Levi & Evelyn Taylor

Name: Levi Taylor Evelyn Margaret Taylor

Date of Birth: December 17, 1930 August 8, 1923

Place of Birth: Hunt, Texas San Antonio, Texas

Education: Grammar School — Hunt Grammar & High School —
High School — Tivy San Antonio

Schreiner Institute
Certificate - Architectural

Engineering
Occupations: Paper Boy, Restaurant Owner Restaurant Owner
Architect, Contractor McKesson Drugs in Corpus

Christi — Bookkeeper — 30 yrs.
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1927 - Estella Sherman Kotula, mother of Evelyn M. Kotula Taylor.
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Parents of Evelyn M. Kotula Taylor:

Joseph F. Kotula and Estella M. Sherman Kotula in San Antonio, ca., 1924.
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Back: Virgil, Verney and (sitting) Aubry (father of Levi r; rt. rsy B. Taylor
(grandfather of Levi) Rudolph (sitting in chair), Nancy Caddell Taylor (grandmother of
Levi) and Alma.
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IN LOVING MEMORY

i

ALVA CURTIS JOY LIZZIE LOCK JOY
1875-1959 1877-1966
The Founders of Hunt, Texas

Contributed by Grandchildren: Josephine Wallace, Sie Taylor, Lucille Bass, llene Merritt, Presley Taylor, Jim Taylor, Laura
Adams, and A. R. “Babe’ Taylor.

Grandparents of Levi (Sie) Taylor




IN MEMORY

W T daPes Vo

AUBRY and URA JOY TAYLOR
1897-1982 1898-1978

Contributed by Their Children

(Photo from Kerr County Album)
Parents of Levi Taylor
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'_]Sﬁll R de the Frisky Broncho
©Over the. Mountains and

. Across Roaring Fords of the
-‘/ ' Upper Gua,dalupe—-Vnctxms of
4nd1an Raids.

D

. By J. E. GRINSTEAD
T MAY safely be laid do\vn as ean incontrovertible fact that of all the
" States in the great basy teerming West that has so lately reversed the
political records -of this Nation by electmg a President without the aid of
New York, Indiana and Illinois, Texas has drawn within her borders the
greatest share of the ‘true American frontiersmen® of the old school than, per-
haps any other...This is probably due-in g large measure to the immense
i:& of the Lone Star State and the' remarkably romantic history of the State.
t
sion into the Union, with her arms fufl of golden sheaves from the harvest,
with a domain_that exceeded that of some.of the larger kmngms of the Old
ior% the blood of the frontiersman was stirred.
hen ‘the story was told. at the fireside of the Alamo from whose sacred
ruins. the changeless rays of undying glory would scintjllate throughout the
ages, and when the pioneers of Texas freedom.said to the world: “Come, and
_swelcome. Help us to build cmcs on the plainsof this wonderful heritage
“ the God of Liberty has given us,” the ‘true pione¢ers came from all parts of
the older States, even as bidden guests 1o & wedding feasty -
- While the ranks of those who came first are fast Fh[nnmg stﬂl ‘there
- afe scatfered about over the State many aged men and women ‘whose lives
* have been made up of many a thrill of romancg, much of which, if told,
3 waulcl exceed u;,:merest the wﬂ@ast flights of. mete ﬁmon

wealth of Ml rI was a sparsely settled
camé to JTexas on their nomeymesn in #1 : territofy; wit cmf form of government,
‘0X Wagon .that this story hds to tell * Al there lay between § southern boupd

ime wheh the m-eaent nrsut &n_n = .mﬂ ‘the napubug téexq g B5rip of Tan

1t i&0of one- of these aged coup]es who

the great struggle, when Texas came knocking at the door for admis--

“pitched his

f’%“

that wae called Arkansaw Territory. It
was 80 called ifrom a tribe of Inglans who
giadd.led their canoces in the bayous of tl«
isslselppl bottoms In i{he winter aun
gpring and foraged out to th: weste
plains for buffalo in the summer and f
fo far as thig writer 1s oble to lear
there was never a map showing the wes:
ern boundary of Arkansaw Territory.
was a kind of hunting grounil for 1!
Arkansaw Indians, whose precarious tit
bad hitherto been held as well as conl
be against the fierce tribes of the plain:
colintry to the westward. Among tht
Jfirst white men to settle in. that terii
torv wag a man from the mountains !
Tennessee by the name nf Joy.
THE INDIANS STOLE HIM,

On a day when peace seemed to hove-
vver the worldes when game was plent
ful in the woods, and the frontiersman's
cabin home was happy because there wa-
plenty in the land, Seminole Indians cam:
as _If from the clouds and .gtole the 4-vear-
old. son of:the house of Joy. turning i
in a momeht into a house of grief. K
forts to revapture the child were in wvain.
and for twelve long, weary years he went
from place to plade with nis captors

“last, when he was 16 years qof age.
eziaped from tlie fed men and found hi-
wa¥ back to the old home. -The littl
buv's name was Riley Joy.

