She drapes herself in
bﬂggt, gauzy dresses. In her new sur-,
roundings she is as foreign as a tropical
butterfly.

Many employees shocked
Griefahn's arrival at the Ministry of
En“ronment in Hannover shocked man;
of the ministry’s employees. The i
;ms now Mredm ttgedmhmeir work
groups. Unl n each manager,
most of them men, had his own area of
expertise, strictly based on training and
position. Han‘zhgpen]y showed their dis-
w was she to give orders

“Oh, they'll get used to it," Griefahn

Friday, Februnry 21, 1992 THE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD

'8rd Successful Elderhostel LT

Menday, March 16, 1992

the palace

Express-News ——
a-rgemy' as she seats herself in her

chair. The furniture is light and
solid, of Scandinavian ign. On

birds and ;
bowl of fruit stands on the table. The
g)mislaxgeandairy.wlmhjghwln-

WS.

Former Greenpeace collea| de-
scribe Griefahn as strong compe-
tent. She joined Greenpeace in France in
1978. Two years later she and two other
Germans formed a chapter in Germany.
In 1983 she was elected to the board of di-
rectors of Greenpeace International. As
the 1980s drew to a close, Griefahn began
to think about her future. Should she
serve yet another year on the board of di-
rectors? She had already sat longer than
anyone else. What else could she do?

Just then Gerhard Schroder called.

The Social Democrats' strong man in
the Niedersachsen province and a Green-
?eace supporter, he needed a candidate

or environment minister for the upcom-
ing local election. Environmental ques-
tions were timely and Remmers was un-

. Schroder wanted Griefahn to
consider the job.

“Why not, I thought. It was a risk, but
one worth taking," Griefahn says with a
smile

Election results were extremely
close. The Social Democrats and the en-
vironmental party scraped together a

[PHOTO SFRCIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS

Monika Griefahn, minister of environment in Germany's Niedersachsen province, is
on a collision course with the nation's minister of the environment.

winning margin of less than 2 percent.
Many political observers said it was
Griefahn who helped the Social Demo-
crats win.

Before Germany's reunification,
Niedersachsen had a long border with
the former East Germany. Along the for-
mer East Bloc side there is a bend in the
landscape marking the site chosen in the

Herb Study Group
The second meeting of the Round

1970s as a convenient place for under-
und storage of spent nuclear fuel
ow construction Is full{ under way, but
Griefahn wants to stop it. The friends of
{.he environment who elected her expect
L

women are all injustices that
) one
looks — even though public officials often claim to

Top chapter of the Herb Stidy Group

Is Completed At Round Top

Friday morning, Feb. 14, Valen-
tine's Day, 40 members of the Round
Top Elderhostel received their
awards at the historical Bethlchem
Lutheran Church from Dr. Eloise
Norton, the hostess of the seminar
that featured the German migration in
Texas in the 1840s, ils food and the
decorative arts, its German language
and a demonstration of Victorian
Crazy Quilting.

Eleven members from the Houston
and Pasadena arca were joined by
members from Shiner, Waco, Col-
lege Station, Midland, and Austin; as
well as those from Ohio,
Washington, Michigan, Florida, New
York, Wisconsin, Wyoming and
California.

They were stitching on !Ll‘a;i!r
"Crazy Quilt Projeris” by Mrs.
Wrenyn? Hnmﬁﬁ‘;&eﬁ? Daphne
Garrett from w:ﬁa and Houston, 1o
Dorothy Rothermel from Camine
and Pasadena, Amn Lindermann from
Industry and to Leola K. Tiedt from
La Grange, giving them the [acis
about the above-mentioned subjects.

These lectures and demonstrations
take place at the Round Top Retreat,
operated by Mr. and Mrs. Nick Goad
and their daughter; and located about
a mile north of Festival Hill, a music
center near Round Top.

In addition to these lectures, tours
arc made to Henkel Square,
Winedale Historical Center, Wag-

ner's Woodworking and  Festival
Hill.

The Hostel group was privileged 1o
meet Madalene Hill and  Gwen
Barclay, who have published the
book Southern Herb Growing and
who were featured at an autograph
party by the Herb Study Group,
formed by Mary Reeves and Francis
Harris. This group plan to put in a
native-plant-and-herb-garden at
Winedale Historical Center.

