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' Denion Gibbens, grandparents of Sibyl

C .RI:S‘.TMAS 1 500 at Glibb.ens Home on Tt ur.tle' .Crelek (AS:elate.c.z’).Anlcli}e.w J;éks;.ﬁ Gibl;en-s and Méry iouise
Bennett Sutherland with daughters (L) Lena Elizabeth (mother of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland) and Saydee Ray. (Standing from L): Francis Newton G.;
Ernest G.;Henry Dutton Taylor Barton w/dau.Gretna, and Adelia Gibbens Barton; Ida Mildred G.; Susan Elleta G.; and Vida Mae G.
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File: Sutherland, Sibyl — Gibbens Family 1900






Sibyl Bennett Sutherland — with her mother, Lena Elizabeth Gibbens Bennett, 1915 ca.. at grandparent’s home on Harper Road.

C:My Documents\Pictures, Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl - with Mother 1915 ca.



1919 ca. - Sibyl, 4, shown here with her mother, Lena Elizabeth Gibbens Bennett
at Honey Creek in Kerr County.

C:\My Documents\Pictures, Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl — 1919 ca. Sibyl, 4, w Mother
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THE GIBBENS LADIES in the 20s in Kimble, TX

(Seated L to R): Anna Adelia Barton and Susan Eleta Ridgaway, (Standing
L to R): Lena Elizabeth Bennett (mother of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland);
Lorita Louise McBride; and Sadie Ray Adair, (two sisters not shown).

C:\My Documents\ Pictures - Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett —Gibbens Ladies
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Sibyl Lucille Bennett Sutherland, age 8, 1923

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — 1923, Age 8




1925 — Bob Bennett, 28, father of Sibyl Sutherland at his job as a newspaperman.

C:\My Documents\Pictures, Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl — 1925, Father - Bob Bennett



1929 - Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, age 14, when she lived in Center Point, Texas.

C:\My Documents\Pictures, Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl — 1929 ca., Sitting on Car



Hill House — The boarding house Sibyl’s mother, Lena Gibbens, (sitting on porch rail) operated in Center Point from 1930-19635.
This was also where the family lived.

C:\My Documents — Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Hill House, Center Point, 1930
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Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, on point, 1930 ca., on the porch of “The Hill House,” her home and
a hotel her mother ran in Center Point. Sibyl took ballet lessons for 8 years.
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File: Sutherland, Sibyl — On Point, 1930 ca.



Sibyl Sutherland, 1934 ca., when she was a student at Schreiner Institute.

C:\My Documents\Word Format Pictures
File Sutherland, Sibyl - 1934



Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, 1939

C:My Documents\Pictures, Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl - 1939



G. C. Sutherland, husband of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, in 1940 when he was 24.

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Husband, G.C. - 1940




1942 — Sibyl Sutherland with her first child, Beau, 9 weeks old.

C:My Documents\Word Format Pictures
File: Sutherland, Sibyl — 1943 with Beau



1945 - Lena Gibbens Bennett Tullis (Sibyl Sutherland’s mother) and her brother, Ernest, after a hunt.

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Mother & Uncle w Deer, 1945









1953 - Stacy Sutherland, son of G. C. and Sibyl, shows off rattlesnake he
killed with his rifle on the Sutherland’s ranch off Harper Road.

C:My Documents\Pictures, Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl — 1953 - Son Stacy with Snake



Bob Bennett, 1956, father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, when he was staying in Kerrville
while he was writing his book, Kerr County History 1856-1956, for the County Centennial.
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File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Bob Bennett, Father, 1956
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File: Sutherland, Sibyl — 1972 Sibyl & Husband, G.C.

A T PR T

i
L3

@

=
4
£}
1
% ]

B
i




ity

1980 - Sibyl Bennett Sutherland (yellow dress) shown here with her family:
(1) daughter, Heather Davis, son, Beau, and husband, G.C. Sutherland.

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — 1980 w Family




Alfred and Delilah Bishop, paternal great-grandparents of Sibyl Sutherland.

(Reproduced from Tintype, undated)

C:My Documents\Pictures — Word Format

File: Sutherland, Sibyl — Alfred & Delilah Bishop



Bob Bennett, father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland in 1925 in San Antonio.

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Bob Bennett in San Antonio



1920 ca. - Bob Bennett, father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, shown here with Jack Dempsey,
when Bennett worked as a sports writer for the San Antonio Express and Evening News.

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Father with Dempsey



Henry Evander Gibbens
(b. March 8, 1834-d. after 1868)
Paternal great-great grandfather of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Gr.Gr.-Grandfather Gibbens



The Jack Gibbens Family, ca., 1915 - (From Left): Vida G. Lowrance; Delia G. Barton,; Susan G. Ridgeway; Mary Louise Denton Gibbens,
(Sibyl’s grandmother); Annie Douglas (in-law); Jack Gibbens (Sibyl’s grandfather),Lorita, G. McBryde; and Lena Gibbens Bennett, (Sibyl’s mother)

at the Gibbens home on Turtle Creek in Kerr County.

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl — Grandparents & Aunts



The Gibbens Family, ca.,1915 - (From Left): Will Ridgaway (in-law); Bob Bennett (in-law), (father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland);, Henry Barton (in-law),
Mary Louise Denton Gibbens, Ernest Gibbens, Jack Gibbens; William McBryde (in-law); Jim Gibbens (Jack’s Brother)
at the Gibbens home on Turtle Creek in Kerr County.

