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The 2010 Tu hdra gets the job done right with its massive towing
capacity and huge 5.7 liter V8 engine. And with 401 ft. Ibs of torque,
Tundra can get you in and out of any situation on the job site.
There are even three cab types to match the right truck to the right

work load. Toyota Tundra. Hard work? No sweat.
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CONVER STORY

2009 Spring/Summer
Birding Calendar

By Shelly Plante

Family-friendly birding events happening all over the state.

Birds, Brush and Fire
By Mary O. Parker

Researchers work on bringing balance back o the Brush Country,
Bird by Bird

By Carol Flake Chapman

For more than 50 years, the Freeport Bivd Count has atiracted sharp-eyed spotiers from all walks of lifa.

Keep Texas Wild
Come Fly With Me

Birds travel across continents 1o find food and warmth.

Visit our online archive at <www.tpwmagazine.coms.
For the latest information on Texas’ parks and wildlife,
visit the department’s Web site: <www.tpwd state.bx.us>.
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CAROL FLAKE CHAPMAN, ...

Austin, didn't realize when she was growing up in Lake
Jackson that she was living in one of the best birding areas
ir. the country. if not the best. However, it should have been
obv:ous, since she lived alongside a ereek, her house was

s

irrounded by woods, and she spent weekend days
= - alongside the gulls and other shore
- & birds at the beach. Birds were
everywhere. Her dad rescued an
injured baBy screech owl, and
Screechie, as she was known,
would perch on her finger and
swivel her head or land on her
shoulder and coo into her ear.
Screechie was successfully released
into the wild, but often came back
to visit, perching on a tree on the
patio and peermg in the window.

£ hAN KLEPPER

Ranch this mcath. “Fresno Ranch has served as my creative
senc:uary for a number of years,” he says. “Some of my
favcrite work has occurred while hiking the ranch and
camping along its canyon. The place has a wild and unusual
charge. It insp-res a creative urge that springs from the gut
and proves very productive once
you let it loose. It’s wonderful to
think that the entire place will now
be conserved by TPWD in
perpetuity.” Klepper, a regular
contributor to Texas Parks & Wildlife
magazine, writes from his home in
the Big Bend region and exhibits
his work at Klepper Gallery in
Marathon. His latest book, 100
Classic Hikes in Texas, is available from
bookstores statewide.
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FROM THE PEN OF CARTER P, SMITH

For some, “The State of the Birds,” may evoke remembrances of an old Alfred Hitchcock movie
of some former renown. Don't let the title fool you, although some of the contents may elicit similar feelings
of fright among those of you who like to pursue birds as a quarry for your optics, lens or game bag.

The State of the Birds synthesizes 40 years of biological data on the nation’s bird populations and distributions
across major habitat types such as wetlands, grasslands and forests. Published by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, in partnership with a suite of natural resources agencies and conservation organizations, the report
summarizes information from long-term data sets such as the North American spring waterfowl surveys, the
North American breeding bird survey, and Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count. In the aggregate, the report
offers the most comprehensive baseline of where we stand with respect to the conservation needs of our avian
species and their habitats.

Let’s start with the good news. Thanks to considerable work by many partners, some former imperiled
species such as the bald eagle and peregrine falcon are doing quite well. So, too, are
many species of hunted waterfowl. In fact, 39 species of waterfowl have experienced
population increases of over 100 percent in the last 40 years. Through a combina-
tion of dedicated funding from waterfowl hunters, strategic management actions
applied throughout their breeding and wintering ranges, and longstanding public and

private sector investments in wetlands restoration and enhancement, our nation’s

waterfowl conservation program is a model for what works.

I wish the same were true for many other avian species. Take grasslands for exam-
ple. Forty-eight percent of our grassland birds, such as the formerly ubiquitous
meadowlark, are listed as of “conservation concern.” Bobwhite quail, arguably the most 7
majestic and sought after of Texas game birds, have declined by 75 percent across its
range in the last 40 years. The lesser prairie chicken, a denizen of the Texas Panhan-
dle, is most ljkely headed for the enda.ngered species list. Two percent or less of our
native tallgrass prairie habitat remains. That which does is fragmented and plagued with
heightened land use pressures.

The report’s findings for birds that are dependent on arid lands and forestlands,
two other prominent habitats in Texas, had similarly dispiriting statistics. So did
pelagic birds that reside in our oceans and migrating shorebirds that depend on our coastal wetlands,
marshes and barrier islands.