It is not how long we live, but how
much, that makes us old, *A few yearw
after hig return Riley Joy murried, Even
the eastern part of Arkansaw, still a ter-
ritgry without defigite western bounas,
was too crowded for Riley Joy, and tak

ing his bride and bis household goods, he
“tent to the westward,”  in
what is now Crawford County, Arkansas.
To Riley Joy and his wife wus born =
son, and they christened him Richard and
called him Dick. Years passed. ' Dick
grew to manhood near the little village
of OK'town, which has long since disap-
peared from - the map, If ever it graced
one. Riler Joy had ever beeén restless,
and filleid with the wanderlust since his
years of captivity with the Indians, Many
white settlers "were cominb to that part
of Arkansas

In 1837, two yearg.after litfle Richard
a.. born, the United States Governmcnt

<
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A Sarorca

had traded .a lot of Jand to what tas
Kknown ns the five civilived tribes of In-

diaps, and.vbhe ling' of therr. reservation .

camg almost within, a stene’s throw of
" Riley Joy's home. In 183¢ Arkansas. had
been ddmitted to the Uiion as a State.
‘From that time on It was. not the same
free country to thia true frontiersman,
It irked him to conform to come of 'the
seemingly ridiculous canons of the new
order of things. He battled along with
progress tntll Richard was 21, ° i

* In the spring of 1856 Riley Joy decided
there was not room enough ‘in "Arkdnsas
for' him any moere. Accordingly: he ar:
rangéd his affairs to make the overlsnd
‘trip to Californla’ with hig family, golug
the Boutbern route, across. North Texas,

., and Bic,

Fgir

! The “tiog mark’ 1h' the wosds, .the litfle -
‘ buinch of #pare caftle, the cabin and claim
- other posspasiond ‘as - he had
“were igdded for Wwagonk. Work, oxeh,
ponies, &dddles and camping ‘parapharnd-
lin.. The gopdbyes were said, and the
first day’s fourney of .o very féw. miles
~was wade, and camp "wéa. pitphed . néar:
. the home of an old friend, hy mifme Comp-*
ton, f " e e
'y . THE FAREWELL. DANCE, , -
The Comptons had come out from Ten-
nessee 4 few  years beforg that time and
settled fn Cpawford County. They ,haa
i danghter, Miss Apn Klizabeth amb -
ton, who was Dborn in. 1838 and at tha
timie we write of was 18 'years bld: When
it Hecame known in the meighborhood that
Old . Man Riley Joy and hig ‘family ‘and
several other neighbors ~ who “wera ‘to
travel with him to the land of the Golden
West, were gofng to. camp, near Comp-
ton’s that pight, “warnin’"” was sent out
for “miles, around that g blg dance.wasd to
bLe ‘had- at Compton’s in honor of the de-
parting ddventure. Imimetiately upon - ar-:
,riving at the.camp the travelers were ap-
- ¢

i

wde

1
|
i g 1
L -4 ».\.uf\‘\ \ E 11
Drised. of the “biz doln’s” that-bad been |
arfanged for thelr entertainment. . Qn o ¢
hill a short distance J'E‘om-_t e ereek atood - |
the :“double ‘log. house” . herg Comptorn. &
Uved  Bverything liag' been moved .p
of the main room, rich ‘pine knots in the
tide fireplace furnished -Hght, willin -
dlers furnished music;*and the . .y 4
people. went in d; ot Lin the -meerry '
dance. T e o S
Ltiley. Joy, his halp dron-gray,- ‘his k
body erect as that of -the Indians -4 1th !
whom he spent his wouth. .stood with his L
friend Compton in the “entfy” and 'watch-. =
ed the young'people dance. Riley was k
lookiug at Richard; a little more than \{
six feet in hid moccasing. with coal Black, ™ , |
hair and fearless -eyes;n{she Iythe gkacé of ; . - |
born woodsmean, ready to join a Irplic at- |
.a?yb time, Ofi to i_lgélo ;lone into a case full x !
of bears and wildeata, Miss cAnn Couifx i, j‘
ton was looking at Dick, too, i :
Old man Comptos  was looking at Ann
EMzabeth, easily the belle of ,the Pl
crowd of pretty glfls, IMek wap looking
at Ann Elizabeth glso. e J
After‘a tima the old folks ate, soked a ,{

-

Casomurr fig o Jampmen.
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Levi (Sze) T &);lor —1920. Levi was born in Hunt, Texas
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1941 — Levi Taylor’s father and mother: Aubry & Ura (Joy) Taylor
at the Frederick Ranch in Hunt, Texas.
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Levi & Evelyn Taylor — Summer of 1940 when they were dating.
This picture was made at the Oki Lodge in Hunt Texas.
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Levi & Evelyn Taylor — San Diego, CA 1944
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May 19, 1945 - Levi and Evelyn Taylor with first child, Levi, Jr.