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Grandparents & Uncles
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Book vaer

C:\My Documents
File Sutherland, Sibyl B — Hill Country Teacher Book Cover



On the Cover:

Back Row (r to l): Lola Priour; Sibyl Bennett
(Sutherland), teacher; Orill Wademore; and Rumor Clark.
Front Row (r to l): Barney Klein, Jr.; Billy Fred Klein,
Thomas Dee Hall; and Ramona Snodgrass.

This excerpt is a chapter from the book:

Hill Country Teacher
Oral Histories from the One-Room
School and Beyond

By Diane Manning

This book was published in 1990 by Twayne Publishers of Boston, a
Division of G. K. Hall & Co. It is part of Twayne’s Oral History
Series, edited by Donald A. Ritchie. (41 rights reserved)

C:\My Documents
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett — Hill Country Teacher, On the Cover
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Sibyl Sutherland

Sibyl Sutherland and family ca. 1980.

1 signed a contract out on the Divide that I wouldn’t marry during
the year. And that I wouldn’t wear nail polish or startling makeup.
Can you imagine? I look back and think, “Why did I sign t? Why
didn’t I say, ‘I refuse to sign this thing?’ "

SiByL BENNET SUTHERLAND began teaching in 1935 at the age of nine-
teen out on the Divide between Kerrville and Rocksprings near where
the only one-room schoolhouse in Texas today remains in operation near
the Y.O. Ranch. She interrupted her career to be a wife and mother but
returned to the classroom when the school trustees “started wearing the
hinges off my gate” during the teacher shortage created by World War
I1. She continued to teach until 1982, when she retired from the Kerr-
ville schools at the mandatory age of sixty-five.

Sibyl’s life holds strong images: fainting from hunger after walking ten
miles through the snow to college; sitting in a treehouse with her pupils
throwing crumbs from homemade bread down to the wild turkeys be-
low; writing poetry in the cemetery by moonlight as a young country wife
and mother, a stone’s throw from the derelict poles that would bring
electricity, radio, and washing machine only when men returned home
from war to put them into the ground; the jeers of “Old Lady Suther-
land” hurled by defiant students at the end of a career. From these
images emerges a personality that was often challenged by life’s circum-
stances but ultimately triumphed over them. :

Unlike most of her contemporaries, Sibyl was the child of divorced
parents. Her father was a newspaper man, and her mother ran a boarding
house. Perhaps because of her own experiences, Sibyl's mother encour-
aged her only child to obtain a college degree and be self-supporting. Sibyl
washed dishes and won a work-study scholarship and eventually earned a
bachelor’s degree.

Sibyl displayed some individual characteristics that helped her meet
life’s personal and professional challenges. As the child of divorced par-
ents, she must have experienced financial and other hardships, but she
minimized problems. Similarly, in later life, the “lower community” of
her one-room schoolhouse frowned on dancing and good times, but she
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G. C. Sutherland, husband of Sibyl Bennett S., with Beau, their first child, 1942 ca., in Center Point.
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Lena Gibbens Bennett Tullis, 1928, mother of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland.
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Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, 1%, and her mother Lena Gibbens Behnett, Ai{g 6 I 91 6

C:\My Documents\Pictures — Word Format
File: Sibyl, one-one-half with Mother




Sibyl Lucille Bennett Sutherland & George Charles “G.C.” Sutherland, Aug. 30, 1940
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1955 - Tivy Elementary Schol — 4" and 5" Graders ““Students of the Month” Honor Class. Sibyl
Sutherland’s son Stacy, 9, is second from left, front row.
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Above right: Sibyl Sutherland and her three children.
At left, clockwise: Stacy Keith, Heather Leilani
and Beau Eldred




	1900 - Gibbens Family
	1914 - Parents
	1915 - Sibyl w Mother, 1915 ca.
	C:My Documents\Pictures, Word Format

	1919 - Sibyl, 4, w Mother
	1920s - Gibbens Ladies
	THE GIBBENS LADIES in the 20s in Kimble, TX
	(Seated L to R): Anna Adelia Barton and Susan Eleta Ridgaway; (Standing L to R): Lena Elizabeth Bennett (mother of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland); Lorita Louise McBride; and Sadie Ray Adair; (two sisters not shown).

	1921 - Center Point Class Names
	1921-  Center Point Class, #28, 6 yrs.
	1923 - Sibyl, age 8
	Sibyl Lucille Bennett Sutherland, age 8, 1923

	1925 - Bob Bennett, Father
	1929 - SibylSitting on Car
	1930 - Hillhouse Hotel - Center Point
	1930 - Sibyl 15 yrs
	1930 - Sybl, On Point
	1934 - Sibyl 
	1939 - Sibyl
	Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, 1939

	1940 - Husband, G.C
	1943 - w Beau
	1945 - Mother & Uncle w Deer
	1947 - 32 yrs.
	1948 - 33 yrs.
	1953 - Son Stacy with Snake
	1956 - Bob Bennett, Father
	Bob Bennett, 1956, father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, when he was staying in Kerrville

	1972 - Sibyl & G.C
	1980 - Sibyl w Family
	Alfred & Delilah Bishop
	Bob Bennett in San Antonio
	Father with Dempsey
	Gr.Gr-Grandfather Gibbens
	Henry Evander Gibbens
	Paternal great-great grandfather of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland


	Grandparents & Aunts
	The Jack Gibbens Family, ca., 1915 - (From Left): Vida G. Lowrance; Delia G. Barton; Susan G. Ridgeway; Mary Louise Denton Gibbens,
	(Sibyl’s grandmother); Annie Douglas (in-law); Jack Gibbens (Sibyl’s grandfather);Lorita, G. McBryde; and Lena Gibbens Bennett, (Sibyl’s mother)
	at the Gibbens home on Turtle Creek in Kerr County.

	Grandparents & Uncles
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