Also displayed at Festival Hill was
the South Texas Herb Socicty's na-
tional exhibit on “Grossmutter
Eichlers Bauernhol™ that was shown
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, three years
ago. Tiedt had spoken on "My
Grandmother's German  Garden”,
which was the basis of this exhibit at
the moming session.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society

was held on Thursday, Feb. 13 a1 11
am. at Festival Hill. James Dick,
Founder of Festival Institute, wel

endorse. women's participation in all spheres of na-.
tional development. . e

Women continue to be agents as well as victims of

comed everyone. The meeting began
with the sharing of a covered dish
luncheon

Al the meeting. Gwen Barclay ex-
plained the benefits of having a chap-
ter of Herb Society of America in
Round Top. Her comments were fol-
lowed by a question and answer ses-
sion. Leols Tiedt of La Grange
described the 1LS.A. exhibit at Gros-
smutter’s Bamhaul in Carmine.

The Elderhostel Group, which was
spending the week in the area, joined
the herb group for a tour of Festival
Hill's grounds, the herb garden at the
Menke House and the various build-
ings. They also attended the book
autographing.

Ihe book avtography featured
Southern Herb Growing by
Madaline Hill and Gwen Barclay.
Bolh were present. Proceeds were
given to the new herb group to help
fund some of their. planned projeets.
Magalene and Cwen were at the
event and provided cheese rolls with
herbs and packets of dry herbs as
favors. People atiending were from
Round Top, Canmine, Indusiry, Cat
Springs, Navasota, Fayetieville, La
Grange and New Ulm - and the El-
derhosicls who were from various
pants of the United States

be tnvited into politics and decision-
esses; they must get involved and ensure that the des-
tiny of the planet is also in their hands.

proc-

Women and all people in general will not be given
their rights on a silver plate. ymustﬁghuor%em
and eliminate dictatorships in all forms, unjust and
undemocratic governance that is responsible
for injustices against women, verty,

- wars, overexploitation of the resource base,
threats of climate change and marginal-
: of entire communities and regions. :

- " Individually we can all mske 2 ditference wherever
7-we are. Collectively we initiate a revaintion” Nathing
soMMS s we Notking will soprooer 2 57750
L vt o G e
. -a ]

. fonal.Gauneil of Miiw
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. (Germany trip tests ways .
remmae t0 master language barrier

MUNICH — For all 1 knew,
which wasn’t very much, the word
“Stadtmitte” that appeared on
signs along the road on the out-
skirts of Munich, could have trans-
lated into English as the name of a
street, or a new brand of underarm
deodorant.

All I wanted was to get to my
hotel in the town center, and I was
sitting there in morning rush-hour
traffic on a congested street called
Garmischerstrasse that was not on
the map supplied by the car-rental
company. I may not have known
where I was, exactly, but I knew
that 1 was only getting farther
away from where I wanted to be.

It was only later, after I had
stumbled onto a street that led to
my hotel, that a cabby who spoke
English informed me that
“Stadtmitte” does, indeed, trans-
late as “city center.”

Such is the risk in traveling stu-
pid, linguistically at least.

It’s a common problem for for-
eign travelers from the United
States, where the ability to speak
another language is valued about
as highly as the mastery of
cricket. :

I knew from the time the assign-
ment to travel through Germany
was made that I would face a com-
munication challenge. My German
consisted of little more than “Ich
Bin Ein Berliner” and “Der Volks-
wagen has der fahrvergnugen.”

In previous trips to Europe —
mostly during my college days —
I had always been able to commu-
nicate adequately, albeit through
modified charades and strategic
pointing. .

Anyway, on this trip, 1 decided
to see how well I could do using my
g‘ottfl and chutzpah. It took all of

I had learned through past expe-
rience that phrase books and Ger-
man-English dictionaries are help-
ful, but only to an extent. For in-
stance, they’re useful when order-
ing in restaurants — I might have
been able to figure out that
rauchlachsstreifen is salmon —
and for composing the most basic
yes-or-no questions.

