
 
 

  CHRISTMAS 1900 at Gibbens Home on Turtle Creek (Seated) Andrew Jackson Gibbens and Mary Louise Denton Gibbens, grandparents of Sibyl 
  Bennett Sutherland with daughters (L) Lena Elizabeth (mother of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland) and Saydee Ray. (Standing from L): Francis Newton G.; 
 Ernest G.;Henry Dutton Taylor Barton w/dau.Gretna, and Adelia Gibbens Barton; Ida Mildred G.; Susan Elleta G.; and Vida Mae G. 
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Sibyl Bennett Sutherland – with her mother,  Lena Elizabeth Gibbens Bennett, 1915 ca.. at  grandparent’s home on Harper Road. 
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1919 ca. -  Sibyl, 4, shown here with her mother, Lena Elizabeth Gibbens Bennett 

 at Honey Creek in Kerr County. 
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THE GIBBENS LADIES in the 20s in Kimble, TX 
 
(Seated L to R): Anna Adelia Barton and Susan Eleta Ridgaway; (Standing 
L to R): Lena Elizabeth Bennett (mother of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland); 
Lorita Louise McBride; and Sadie Ray Adair; (two sisters not shown). 
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Sibyl Lucille Bennett Sutherland, age 8, 1923 
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1925 – Bob Bennett, 28, father of Sibyl Sutherland at his job as a newspaperman. 
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1929 - Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, age 14, when she lived in Center Point, Texas. 
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Hill House – The boarding house Sibyl’s mother, Lena Gibbens, (sitting on porch rail) operated in Center Point from 1930-1965. 

 This was also where the family lived. 
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Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, on point, 1930 ca., on the porch of “The Hill House,” her home and 

a hotel her mother ran in Center Point.  Sibyl took ballet lessons for 8 years. 
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Sibyl Sutherland, 1934 ca., when she was a student at Schreiner Institute. 
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Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, 1939 
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G. C. Sutherland, husband of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, in 1940 when he was 24. 
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1942 – Sibyl Sutherland with her first child, Beau, 9 weeks old. 
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1945 - Lena Gibbens Bennett Tullis (Sibyl Sutherland’s mother) and her brother, Ernest, after a hunt. 
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1953 - Stacy Sutherland, son of G. C. and Sibyl, shows off rattlesnake he 

killed with his rifle on the Sutherland’s ranch off Harper Road. 
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Bob Bennett, 1956, father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, when he was staying in Kerrville 

while he was writing his book,  Kerr County History 1856-1956, for the County Centennial. 
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1980 - Sibyl Bennett Sutherland (yellow dress) shown here with her family: 
(l) daughter, Heather Davis; son, Beau, and husband, G.C. Sutherland. 
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Alfred and Delilah Bishop, paternal great-grandparents of Sibyl Sutherland. 

(Reproduced from Tintype, undated) 
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Bob Bennett, father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland in 1925 in San Antonio. 
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1920 ca. - Bob Bennett, father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, shown here with Jack Dempsey, 

when Bennett worked as a sports writer for the San Antonio Express and Evening News. 
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Henry Evander Gibbens 

(b. March 8, 1834-d. after 1868) 
Paternal great-great grandfather of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland 
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The Jack Gibbens Family, ca., 1915 - (From Left): Vida G. Lowrance; Delia G. Barton; Susan G. Ridgeway; Mary Louise Denton Gibbens, 

 (Sibyl’s grandmother); Annie Douglas (in-law); Jack Gibbens (Sibyl’s grandfather);Lorita, G. McBryde; and Lena Gibbens Bennett, (Sibyl’s mother) 
at the Gibbens home on Turtle Creek in Kerr County. 
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The Gibbens Family, ca.,1915 -  (From Left): Will Ridgaway (in-law); Bob Bennett (in-law), (father of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland); Henry Barton (in-law); 

 Mary Louise Denton Gibbens; Ernest Gibbens; Jack Gibbens; William McBryde (in-law); Jim Gibbens (Jack’s Brother) 
 at the Gibbens home on Turtle Creek in Kerr County. 
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Book Cover 
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On the Cover: 
 
Back Row (r to l): Lola Priour;  Sibyl Bennett 
(Sutherland), teacher; Orill Wademore; and Rumor Clark. 
Front Row (r to l): Barney Klein, Jr.; Billy Fred Klein; 
Thomas Dee Hall; and Ramona Snodgrass. 
 
 
 
This excerpt is a chapter from the book: 
 
Hill Country Teacher 
Oral Histories from the One-Room 
School and Beyond 
 
By Diane Manning 
 
This book was published in 1990 by Twayne Publishers of Boston, a 
Division of G. K. Hall & Co. It is part of Twayne’s Oral History 
Series, edited by Donald A. Ritchie. (All rights reserved) 
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G. C. Sutherland, husband of Sibyl Bennett S., with Beau, their first child, 1942 ca., in Center Point. 
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Lena Gibbens Bennett Tullis, 1928, mother of Sibyl Bennett Sutherland. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C:My Documents\Pictures – Word Format 
File: Sutherland, Sibyl Bennett – Mother, Lena Gibbens, 1928 



     Sibyl Bennett Sutherland, 1½, and her mother Lena Gibbens Bennett, Aug 6, 1916. 
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Sibyl Lucille Bennett Sutherland & George Charles “G.C.” Sutherland, Aug. 30, 1940 
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1955 - Tivy Elementary Schol – 4th and 5th Graders “Students of the Month” Honor Class. Sibyl 

Sutherland’s son Stacy, 9, is second from left, front row. 
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 Above right: Sibyl Sutherland and her three children. 
At left, clockwise:  Stacy Keith, Heather Leilani 
and  Beau Eldred 
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