All that being said, hope should not be lost. I find it every day in the work Texas Parks and Wildlife biol-
ogists are doing to promote conservation practices on private lands, their efforts to ensure federal farm bill
programs maximize conservation benefits to wildlife, the prescribed burns, wetlands restoration, invasive
species control, and other habitat management practices they apply to our wildlife management areas and
parks. their many partnerships to recover endangered and threatened species, and the research they pursue
in concert with a host of university and external partners.

You, too, can be a part of these conservation efforts. Start by familiarizing yourself with the report at
WWW. stateofthebirds.org. As none other than Teddy Roosevelt once said, “There can be no greater issue than
that of conservation in this country.” I hope you will agree that our lands, waters, fish and wildlife are much
too precious to suffer from inattention.

Thanks for caring about Texas” wild places and wild things. They need you more than ever.

P

e

EXECUTIVE DIREGCTOR
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement:

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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FROM TEXAS GOVERNOR RICK PERRY

During these uncertain economic times, I understand that Texans are working hard to stretch their dol-
lars as far as possible. Thankfully, our state is home to numerous attractions and destinations where families can
stay close to home while enjoying time away from the daily grind without straining their budgets.

Keeping vacations local not only limits the costs and stresses associated with long distance travel, but also helps
keep the engine of our state’s tourism industry running strong.

Texas tourism is a $56.7 billion industry, directly supporting 534,000 Texas jobs — nature tourism is an impor-
tant part of that mix. With more than 93 Texas state parks and historic sites to visit and countless other outdoor
recreation sites, these destinations are the backbone of this essential segment of our state’s tourism industry.

From hunting and fishing to camping and hiking, Texas offers endless options for any outdoor activity.

Home to more than 23 species of game for hunting, the second-largest number of birds (behind only
California) for birdwatching, and more than 2,200 miles of trails for hiking, Texas is a top destination
for those eager to experience the adventures that the outdoors has to offer. In fact, according to a 2006
report by Southwick and Associates, sportfishing, hunting and birding combined contributes roughly $15.8
billion annually to our state’s economy.

Utilizing the infinite outdoor opportunities in Texas, families can not only spend ; pas
valuable time together without breaking the bank, but also learn valuable lessons about }r}f 1S summer, iexas
the outdoors and respecting the resources that enhance our quality of life. fate bai ,l s

Texas state parks are an economic engine in their own right, drawing valuable tourist 3&3@?@?&&%&&
dollars to localities across the state. Just this fall, the Texas Comptroller’s Office conduct- E}e fé{j rs }; ng i ,f') an
ed a study finding that state parks generate an average of $3 million in annual retail sales :
and $1.5 million in residential income in each county where a state park is located. The “rer, gf’?ﬁ n iﬁ to
study also noted the important role parks play in bolstering the state’s quality of life, allgle B L ;i o
whicz]; is an important factor in attracting new businesses and creating new jobs in Texas. inc f’eﬁé{?d‘ f; undi ﬁg

This summer, Texas state parks are in better shape than ever, thanks to increased fund- p rov fld o C" {I@)
ing provided by state lawmakers last session. Rl :

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has expanded the Free Fishing in Ay tf}g{f L azfﬁn(f;{@ rs
State Parks program, waiving certain ﬁshmg license requirements and offering a statewide
series of events that provide equipment and instruction on how to fish. It provides an
extensive trail network known as Great Texas Wildlife Trails that bundles various settings
and experiences in easy-to-access packages while promoting sustainable economic development and wildlife
conservation. TPWD also sustains the Texas Paddling Trails, mapping out seven coastal and eight inland day trips
for kayakers and canoeists at all levels of experience.

This year, May 9—17 marks Texas Tourism Week, which highlights the endless opportunities available to travel-
ers and encourages Texans to take advantage of the activities offered across the state. [ hope that all families look-
ing for a cost-efficient getaway will visit one of our state parks. Their visit will not only bolster this essential com-
ponent to our economy, but also help sustain the incomparable natural beauty of our great state.

Visit www. lifesbetteroutside. org for a comprehensive list of options that TPWD has to offer.

%Qggz 2y

Rick PERRY
TEXAS GOVERNOR

last session.