But, you soon realize that while
the phrase books help you ask the
question, they’re not much use is
helping you decipher the rapid-fire
response. It's fine to be able to ask,
“Wo ist den flughafen?” (Where is
the airport?), but then you're faced
with a flurty of instructions telling
you the finer points of avoiding the
traffic and finding a choice parking
space. .

I also soon learned that while EXPRESS-NEWS, San Antonio, July 29, 1990+

it's true many Germans speak
quite adequate English, most of
them don't really want to.

Even in places where you would
assume English fluency is benefi-
cial — hotel reception desks,
rental-car agencies, large banks
doing a big trade in converting
traveler's checks — the employ-
ees' faces revealed an unmistaka-
ble glance of dismay every time
they were confronted with a visitor

g English.

Of course, I could have avoided

the communication challenge by.

hooking up with an English-lan-
guage tour, staying in the German
branch of an American hotel chain
and ealing in American restau-
rants. Even little (although heavily
touristed) Garmisch-Parten-
kirchen boasts its own Holiday Inn,
McDonald’s and Pizza Hut, and Big
Mac is part of the international vo-
cabulary. :

If I wanted that kind of experi-
ence, though, I could have saved a
lot of money and just gone to a Der
Wienerschnitzel fast-food place at
home.

Instead, I devised some gener-
ally useful survival techniques.
Some of them even work.

e GETTING A TASTE :OF
HOW THE LOCALS LIVE: The
trick is to go to places that are nei-
ther so touristy nor so far from the
center of town that no one will

" know how to speak English.

In Munich, tourists of all nation-
alities congregate in Marienplatz,
the square in front of the Rathaus
(town hall), where at 11 a.m., noon
and 5 p.m. each day, the carved
figures in the Rathaus tower come
to life to the accompaniment of
glockenspiel music. There are a
number of . OK restaurants there,
but you're more likely to bump into
a pal from your hometown than
any Germans.

Just a couple of blocks south,
you’ll find the irresistible
Viktualienmarkt, a large open-air
market crowded with merchants
selling fruits, vegetables, cheese,
bread and meat, as well as the
obligatory beer and wurst. This
colorful, lively market (and there
are similar open-air markets in
many German towns large and
small) not only gives tourists a
look at real Germans going about
their lives, it also offers a pressure-
free way to learn the German
words for some familiar food
items.

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society

® ORDERING IN A RESTAU-
RANT: One technique that usually
yielded satisfactory results was or-
dering dishes that had the town's
name¢ mentioned. In Cologne
(which Germans call Koln), 1 or-
dered a dish called something like
“Kolnischerwurst.” 1 wasn’'t sure
what it was, other than it would be

some sort of sausage. It turned out

1o be.a mixed-meats piate that
wasn't at all what I was in the
mood for, but which turned out to
be pretty tasty.

® FINDING SOMEONE WHO
SPEAKS ENGLISH: If the hotel
clerks and waiters are reluctant to
speak English, imagine what peo-
ple who don't specifically work in
the tourist trade think of it.

When venturing into the Munich
subway, called the U-Bahn, I was
met with numerous boards full of
instructions and what appeared to
be an automatic ticket machine —
nothing that a German-language il-
literate like me could decipher. Ap-
proaching the one human who
seemed to be working there, 1
asked in my most pleading and pa-
thetic German, “Sprechen sie Eng-
lish?” He looked up disdainfully
and responded, “Sprechen sie
deutch?” and returned to his book.

Looking around at the people
hustling through, I tried to find
someone who might be able to
speak English. Finally, I decided to
try a couple of 18-ish girls, figuring
they probably studied the language
in the not-too-distant past. Sure
enough, their English was halting
but more than adequate.

Subsequently, I found I had my
best luck with younger people, al-
though I stayed away from the

ones wearing army boots and
sporting rainbow-colored mohawk
haircuts.

The best advice for any traveler
facing a language barrier is to be
polite and to develop a thick skin.
Few things guarantee a grumpy
response more than a loud, pushy,
obnoxious tourist, while someone
displaying good manners fre-
quently gets the benefit of the
doubt. And, if you don’t get help
from the first person you ask, don't
be discouraged — chances are
someone will be willing to help
you.