The Fork Inn Restaurant in Hunt in 1946--this restaurant was operated by Levi and
Evelyn prior to their opening The Grove in Kerrville. The Fork Inn building is still there
in Hunt, just before the Hunt Store on the oposite side of the road.
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1950 — Levi and Evelyn Taylor in the Townsend home in Hunt, Texas, the evening when
the formation of the first Lion’s Club in Hunt took place.
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Hﬂter o Oaatlon of

Be it known fo all men that

L.W. Taylor

is a duly elected

LIONS CLUB MEMBER
n accordance with the Gnsti-
tution and By-Laws of The
Internafional Association

« of Taons Clubs w0
m witness whereof this
CERTIFICATE * MEMBERSHIP

sc has beenissued »o
fhis12 dayof Jan. 1950

Pt € Ll

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

SECRETARY c:s.v:kAﬁ

Levi Taylor was a charter member of the Lions Club in Hunt, Texas. The chapter was
formed in January, 1950.
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Evelyn Taylor shown here in front of "The Grove, ” a favorite restaurant in Kerrville in the 50s.
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Guest Book from Opening Night of The Grove, March 22, 1951
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Employees Q\ the Grove on &u&.&:% night, March 22, 1951.
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" QUINTUPLICATE
TEXAS LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD E
] EXPIRATION X
THIS LICENSE IS NOT TRANSFERABLE. POST IN CONSPICUOUS PLACE DN THE LICENSED PREMISES. CAN BE USED ONLY BY PERSON
WHOSE NAME 15 GIVEN HEREON AND ONLY AT ADDRESS HEREON SPECIFIED. REVOKABLE FOR VIOLATION OF ANY FROVISION OF NOTICE
TEXAS LIQUOR CONTROL AGT OR OF ANY RULE, AND REGULATION OF THE BOARD. THIS IS NOTIGE OF EXPIRATION OF PERMIT. B
Renewal Application Must Be Filed With COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR NOT LESS THAN FIVE DAYS BEFORE e e A |
e Expiration Date of This Permit. ol WL A i A
ISSUE DATE HE | ittt R 5 0 i f' My S5k LICENGE e 133059 R
MO. \ DAY YR, ' g . FEE PAID A
3 ‘1 6 83| THE GROVE e \ = Hiti o T
LEVE W TAYLOR :
EXPIRES ONE B8 JUNE TIODH RORKD o

YEAR FROM KERMY ILLL E ﬁ[lf-'ﬁ-ﬁ

ISSUE DATE

ki W By
ORIGINAYL PR
#234218

COUNTY, TEXAS
HAVING COMPLIED WITH THE PROVISIONS OF LAW IS AUTHORIZED TO ENGAGE IN THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE BUSINESS AS SHOWN BY THE ABOVE CLASSIFICATION, THE ACCEPTANCE
HERECF CONSTITUTES AN EXPRESS AGREEMENT TO PERMIT ANY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BOARD OR ANY PEACE OFFICER TO FREELY ENTER UPON LICENSEE'S PREMISES
TO PERFORM ANY DUTY IMPOSED UPON HIM. THE LICENSEE BY THE ACCEPTANCE HEREOF AGREES THAT THE DUPLICATE ORIGINAL OF THIS LICEMSE OR PERMIT ON FILE IN OFFICE OF
GO R OF OUNTY ABOVE SET OUT IS A TRUE, CORRECT AND EXACT DUPLICATE OF THE ORIGINAL AS ISSUED TO HIM BY THE BOARD.

WA
TAKE THIS NOTICE TO YOUR COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR, i
AND THERE FILE YOUR APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL. m

ECH

ADMINISTRATOR

N
(®)
i

I
C
.EJ



1955 - Evelyn, Levi, Jr., and Marc Taylor after church in Corpus Christi, TX.
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1955 — Levi with his sons Levi, Jr. and infant Marc after church
in Corpus Christi, Texas, where the couple moved after operating
The Grove restaurant in Kerrville.
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1966 — Four Generations of Taylors: (from left) Levi Ill, Levi Jr., Levi Sr., and Pappy
(Aubry Taylor).
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&97 Rocksprings, Texas, Friday, March 4th, 1966
f%D MOUNTAIN HOME POST OFFICE OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY

Dub Haney, Postmaster of Mountain Home Post Office, announces
that open house will be held at the post office building Saturday,
March 5th from 4 to 6 p. m.

The building was recently completed and is located at the in-
tersection of Highways 27 and 41. The new facility is part of the
Post Office Department's lease construction program, Mr. Haney ex-
plained. Under this program, investment financing is used to obtain
needed facilities which remain under private ownership, pay local
taxes to the community, and are leased to the Federal Government.
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Ellebracht are the owners of the building.