Texas Governor Rick Perry writes about outdoor issues four times a year for Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.
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LETTERS

THE 31ST ‘CHEAP GETAWAY'
exas Parks & Wildlife magazine left out
one of the best cheap getaways (30
Cheap Getaways,” March 2009). By
skipping San Angelo’s State Park at
O.C. Fisher Lake, the magazine did
not spread the word of the best and
most convenient getaway. San Angelo
may seem way out west, but it is close to
the Hill Country and other small Texas
state parks. The people who work here
maintain a beautiful camping area, and
it is never crowded. Fishing and hunt-
ing are available. The town is close and
full of good food, if campers choose to
leave the area for a day of old West
Texas heaven. Hikes, stars at night, and
beautiful sunsets are just a few reasons
to scoot a little farther west to capture

the g1st Cheap Getaway!

MARY SANDERS
San Angelo

JUST CRAZY ANTS, NOT RASBERRY

live in western Williamson County
Iand have been fighting ants (“Crazy
Ants,” April 2009) for two years. The
exterminators are having a hard time
just staying even with them. When I
moved into my house in June 2005, I
spent a lot of time and money trying to
get rid of the fire ants. I wasn't doing
too well until two summers ago when
the “crazies” moved in.

Within one summer, the crazy ants got
rid of the fire ants and took over my
property and house. They don't build
hills in the yard like other ants do, so it
is impossible to find out where their
nests are. They are under every rock, in
all of the trees, in my workshop, in the
flowerbeds and in the grass. You can
walk out in the yard, look down and see
trails of ants running all over every
where. They don't walk anywhere, it is
always at a dead run in both directions.
The only good thing about them is that

PANS A

NETDEEPAR QB AS SFAROGOEM =0 R - ER EUA DRSS

they got rid of the fire ants, and T haven’t

had any of the crazy ants sting me yet. If

anyone knows how to get them under
control they can get very wealthy.

RAY PAYNE

Georgetown

TPWD RESPONDS: We asked for help from Tom
Rasberry, the discoverer of Rasberry crazy ants.
“Although itis not possible to make a positive iden -
tification without seeing a specimen, the ant that
Mr. Payne has described is probably paratrechi-
na longicornis. This is not the same species as
the Rasberry crazy ant, however, the treatment for
these ants is similar in some respects. We have had
very good results with baiting the lawn area with a
product called Advance Carpenter Ant Bait and
spraying the outside perimeter with Termidor. If

the problem persists, a treatment with Top Choice
or Over and Out may be necessary. Prior to using
these products or any other pesticides, you must

read and follow label directions. [ would recom-
mend contacting a pest control professional.”

Call 800-351-6024 or log on to www.visitelpaso.com

for your free 70-page adventure guide.
El Paso Convention and Visitors Bureau

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 9
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White peacock

“Bring a friend and a shovel” is the
invitation Project Rio Reforestation
extends to Rio Grande Valley volunteers.
Each year about 1,000 people respond
and spend a morning planting native
tree and shrub seedlings on selected
tracts near the river. Since 1934, the
project has restored approximately 552
acres of riparian habitat and native
brushland, creating wildlife ccrridors
that provide animals with access -o food,

water and shelter.

LO # MAY 2009

Reforestation volunteers plant 4.0
species of typically spiny native brush —
ebony, huisache, retama, catclaw acacia,
anacue — across 20 to 30 acres of for-
mer c-op land acquired by the Lower
Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife
Refuge. The volunteers follow a sirategy
of planting 600 trees and shruos per
The

acre in a random assortmer.t.

drought-resistant species receive cnly

rainwater, so some seedlings go decrmant

while getting established.

o Grande Valley.

“It takes about a year to deterraine
what plants have survived,” said Bob
Earry, farming and revegetative officer
at the refuge. “That tract was a farm
field before we planted it, and you
didn't get much wildlife use there.
Now, it’s habitat. If it was still in crops,
the red-winged blackbirds and dickeis-
szls wouldn't be there.”

In a few years, the restored tract
kecomes a dense stand of native brush
that provides quality habitat for birds and

4IWNVESSNN 4704 @ OLOHd
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Veiunteer-restored terrsin
provides crucial habsitat for
wildlife like coyates {(shova)

and ocelots (right).

butterflies, rare or encangered
wildlife like

jaguarunci, as well as for rac-

ocelots and

coons, kobcats and zoycies.

‘When tae Rio Grande Val-
ley became a booming ag-i-
cultural wonderland 10z
years ago, approximatzly g&
percent of the nativz brush
was cleared for farms. Cur-
rent efforts to expenc nat:ve
brushland coincide with tke construc-
ticn of new ho_ses zand malls cn the
one-time farmlanc.