'



Austrian Information, ,

VIENNA’S MONUMENT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

A solemn ceremony held on Friday, June 21,
1991, marked the completion of Vienna's con-
troversial political Monument against War and
Fascism. The unveiling of the last two-ton mar-
ble relief of Alfred Hrdlicka's memorial dedicat-
ed to the victims of the Holocaust completed an
extensive iconographic program portraying his-
toric events from 1938 to 1945. Most of the mul-
ti-media sculpture ensemble had been erected
three years earlier, on November 25, 1988, to
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of Aus-
tria's annexation by Nazi Germany, the An-
schluss.

Political monuments, vivid reminders of Vien-
na's illustrious past and its more modest present,
comprise an integral part of the old Austrian cap-
ital. Its most recent addition was built on a 1945
air-raid site of a building, where many of the vic-
tims are buried forever under the rubble. To
avoid the desecration of their resting place by a
parking garage, this location was chosen for the
memorial which spreads over a whole city block.
The terrain is unencumbered by fences, letting
people relive history by walking within its pa-
rameter. The artist calls this travel through time
“ein begehbares Monument” (a monument invit-
ing interaction from the viewer).

The front of the gigantic stone configuration is
marked by a towering arch: “Gateway to the
Forces of Power” (Tor der Gewalt). It displays
on the left the “Stairway to Death” (Todes-
stiege). Concentration camps’ victims appear
like shadows in their emaciated bodies before a
brutal guard figure. The high relief on the
right—the last addition—represents an artistic
statement on senseless death in wartime visualiz-
ing its chaos and horrors: Two heads are juxta-
posed, a dead soldier with the steel helmet and
that of a child just given birth by its mother. All
figures remain anonymous. Further back, stand-
ing alone, appears a single block “Orpheus in the
Underworld” (Orpheus in der Unterwelt). A fig-
ure of a striding man, half submerged in webs,
symbolizes Austria’s resistance groups. The
monument's focal point is the menhir-like rock,
“Stone of the Republic” (Stein der Republik)
which displays the opening words of Austria’s
1945 Constitution. The memorial is further en-
riched by a bronze sculpture, the figure of a
crouching Jew shown in the process of cleaning
streets, a demeaning task which had been as-
signed to many unfortunate victims of this race
when the Nazis marched into Austria.

Some controversies about The Monument
against War and Fascism concerned its site. It
has been suggested that this modern work of art
should not be placed so close to the Opera but

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 2 (Summer)

by Christine M. Boeckl

rather on a less public, and by the same token
more appropriate spot: the former Gestapo Head-
quarters outside the inner city. The disapproval
also pertained to the artist, who was unpopular
with some Austrians because of his communist
affiliation. Other critics might have objected to
the local sculptor because they were unaware that
Hrdlicka had distinguished himself already as in-
ternational designer of war memorials. Additional
objections were of aesthetic nature. It is true that
the monument lacks clarity in design and artistic
refinement and is problematic in its use of materi-
al and scale. These faults are in part the result of
being a rush job because the commissioners want-
ed to avoid further changes to the site-specific de-
sign and because a memorial of this magnitude is
a big order for any artist in any period.

Some of the justifiable criticism was that the
granite quarried in the Concentration Camp of
Mauthausen clashes—albeit consciously—with
the Carrara marble reliefs which are placed on top
of the unfinished boulders. The upper portions of
the combine sculptures recall the refined style of
the late thirties, making the viewer aware of the
dreadful change in fate in store for the victims in
whose memory the monument was raised. Other
objections maintained that the life-size, prostrate
bronze figure is dwarfed by the surrounding rocks
and therefore appears insignificant in the monu-
mentally conceived work. (I believe this is due in
part to the evolution of the project which evolved

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society

le1

from a more realistic design stage prior to the
determination of the grandiose scale of the
whole scheme). Moreover, people were afraid of
antisemitic sentiments to be expressed to a fig-
ure so accessible to the public. Still, the voiced
concern of vandalism seemed in part unfounded,
because the only deferential treatment the man
received came from tourists who, oblivious of
the sculpture’s meaning, rested their weary bod-
ies on his back. Then, one person who felt that
the figure needed to be visually more significant
gilded it overnight, whereupon the sculpture was
temporarily removed. However, when 'the
bronze was returned to its former place next to
the gateway, the artist had made some changes.
Additional sections of spiked rods, simulating
barbed wires which suggest fences in death
camps, remedied some of the problems. In fact,
it is this image of a suffering man that gives the
whole structure ethos and lets the viewer relate
to the modern work of art on a human level. Fre-
quently one finds votive flowers, such as roses,
placed on the victim'’s back.