Mr. Haney stated "Our patrons will derive more enjoyment from
doing business here, their mail will be handled more efficiently in
this building and its up-to-date equipment will enable us to work
under the best of conditions.

Mrs. Charlie (Ruby) Young assists Postmaster Haney as postal
clerk.

Early history of the “post office at Mountain Home is unknown
at this point, but can be traced back to the year 1882 by Ingram,
Texas Resident, Tom Moore, who lived in that area at that time. The
postmaster was a Mr. Harbison, who maintained the position until about
1900 when Henry McNealy became postmaster until 1908. At that time
the location was near the present location, except on the banks of the
Johnson Creek River near the present Fritz Basse home. Jim Stone,
father of Mrs. Arthur Hyde of Mountain Home, and Charlie Stone of
Kerrville, served as the postmaster from 1908 until about 1919 ord-
ing to Mrs. Hyde. Joe Denton then served from that time until{1921 -
When Awbry Taylor took charge. In 1921 the Taylors changed the’name
from Mountain Home to Eura after Mrs. Taylor, the former Eura Joy of
Hunt, Texas. \Mrs. Ned B. (Olive) Estes, Sr. became postmaster in 1924
“and changed the name back to Mountain Home. She along with her husband
who operated a store in connection with the post office, held the office
until 1944 when Mrs. Freddie (Yvonne) Duderstadt held the office for one
year, with Mrs. Estes resuming the duties until 1947, when their son,
Loy S. Estes, became postmaster for the next three years. G. W. (Dub)
Haney became postmaster in early 1950.

During the history of the office it has been moved up and down the
river area from the Basse location to the Estes Cottages, the former
Mack Henderson place, the W. M. Talbert building across the highway from
the Sunset Baptist Church, to the present location in the new building.
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1970, ca., Levi Taylor’s mother, (seated center) Ura Elizabeth Joy Taylor, with her
children: (Standing L to R) Levi, John Presley, James Darrell, Aubry Raymond, (Sitting
L to R) Laura BelleAdams, Josephine ElizabethWallace, Ura Joy Taylor, Lucille T. Bass,
Lydia llene Merritt.
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The Polish Texans

4 Settlers Vlctlms of Cruel Jokes

/

[

This is the fourth in a series
of six articles taken from
“The Polish Texans,” one of
seven hooklets published so
far by the Institute of Texan
Cultures on “The Texians and
the Texans.”” It is the third of
the series to be reprinted ex-
clusively in The Light.

The different language.
dress, and customs of the
early Polish settlers fre-
guently made them victims of
prejudice, cruel jokes, and un-
scrupulous business dealings.

Frederick L. Olmstead, a
traveler through Texas in
1857, points out that Panna
Maria Poles were charged an

exorbitant $5 to $10 per acre

for land in 1854.

Even the $2.00 paid at Saint
Hedwig three years later was
considered high. Unsettled
conditions after the Civil War,

and the absence of effective -

government, made it possible
for lawless elements to abuse
the Pelish colonists with little
fear of reprisal.

- In his memoirs Father Adolf

Bakanowski of Panna Maria
recalled what happened:

_“The Texan Americans, par-

ticularly the cowboys with lit-
tle training and less education,

: ,,..f knew only how to ride horse-

P

back,

“The higher class of Ameri-
cans, used to the services of
the negro slave, were very
slow in mastering the art of
earning one’s own bread. The
lower class, misunderstanding

the new freedom which the -

iﬁos”é‘ii'ess of the government
itted, killed and mur-
dered for any provoking rea-
son. In a word, we hit very
hard times.
 “The Polish people became

an object of frequent attacks.

Seeing that the Polander could
not speak English, it seemed
to them that he should be sub-
ject to the same treatment as
the negro. Whether traveling
or at home, we had no peace;

not even the church was free

of their antics.

- “These cowboys entered the
¢ Jl urch smoking cigarettes.
One of them wanted to ride

into the church on horseback

and see how many targets he
could score on the walls.”

A climax was reached when
2 band of cowboys swooped in

to Panna Maria and promptly
shot up the town. The Poles .

retaliated by riding en masse
to the county seat at Helena in
2 show of jorce.

A few wieks iater the imad-

THE ED KOTULAS

Courtesy of Mrs. A. B. Stephens

JOSEPH COTULLA
~Courtesy.sof Mrs. Bruyce Tiller ,

" JOSEPH COTULLA—1868

The cattle boorh which
swept the country after the
Civil War caught the imagina-~
tion of the Poles, too.

In 1865 the Panna Maria
post office recorded 49 Polish-
owned brands in that county
alone. :

To the west, Cotulla, a

ranching and trade center for '

a wide area of South Texas,
was named for a pioneer who
carved a ranchin g empire
from Nueces Valley brush
icountry.