Rio Reorestazion is a zooperative
project of the Texas Fores: Service, U.S.
Fich & Wildlife Service, the Nature
Conservancy, Sabal Falm Audubon
Sanctuary and Valley Proud Znviron-
mental Council It mohilizes a volun-
teer army from schoc! seier.ce classes,
scout troops, :adividuals and civie
organizations to restcre nztve vegeta-
tion. According to Bzr—v, Kio Refor-
estation is one of the a-gest, :f not the
largest, ongoing voluntzer project of the
U.3. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Harlingen volunteer and retiree Dave
Meculder led a Ric Refi-restation crew of
10. “This is about purting native plants in
the ground and getirg the Subl:c aware of
the value of reforestazion,” he explained.

His team, like all th= sthers, divided

duties tc help spe=d the planting along.

The youngest mezsured 10-foct inter-
vals and marked the spots for plarting.
Hole diggers sheveled down 8 10 10
inches, and the plant distributors
dropped in a 4- tc 10-inck 1all szedling,
encased in a thin cardboa-d -ube, near
each hols. The plantsr certered -h=
tree-to-be at th: proper cepth and
backfile= the hol= before lezpfrogging
to the next waiting plent.

The hands-on experience with ha-dy
nat:ve plints pron:pted irterest in trzes
tough encugh to strvive in a challeng-ng
setting without man's help. The
seedlings are grown by lozal nurser:es
and the USFWS from seeds gatker=d in
the wild.

P-oject Rio Reforestation =xpects to
reforest 10,000 Vallzy acres over a
I0C-y=a- period. %

— Eilezn Mcitei

PLENTY FOR
ABIRD LOVER
10 LOVE

Texar. Istand style~
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SIGHTS & SOUNDS
TE_XAS PARKS & WILDLIFE TV AND HAH‘T{?

Sand Surfer

Y

May 3 - 10:

Golf is the draw at Lock-
hart State Park; Caddo
Lake's invasive plant
problem; geology and
ecology of a barrier
island; Daingerfield
Lake; transporting a
shotgun safely.

May 10-17:
Exploring Purtis Creek
by canoe; nature
photographers discover
central Texas; Hous-
ton’s urban parks make
a great escape; Texas
coastal marshes;

Llano Springs Ranch
restoration.

Catching catfish at Choke Canyon State Park.
Watch the week of May 17-24.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television

e,
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local §’ €%% :

PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions.
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv

May 17 - 24:

The last herd of wild
buffalo in Texas;
catching catfish at
Choke Canyon State
Park; restoring tall-
grass prairie in Bell
County; the joys of
jellyfish; sunrise on
the water.

May 24 - 31:
Honoring angler educa-
tor Charlie Pack; Texas
ducks; Copper Breaks
State Park; West Texas
black bear research;
devoting a ranch to
native wildlife; outdoor
learning at Lockhart.

A

Tune into Passport to Texas in May
when we take a trip to Caprock Canyons
State Park, learn how to teach others
the joys of angling, meet birding legend
Victor Emanuel, and so much more.

Hear all our shows anytime at
WWw.passporttotexas.org.
Passport to Texas is your radio guide
to the great Texas outdoors.

iR i

PASSPORT TO TEXAS
Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a

ey,
90-second excursion into the Texas Outdoors. § 'h%
IFind a station near you, or listen on the Web at gﬂ\&

www.passporttotexas.org
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Ride the dunes at Monahans Sandrills.

Some folks jog. Others play
tennis, swim laps or practice
yoga. As for Tom Rodman, an
Odessa attorney, he rides the
dunes at Monahans Sandhills
State Park in West Texas.

“Sand surfing is wonderful
exercise,” enthuses Rodman,
who at 78 may be the world’s
oldest sand-rider. “It's very aer-
obic when you climb up the
hills. Low impact, too, because
of the sand. I also find the sport chal-
lenging. Of course, it’s challenging just to
stay upright!”

Once a week or so, Rodman hits the
slopes with his laminated board, a pro
model that includes foot straps for opti-
mal steering and control. His advice to
newbies: “Lean forward and stay low.
Keep your weight forward. Otherwise, if
you go too fast and get scared, you're
going to fall back.” Rodman also waxes
his board and never goes barefoot (shoes
and socks are a must, he says).