Regardless of the memorial’s artistic short-
comings, in the opinion of the writer the positive
features outweigh the negative qualities. The
Monument against War and Fascism proves to
be a success as a political statement, inviting, for
example, demonstrations of spontaneous candle
vigils. Although Hrdlicka’s sculptural ensemble
may recall events which some Viennese prefer
to forget, its cathartic power seems to encourage
a change in governmental policies. Moreover,
the fact that the consciousness-raising monu-
ment did receive a place of honor in the heart of
the city speaks for the willingness of the Austri-
an People to acknowledge their past not only in
words but also in deeds. The memorial seems to
configure Austria’s past and future and proves
that the suffering was not in vain and will never
be forgotten.

Christine M. Boerkl, born in Vienna, Austria,
studied art history and classical archaeology at
the University of Vienna. In 1956 she emigrated
to the United States where she lives in Washing-
ton, DC. Ms. Boeckl returned to graduate school
at the University of Maryland in 1981 and wrote
her MA thesis on “Altar Paintings during the
Reign of Emperor Charles VI.” She received her
Ph.D. in 1990 from the same institution. Dr.
Boeckl has taught art history at colleges and
universities in Maryland, Virginia, Montana,
Colorado and Nebraska.
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The German-American newspaper Ein-
tracht, which is published in the Chicago
metropolitan area (9556 N. Lawler Ave.,
Skokie, IL. 60077), recently celebrated its
seventieth year of publication — no small
feat in the 20th century, and consider-
ing the fact that this time period includ-
ed two World Wars. Karl Arndt records
that the circulation in 1940 was 4,000,
but in 1954 circulation was only 800. To-
day's masthead states: “Serving a com-
munity of over 300,000 German-Amer-
icans.’

The Eintracht began as an independent
weekly and originally carried the subti-
tle: “Deutsch-dsterreichsche-Ungarische
Zeitung." The goal of this weekly was:
to be a vehicle of communication for the
Chicago German-American Societies so
that the German-speaking societies
might survive. About midway through its
existence the newspaper was taken over
by Gottlieb Jiingling, a Swabian teacher
and journalist. Until his death-in 1979,
Gottlieb Jingling published the Eintracht
with the help of his wife Emmy. Then his
wife, and the two Jiingling sons, Walter
and Klaus continued the Eintracht
Verlag. Today llse and Marianne, wives
of the Jingling sons, also help with the
newspaper's publication.

According to the editors, the name “Ein-
tract” (harmony in English), signifies
peace, friendship, and reconciliation. The
word is often used by sports organiza-
tions as a symbol of peaceful competi-
tion. The concept of Eintracht also is to
be found in German song and poetry.

When the Jinglings took over the news-
paper, it was a 4-pager. Now the weekly

Hs

Reltstunde

paper runs from 10 to over 20 large
pages. In it one can still follow the hap-
penings of the German-American soci-
eties in Chicago, and the pages have
many pictures taken at these events. But,
besides the rich information on Chicago
German-American life, the newspaper to-
day also contains articles on German and
German-American sports. Every issue
also includes an advice column, “Fragen
Sie Frau Isabella!” For the past 30 years
Isabella Erbe has given personal advice
to German-Americans, who receive ad-
vice from someone who understands
their culture. But Frau Isabella not only
gives personal advice in her column, she
will also track down lost recipes, verses
half remembered, and other bitg of
sought-after information. In the Eintract
one also finds a page of humor and other
entertainment: cartoons, puzzles, and a

-weekly German horoscope. Recent
issues have also carried the' words and
sometimes also the music of German
folksongs.

Eintracht's- readership— includes- the—
Chicago German-American community,
but also many readers from other cities,
other states, and other countries. Accor-
ding to the editors of the Eintracht,
readership includes former Chicago
German-Americans, often retired, who,
having moved away, still wish to keep up
with the news, and the mewspaper is also
subscribed to by family members in the
homeland, who are interested in reading
about their relatives who have emigrated.