This county seat town was |

laid out by Joe Cotulla in
1881-1882, when the Interna-
tional and Great Northern
Railroad built through his
ranch.
~When Joe Cotulla was born
in 1844, his birthplace, Wielkie
[Strzelce, was occupied by the
Kingdom of Prussia.
ED KOTULA—1869
After the Civil War two
young Polish immigrants met
at San Antonio’s historic
Menger Hotel to flip a coin.
The agreed that the loser
would change the spelling of
his name.
“Both men were the same

age and from the same part of |

Poland.

Both had settled in the fi rst 2

Polish colony at Panna Maria,
but neither had remained
there.

Both had been compelled to
support their families at an

~early age.

Throubh hard work, saving,

and investing, both became [

Prosperous.

But a problem arose be- |

cause both had the same
name—Kotula. Joe Cotulla lost
the coin toss, and Ed Kotula

. kept the original spelling.

Joe always ¢laimed victory,
however, because “C” was
easier to write than “K.”

In the 1890’s Ed Kotula—San
Antonio-based merchant capi-
talist, and rancher—was
known as the “Wool King of
Texas.”

Born in Prussian-occupied
Poland in 1844, he was only
ten when he came with his.
parents to Panna Maria.

A year later his father died,
and the family moved to San
Antonio, where Ed briefly at-

- tended St. Mary's College,
. then went to work ha.ulmg
building stone.

During the Civil War he car-
ed the Confederate mail to
Boerne and Victoria, When

hostilities ended he began-

cierking for the D and A Op--

peniteimer merchantile firm.
SRR U D R 0T i e

e
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1o the county seat at Helena in

a show of jorce.

JOSEPH COTULLA

BOETNE ANd VICLOTld, Wmt“]
hostilities ended he began

cierking for the D and A Op-

_ A few wieksfater thednvad- .= . Courtesy.of Mrs, Byuce Tiller penheimer merchantile firm.

ers came again to Panna
Maria, and there was another
exchange of shots before the

were chased away. i

“The next confrontation was.
far more serious. After Sun-
day morning services the Pol-
ish congregation stepped from
their church to view a large
group of armed horsemen, and
—mnearby—ten wagons filled
with onlooking wives and
daughters. '
" Father Bakanowski met the
challenge by threatening to
fire upon the wagons. Caught
by surprise, the aggressors
quickly cleared the erstwhile
battlefield.
“ A lasting truce was achieved
when soldiers from San Anto-
nio arrived to maintain order,
in 1369. : :
THE REVEREND
FELIX ZWIARDOWSKI
* Said to have been a Russian
general before entering the

priesthood, the Reverend Felix

Zwiardowski was one of the

best-known Resurrectionist
missionaries among the Polish
Texans.

‘. He came to Texas as a sem-
inarian in 1868, and was or-
dained in Galveston the follow-
ing year. He celebrated his
first mass at Panna Maria in
the course of a five-day Polish
festival. :

. In the early days he wa
said to own a repeating rifle
with which he fought off In-
dian attacks during his mis-
sionary travels on the frontier,
A staunch believer in educa-
tion, and wholeheartedly de-
voted to the interests of his
people, he was Superior of
Polish missions in Texas from
1870 until 1875. ;
" At Panna Maria in 1873 he
organized the Sisters of the
Immaculate Conception to
teach in parish schools.

* Four years later he pushed
construction of the second
church building in.that com-
munity. When the project was

finished, exactly 70 cents re- .

mained in the treasury.
Later Zwiardowski was sta-
tioned at St. Hedwig, San An-

tonio, and Cestohowa. Crusty
and independent, he refused to =
Jeave the Texas mission field :
. when so ordered by his superi-

ors.

However, he did spend the 2
greater part of a year in Chi- & >

cago recovering his health. In
‘November 1880 Father Leo-

614 Moczygemba wrote that
Zwiardowski had come there a ;

very sick man, buf “now his
appetite is Lithuanian and he
eats the measure of three.”
On his return to Texas
Father Felix continued fo
serve as a missionary priest
until his death in 1835,

THE REVEREND
VINCENT BARZYNSKI

‘In ‘1863 the Poles launched -

another disastrous .uprising
against the Russians, and
again thousands of people
were uprooted.

One of these was the Rever-
and Vincent Barzynski, born
at Sulislawice, Poland, in 1838.
ordained in 1861

Upon leaving Poland, he
stayed briefly in Austria and
France before joining the Res-
urrectionist Order and coming
to Texas in 1866.

He became the first resident
Polish priest in San Antonio,
where he instigated the con-

gtruction of St: Michael's -

Church.

‘ In 1873-1874 Barzynski
served at St. Hedwig, then
transferred to Chicago, where
he worked among Polish im-
migrants for the next 25
years. : g

One of his first acts in his
new surroundings was to help
organize the Polish Roman
Catholic Union,

He hecame Superior of the
Chicago Ressurectioists, and
the first Provincial of that
Order in America.