Want to sand surf, too? Give it a try at
Monahans Sandhills, where you can rent
sand disks for a mere buck an hour and
boards for $2. Slopes range from gentle
grades to steep inclines that reach 60 feet
or higher. The park’s 3,840 acres of
dunes — which peak at 70 feet high — lie
within a massive dune field that stretches
some 200 miles from south of Mona-
hans and north into New Mexico.

Though most visitors come to check out
the dunes, the park offers other activities,
too. For instance, horses are welcome in
the 600-acre equestrian day-use area
(hitching posts and water available).
Campers can book a site with water, elec-
tricity and a shade shelter.

Numerous bird species, including
pyrrhuloxias, western meadowlarks,
black-throated sparrows, Swainson’s
hawks and curve-billed thrashers abound
in the park. In early morning and late
evening, watch for coyotes, javelina and
mule deer. Also, note the park’s native
stands of Havard shin oak, which reach
only 3 to 4 feet high.

Az Monahans Sandhills, a laminated

board and riding waves have nothing
ta do with surfing the ocean. Sand
surfing is the craze here, with enthusi-
asts riding down 60-foot inclines.

Inside the Dunagan Visitor Center,
interactive exhibits tell about the area’s oil
production, native flora and fauna, and
the constantly changing dunes. “They're
spectacular when the sun’s setting, and the
wind's blowjng, and you’re walk]ng toward
the sun,” Rodman says. “The sunlight
reflezting off the sand looks like a silver
river running over the dunes.”

Tec reach Monahans Sandhills State
Park, travel I-20 and take Exit 86 to Park
Road 41. For more information, call
432-94.3-2092 or visit <www.tpwd.state
.tx.us/monahanssandhills>. #

— Sheryl Smith-Rodgers
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The lizard that's bf‘ighigreem except when it’s brown.

Crawling up the side of a house, a
green anole (Anolis carolinensis) — long
tailed and slender bodied — stands out.
Quite the opposite holds true if the anole
leaps onto nearby foliage, where — presto!
— its skin may turn from bright green to
drab brown. Or it may not.

No, it’s not a chameleon. The scales of
both chameleons (which do not occur in
North America) and anoles (native to the
southeastern United States) switch color
when temperature, light, mood and
activity change, not surroundings. Green
anoles vary between shades of green and
brown. Several times a year, they shed
their skin.

Tail included, a mature male measures
5 to 8 inches in length (females are
smaller). When defending territory or
courting a lady, he may bob his head and
flare his throat’s dew]ap, a pink fold of
skin. Tails broken off in a skirmish or lost
to a predator typically grow back, though

not as long or perfectly shaped. Adhesive
toe pads (lamellae) and claws enable
anoles to climb vertical surfaces, such as
walls and fences.

Found across the eastern third of Texas,
anoles inhabit most yards and other vege-
tated areas that offer shade, hiding places
and moisture. During the day,
they prey on insects and spi-
ders, which are swallowed
whole. At night, anoles sleep
lengthwise along a stem or leaf.

After mating in spring or
early summer, a female can
store sperm eight months or
longer. Then every two weeks
or so, she deposits one small
egg in leaf litter or soft soil. About six
weeks later, a tiny lizard hatches. If not
snagged by a cat, rough green snake or
some other predator, it may reach the
old age of five years. &

— Sheryl Smith—Rodgers

Anoles change
colors like
chameleons, but
it depends maore
on mood than

surroundings.

Come see what

all the flap’s about.

Your coas

M.rockboft—fulton.org.

uiton

Charm of the Texas Ceast”

)C
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. / E. DAN KLEPPER

Amazing Plants

Little-known fbcts about common flora.

Immediately upon reading the first few pages of Remark-
able Plants of Texas, botanicaphiles like me will give a big
shout out to the book’s author, Matt Warnock Turner.
Turner has done something with Remarkable Plants of Texas
— Uncommon Accounts of Our Common Natives (University of S
Texas Press) that no other Texas botanical publication has done
quite so thoroughly: He has compiled an exhaustive cultural his-
tory of the state’s most common native plants, providing an
informative compendium of facts about favorites like mesquite,
sumac, live oak and yucca. Unlike most sources that provide a taste
of a particular plant’s history only to leave detail-obsessed readers
hungry, Remarkable Plants of Texas goes whole hog.