Only two libraries in the United States
are listed as holding subscriptions to this
newspaper in the large bibliographic
database OCLC. One hopes that someone
somewhere is preserving this piece of Ger-
man-Americana for future researchers.

Unteroffizier: ,Mensch, Meier, Sie sitzen ja auf
Ihrem Gaul wie die Iphigenie auf Tauris|”
Der Feldwebel legt dem Unteroffizier die Hand

auf die Schulter: .

.Es ist ja sehr nett, daB} Sie so gut in der Bibel
Bescheid wissen, aber Gottes Wort gehdrt nicht

auf die Reitbahn|®
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German-Texan Heritage Society

FOUNDED 1078

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

$6  Student (verified by teacher)
$10 Regular
-$20 Contributing
$20 Institutions
_____ %40 Patron (saints of the society)
Postage to a foreign country: $6.00 for
surface mail or $15.00 air mail.
19____ Indicate year membership
should go into effect.

(Mr. & Mrs. address may have a joint
membership if only one JOURNAL
is desired.)

Please check the following interest categories:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name,

Street,

City

State Zip,

County. Telephone

Occupation (if retired, former occupation)___

Special Projects (relating to German-Texana)

Publications (relating to German-Texana)___

— I'would like to help out with all of the following categox'fes.
- I'would like to help out with only the categories I have checked.

Speaking German.
Other. Please list.

Send your check and this page to:

Typing for the JOURNAL.

Writing articles for the JOURNAL.
Transcribing/translating old German hand-writing.
Showing visitors historical sites in my town/city/area.
Doing research in archives, libraries, etc.
Genealogical exchange. (What names?)
Photographing historical sites.

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
507 East 10th Street
P O Box 684171
Austin, TX 78768

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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Founded in 1978, the German-Texan Heritage Society is a non-profit organization
devoted to building pride in the heritage of the German-speaking settlers who brought
an important cultural ingredient to Texas. The Society is united in its effort to
disseminate information about archives, research projects, cultural events, folklore,
publications, and meetings related to German-Texan topics.

The Society seeks members from the general public . . . descendents of all German-
speaking peoples, researchers, genealogists, history enthusiasts, folklorists,
preservationists, and those interested in the German-Texan experience.

A JOURNAL is published three times a year (50-75 pages). It is sent to all members.
The JOURNAL features a genealogical section which includes hints about research in
German-speaking countries, Texas, and the United States; brief family histori€s
submitted by members, and a genealogy exchange column. Other sections of the
JOURNAL include reprints of articles from other publications, announcements about
activities and events, a book review column, an annual index, and original essays about
various topics related to German-Texana.

An ANNUAL MEETING is held the second weekend in September in various German
heritage areas of Texas. The program emphasizes the German-Texan heritage and
~includes talks, slide shows, show-and-tell sessions, and discussions by researchers,
preservationists, folklorists, authors, members who have a story to tell and guest
experts in specific fields; informal social events; plays and music; and tours of historical

sites in the host city.

Membership categories are: Student $ 6.00
Regular 10.00
Contributing 20.00
Institutional 20.00
Patron 40.00
Postage to a foreign country: $6.00 for surface
mail or $15.00 airmail.

The German-Texan Heritage Society calendar year is from January 1 to December 31.
Membership payments and renewals are due in January.

Completed projects of the Society:

The reprint of ROEMER'S TEXAS (temporarily out-of-print).

Sponsorship of the reprint of THE CABIN BOOK (DAS KAJUTENBUCH), by

Charles Sealsfield.

The reprint of Rudolph Biesele's THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN

SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861.

THE HANDBOOK AND REGISTRY OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE.

'Is'htl:ur:l:l%rint of Victor Bracht's TEXAS IN 1848, translated by Charles Frank
chmidt.