He was a commanding fig-
ure in Polish American history
until his death on May 2, 1899.

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL
AT PANNA MARIA

America's oldest Polish
school was organized by the
priests at Panna Maria in
1866.

At first some of the classes
were held in a shed room ad-
joining the church, but within
two years parishioners had
constructed a two-story stone

building to serve as a rectory .

and school,

The parents insisted that
their children learn Polish as
well as English; so, when the

teaching Sisters of the Order -
of Diving Providence arrived:

from (Castroville, their first

They're ior Se

Information reprinted from “The

task was learning to speak.
Polish! : il

In time, the Sisters of the
Order of Divine Providence
were replaced by the Sisters
of the Immacuiate Conception
—Panna Maria girls who de-
voted themselves to teaching
in Polish, i

Although their Order soon
disappeared, parochial educa-
tion became a feature of every
Polish parish in Texas, a situ-:
ation which helped perpetuate
the language and traditions of
these people. =

Today St. Joseph's School
houses the Panna Maria His-
torical ' Association and Mu-
seum—the mucleus of Polish
ethnic historical preservation
in Texas.

NEW WAVERLY=1867

The first Polish foothold in
East Texas was at New Wav-
erly, an early lumbering and
farming community in the
Huntsville area.

Landing at Galveston about
1867, the settlers at New Wav-
erly worked in sawmills, or as
tenant farmer s, until they
could become landowners.
Some of them came under

contract to work for two years

in order to pay their passage.
T 1870 'St. Joseph's parish
was organized under the Rev-
erend Felix Orzechowski, a
Resurrectionist missionary.

The original parish included -

4 families. A church was
built in 1876, a second.in the
1890's, and a thrid in 1906.

Tn 1908 a parish school was
established to teach the three
R’s, homemaking, and voca-
tional agriculture.

The farmers of New Wav-
erly soon spread over the face
of Walker County and spilled
into Grimes, Washington, and
Robertson Counties.

Like the Poles of Bandera,
those at New Waverly retain
little of their native language
and traditions.

Teéxans” comes from a series of publi-
cations of the Institute of Texan Cul- %
tures, Box 1226, San Antonio, Texas i
75204, -
" Single copies are sold by the Insti-- : %

tute at $1.45 each, including tax and
handling. .
Available now are bookiets on Mexi- :

can Texzans (in Spanish and English
editions), Nerwegian Texans, Indian =
~ Texans, German Texans, Spanish Tex- o

ans and Polish Texans,
Group rates available on request.

& tury.
i Texas' first chapter of the Pol-
L ish National Alliance—was
% formed at Bremond in 1883,

In 1869 Kotula opered his Hwii
‘store in an adobe building at

Alamo and Commerce Streets.

‘Later he moved to a larger
building on the west side of
Military Plaza,  where he re-
mained until 1893, when he be-
came a wool buyer.

“ Kotula also acquired ranch
lands in Webb and Dimmit |

Counties, on which he raised
Durham and Hereford cattle.
He was a faithful member of
St. Michael’s Polish Catholic
Church, and S5t. Albert’s Pol-
ish Society until his death a
San Anfonio in 1893. :
POLES AT MARLIN
AND BREMOND—1870
Polish farmers arrived in

_eastern Falls County by 1870.

Usually they were share-crop-
pers until they could save
enough money. to buy their
own land. ;

Under the tenant system

they commonly paid $3.00 per

acre rent, or gave the landlord
one-third of their crop. Peter
Gorski, who settled at Marlin
in 1880, was typical of those
who struggled fo become land-
OWners.

He worked rented land for 22
yrs. before saving enough mon-
ey to buy 100 acres for $4500.

About 60 Polish families
lived in the vicinity of Marlin
between 1870 and 1880, when
their numbers declined as the
result of malaria condifions.

“Many drifted southward into

Robertson County, where they .

helped make Bremond the
largest Polish town in Texas.
Bremond was a railroad
boomtown when the first Pol-
ish settler arrived in 1875.

This was Joseph Bartula, a
farm laborer, who had sailed
to Texas with his wife and five
sons two years before. :

In the course of that trip he
lost three sons and all his
money. Bartula was soon
joined at Bremond by 50 more
families of his nationality.

By 1900 most of them owned
their own farms, or their own
businesses in the community.

. As in all Polish colonies, the
: church played a vital role, At
first, services were conducted

in private homes by visiting

i priests.

A church was completed in
1879, with heavy financial con-
tributions from some non-Pol-
ish residents,

Tt has been rebuilt twice

_since. A parish school has
i been maintained since the

first decade of the 20th cen-
St. Joseph’s Society—

tollowed three years later by a
chapter of the Polish Roman

 Catholic Union. :
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IN LOVING MEMORY

n

Levi W. Taylor, Jr.
1945-1978

In loving memory of Levi W. Taylor, Jr., our beloved son, brother
and father. Levi was born in Houston, Texas, at Saint Joseph’s
Hospital on February 13, 1945 to Levi W. Taylor and Evelyn Kotula
Taylor.

Moving to Kerr County, Hunt, Texas, at the age of nine months,
where his father went to work in the Hunt, Texas Post Office, at the
end of World War IL.

As a young boy Levi learned the story of how his Great Grand-
parents were among some of the early settlers of Kerr County. His
great Grandfather Alvie C. Joy and Great Grandmother Elizabeth
Lock Joy settled Hunt, Texas, starting the first Post Office there; also
the mercantile store and barber shop in the year 1912.

While his great grandfather Presley Beal Taylor and great grand-
mother Nancy Caddell Taylor settled Honey Creek about five miles up
the north fork of the Guadalupe river.

Also at the time of Levi’s moving to Hunt, Texas, his beloved grand-
parents Aubry R. Taylor and Ura Elizabeth Joy Taylor, (the children
of the above), lived on the Richard R. Friederich Ranch, approximate-
ly six miles from Hunt up the north fork of the Guadalupe river. Levi
visited with them as often as he could growing up, loving the hill coun-
try and all of nature God gives us to enjoy. Never losing that love for
the outdoors, especially the animals, the grass and the trees. He saw
some good in everything. Perhaps Levi saw in nature the footsteps of
God more clearly than anywhere else.

Levi attended Holy Cross Lutheran School in Kerrville in 1952 and
one year at Starkey Elementary, moving to Corpus Christi, Texas with
his parents in 1955. Went to Frasier Elementary School where he
earned Award of Merit for School Patrol. Was a boy scout in the
Moun* Olive Lutheran Church Troop, earning many medals. Levi at-
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l{imberly Ann Taylor

tended Sunday School and Church and was confirmed at Mount Olive
Lutheran Church in 1959. Played Little League Ball, making the All
Star Team. Went to Cullen Jr. High School, playing on their football
team. Was picked most handsome the year 1959-60. Attended Mary
Carroll High, playing football there, graduating in 1961-62 class. He
worked with his father in the building business. Married Anne
Margaret Williams in May 1962. They had a son, Levi W. Taylor I
born February 28, 1963. Their daughter, Kimberly Ann Taylor, was
born March 3, 1964.

Started his own business for Modular Homes, supplies and service
in 1972, managing the operations until 1977, when he became Con-
struction Coordinator for the Whataburger Corporation.

Levi built and drove his own race cars from 1962; first in Drag Rac-
ing, then went to Round Track Hobby and then Super Stock. Raced at
Corpus Christi Speedway, Victoria, Texas, the San Antonio Texas
Track, and at Bryan, Texas, at the Race of Champions; winning many
trophies in that field.

Levi learned of having Cancer January 1978, driving his last race
March 1978. He passed away September 5, 1978 at M. D. Anderson
Lutheran Pavilion, Houston, Texas. Levi's racing #30 was retired at
the Memorial Races dedicated to him that November 1978 at Corpus
Christi Speedway, a trophy was given to his family in his honor. The
Texas Race of Champions at Bryan set up a permanent Memorial
“The Levi Taylor Award” given each year to the “Reokie Driver”
winning the race.

Levi’s beloved Grandmother (Mammy) Taylor passed away July,
1978. After her services he asked to be buried at her feet if he did not
survive the cancer. Not doing so he joined her there September 9,
1978.

Levi W. Taylor III
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Follies 1986 — Tivy Cheer Leaders

L to R: Evelyn Taylor, Levi Taylor, Marquette Kothman Durrin, Charlie Durrin, Mary
McCoun Menzies,, Manly Cooper, Edna Real Priour, Ebb Lilly, and Margaret Aquier
Lilly.
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Marc, Jr., grandson of Levi & Evelyn Taylor sitting in the
“famous’ old oak tree at Crider’s in Hunt in 1986.
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A Levi _Taylor Interview
Dockside To Ranch

By Elizabeth Cary Mungall

INGRAM - Levi Taylor ("Sie"
Taylor unless looking him up in
the phone book) was born
August 26, 1920, in Ingram,
Texas. "I didn’t know I was
watching history," says Taylor
of his most unique experience
while growing up near Hunt,
Texas. His dad was working for
Richard Friedrich on Bear
Creek Ranch back then, part of
which EWA member Louis
Stumberg holds today as the
Patio Ranch. Fun for Taylor
and his brother and sister,
usually meant playing with the
neighbor children who were
around, but this occasion was
different; because Taylor who
was maybe 12 or 13, was niding
beside his dad on the way to the
BIG CITY; and he was excited.
The round trip to Houston
must have meant an overnight

stay. Destination was the Hous-
ton ship channel where they
filled two large trucks with
covered crates. Inside the crates
were the first axis, blackbuck,
sika, fallow, red deer, sambar,
hog deer and eland that folks in
Taylor’s parts had ever seen.
The single eland was large and
reddish and impressive. The
smaller exotics were destined to
become more common in Texas
than anyone could have dream-
ed.