Y TR

For more information or GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
price lists for books and back 507 East 10th Street
issues contact: P OBox 684171

Austin, Tx 78768

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE ANNUAL MEETING ADDRESSES OF GTHS INTEREST

German-American Chamber of Commerce, Houston

| - 1992 909 Fannin, Suite 3750
Houston, TX 77010 °
SSUE DEADLINE ARRIVAL :;:t:;:;;?ézs 12, 13 Tol. No.: (713) 658-8230
German Information Center
SPRING FEB. 10 APRIL 1 950 Third Ava,, 24th Floor, New York, NY 10022
SUMNER JUNE 10 UG, 1 Tel. No.: (212) 888-9840
FALL 0cT, 10 DEC, 1 Helgard Suhr Goethe Institute Houston

3120 Southwest Freeway, Suite 110

§ Mission Dr. Houston, TX 77008-4614; Tel. No.: (713) 528-2787

{Ideally, this allows for one week to Yew Braunfels, Tz, 78130
assemble, four weeks to print, one

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
veek to prepare for mailing, and the

4645 Reservolr Road N.W,, Washinglon, D.C. 20007-1998

time for the 0.5, Kail.) 1443 Tel. No.: (202) 298-4000
September 10, 11, 12
STATEMENT OF POUCY SAN ANGELO _ Consulates-General of the Federal Republic of Germany

Otto Tetzlaff
Angelo State University
§15-344-1927

Houston: 1330 Post Oak Bivd,, Suile 1850, Houston,
TX 77056-3018; Tel. No.: (713) 627-7770/71
(Serves: Statng Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Toxas)

No materials sent for the JOURNAL
¥1ll be returned to the sender.

All materials must include a source, 1994 Dallas Goethé Centery Inic.
a date, and the name of the September §,9,10 P.0. Box 8233
contributor, The issue Bditor PREDERICKSBURG Dallas. Texas 75205
15 not responsible for errors in Kenn Knopp{contact person)
spelling, for typas, ar for HONORARY CONSULS
nisinformation, 1995 Corpus Christi

5eptenher 1.8.9 5440 Oid Brownsville Road (Serves: Texas counties Victoria

At Corpus Christi, TX 78415  Calhoun, Goliad, Bee, Duval, Webb,

All articles and manuseripts must VICTORIA R ciadoa | L Wshe: 5an BatdcgiNiléces,
be typed, SINGLE SPACED, on 8.5- Patsy Hand ToLNo: (1D 2000018, it anesy. Walecy. Cameron,

417 Cottonwood St.
Victoria,Tz, 77904
512-575-0049

inch by 11-inck white paper, with
2.2 1nch margin on all edges,

Zapata, Refugio. Aransas Pass)
Dallas
5001 Spring Valley Road
Suite 1000 E.LB. 3
Dallas, TX 75244-3910
Tel. No.; (214) 239-8687

(Serves: Texas counties Collin,
Dallas, Denton. Ellis, Hood, Hunt,
Johnson, Kautmann, Parker,

the issue Bditor or the elected Rockwell, Tarant, Wise)

Board of the Gms.h‘as the right ) %&Ann:un?éoeullmng Serves: Texas counties Alacosa,
and the responsibility to refuse September 5,6,7 105 South St. Mary's Street nlndarﬂ.aaslrc:pbsi:ar.g!arr:ﬁn.
materials that may not be in LUBBOCK oo 012) 034-4455  Edwards, o, Glllaspie, Gonzales,
accordance with the by-laws of the Meredith KeClain E;*#f‘.%]:ﬁ%*i:‘;%ﬁéfi"h?:b“:ﬁ" s
German-Texan Heritage Society, 2612 24th St N T e,
Lubbaock,Tx. 79410 Wilson, Zavala)
Deadlines will be followed as B06-744-6033
closely as is possible for
volunteers,
Headquarters
SEND THE POLLORING 10: ' 307 East 10th Street
German-Texan Heritage Society
P. 0. Box 634171 = I P O BOX 684471
1 nm
ARSI 0 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768
rm
Announcements, articles, genealogical =y
1nquiries, conference, meeting and Q)
reunion dates, news or other German o
heritage events, and other interesting %
information, O
Subscription and membership inquiries, :
Z [ ]
Correspondence, contributions and o 19 9 2 In I |ew B P C] u nfe I S
manuscripts for publication. All :
translated manuscripts must be x

accompanied by the German original.

Sepl. T1-13
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