Sie Taylor rode in the front
truck, a Rio flatbed with boards
built up three or four feet high
on the sides. The driver follow-
ing behind, Mr. Getz German,
was from Friedrich’s refrigera-
tion company in San Antonio
and took his load to the San
Antonio Zoo. Friedrich worked
closely with the zoo, as did

Continued on page 3

Article from: The Exotic News: International Hoofstock News — Publication of the Exotic
Wildlife Assocation, Pg. 1, July 1990
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General News Section

The International Hoofstock News

Page 3

Levi Taylor contd.

other rancher busmess men on
the zoo board. The animals that
Taylor remembers went straight
1o Bear Creek. :

Their new home was a 100
acre piece of the ranch specially
put under high fence. This
separated them from the few
sheep. The ranch had goats too;
however, trotters were the big
breeding operation. "Uncle
Dick" Friedrich raised them on
the ranch and raced them in
Louisiana and other far away
places. Taylor’s real uncle,
Vimey Help, trained them.
Native whitetails were hunted.
Friedrich hunted and Sie Tay-
lor’s dad, Aubry, hunted, but
the newcomers were just for
looking. Only an occasional
friend of Friedrich’s was of-
fered a shot, and there used to
be a steady supply of visiting
celebrities. John Wayne came
and Big Crosby and even
Arthor Godfrey.

By the time Taylor left the
ranch at 17, exotic hunting still
did not exist, and the new
animals were making them-
selves very much at home.
They were spreading too. When
the rivers went up, water gaps
went out, and so did the exo-

tics, which is how various
neighbors got exotics. The first
exotics given away were four
axis that went to Peterson’s
stock farm; this was sometime
after 1940. The second ones
were another four axis that
went to Mrs. Walter Schreiner
at the Y.O. Ranch. In fact, no
exotics were sold or regularly
hunted until Captain Eddie
Rickenbacker bought the ranch
in 1951.

Few ranch events after that
really stand out for Taylor.
Unlike his brother, he had never

. helped around the place much.

He had the house chores and
when he was old enough for
high school, the bus left at 6:30
for the 20 miles or so to Tivy in
Kerrville. His goal was to
become a city boy; but first, he
was in the military in 1942, In
1954, Taylor realized his ambi-
tion by moving to Corpus
Christi where he lived until
1982. '

Taylor moved back to the "Hill
Country" in 1982. If his dad’s
log were still around, it would
be simple to look up the origin
of the animals in those crates
that got loaded onto the Rio
truck so long ago. Aubry Taylor
kept careful notations of any
animals arriving on the place,
when they had come and from

Po. 2 (Dockside to Ranch)
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where. Since the special exotics
came by ship, the presumption
was that they came from their
native countries. Axis, black-
buck, sambar and hog deer can
all be found in India, but the
sika were labeled Japanese,
eland are African, and the red
deer as well as the fallow deer
were European. Perhaps all the
animals came from some of
America’s big zoos along the
eastern seaboard.

Dr. William M. Mann of
Washington’s national zoo had
visited Bear creek, and hunting
writer Hart Stilwell credits him
as having suggested to Fried-
rich that he stock exotics. Mann
had access to all the species
that Taylor saw come off the
ship. Washington had always
had a thriving herd of axis deer,
and European fallow deer have
also been prolific there. Sambar
was a long-time exhibit. An
English sportsman started
Washington’s herd of European
red deer with the gift of a pair,
after noticing their absence
during a visit to the U.S. capi-
tal. The first Washington black-
buck came in 1987 from the
Philadelphia zoo exchange for
four beavers. The herd of
Indian hog deer originated with
specimens raised in New
York’s Bronx Zoo. Japanese

Levi "Sie

sika had been in the collection
since 1905 and had done so
well that Mann once wrote,
"there is no herd of Sikas in
America that does not have the
blood of our herd in it. "Eland
had a poor record in Washing-
ton, but Mann knew of other
zoos and large private estates
that had better success.

Regardless of where the Bear

Creek animals originated, they
were firsts when they reached
Kerr County. Sie Taylor’s
experience sheds important
light on the beginnings of
exotics in Texas. Other versions
Iand dates may vary, but Sie
‘ Taylor says, "I know what I
saw. If I had known it was
history, I might just have
watched a little closer”.

Taylor today at the age of 70. Taylor stated to
Elizabeth Mungall in her interview, "I know what I saw. If I had
known it was history, I might just have watched a little closer."
Photo courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Taylor.
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Levi Taylor sings a tune with the Texas Travelers in Wichita Falls, Texas, in June 22, 2000. Since retiring, Levi has been active with
this group—playing, singing and song writing
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