“There is a simple need to know the names of plants, how to rec-
ognize them, and how to distinguish them from similar species,”
Turner writes. “But once we know what we are looking at —whether
a pecan, prickly pear, or bluebonnet — is there nothing more to
know? Is there anything remarkable or noteworthy about the
plant? Did it play a role in history? Is it useful to humankind? Does
it contain medicinal, psychotropic, or toxic compounds? Is there
unusual ecological or biological information about it? Is it partic-
ularly important to wildlife — birds, bees, or butterflies? Does it
have cultural significance today, and if so, why? In short, what is its

story?” Turner makes answering all of these
| questions an entertaining read, discussing
| over 50 Texas favorites in 300-plus pages.
A good portion of the information
| included in the volume will be new and
enlightening. Read, for example, about
| the unusual history of the huisache, a
plant often considered a nuisance by
many landowners: “Unbeknownst to
many Texans,” wrizzs Turner, “huisache has an amazing histo-
ry in the Furop=an perfume industry. ... First cultivated for
perfumery in Rome toward the end of the sixteenth century,
Acacia farnesiana Secame industrially important in Provence
starting around 18 25. Known as cassic ancienne in French per-
fumery, ths tree is extensively cultivated on the outskirts of
Cannes and near the famous distilleries of Grasse.... Extrait de
cassie, the end result, is one of the more costly scents in the
‘ndustry and is rarely used in its pure state; instead it is employed
o extend and deepen the notes of other fragrances, especially
those involving viclst bouquets.” Sacrebleu! Who knew?

Remarkable Plans of Texas is full of such moments, all of them
bound in brilliant red cloth binding and lime-green end papers.
The visua' appeal of the book and its layout, illustrated generous-
Iy with full-zolor photography, support an encyclopedia of excel-
lent reference mate=ial as well as enhancing a satisfying read, both
valuable assets to aave in any Texas naturalist’s library. #
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Laredo welcomes the 2010 ICF Pro-Tour of Nature Photography and invites you to redisco
the rich landscape and brush country that make this a South Texas haven for nature enthusi

www.v%iﬁﬁaﬁuﬁo .cohn

Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau
1-800-361-3360

2010 Pro-Tour of

Nature Photography:
Texas Borderlands of Laredo

- Competition
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This hardy native blooms when the humidity shoots up.

One day last fall, weather forecasts predicted rain across the
drought-stricken Texas Hill Country. On the horizon, storm
clouds loomed. Sadly, not a single drop fell in our neighbor-
hood. Humidity levels, though, must have soared because
across the street stood a scraggly cenizo, covered with
lavender blooms.

Both rain and moist air can trigger cenizo’s showy flowering.

For that reason, Leucophyllum frutescens has been dubbed the

barometer bush. But hold on — this hardy native with silvery-
green leaves answers to other names, too: Texas sage, purple
sage, Texas ranger, Texas silverleaf and senisa.

Cenizo — Spanish for “ash colored” — occurs in the rocky,
limestone soils of northern Mexico, the Rio Grande Plains,
Trans-Pecos region and western Edwards Plateau. Extremely
drought and heat tolerant, the medium-sized shrub provides

cover for wildlife and nest sites for birds. It’s also a caterpillar

host plant for Calleta silkmoths and

Sunrise
Swim

Discover

Sandcastie :
Birdwatching
Play

Snorkel

Eat

Turtles

Sunset

Discover great values an

discounts on dining

Theona checkerspots. Native Amer-
icans and early settlers once brewed a
medicinal tea from cenizo leaves.

In 2005, state legislators designated
Texas purple sage as the official state
native shrub. (Orape myrtle — origi-
nally imported from China — was
named state shrub in 1997.) A sage it
is not, though. Leucophyllum frutescens
belongs to the figwort family, which

includes toadflax, wild snapdragon
and Indian paintbrush. *
— Sheryl Smith-Rodgers

; SNOILONAOHd Jv @ SOLOHd

I6 * mAY 2009




¥ DOOR BUSTER SPECIALS!—_
DAILY DO o

/ R .

at the BIGGEST outdoor
event of the year!




BY LARRY BOZKA

Y

The low-lying arbor knot will help prevent backlashes.

When all else fails, read the directions.
It took me only about five years to finally
heed that advice.

Inside of five minutes it forever
changed the way I go about affixing line
onto empty fishing reels. I've been
retrieving the benefits ever since.

There is definitely a wrong way to attach
line to a reel spool, or “arbor.” Unfortu-
nately,

it's common to see “hump-

backed” evidence aplenty on the reels of

countless anglers who have yet to learn to
tie the appropriately named arbor knot.
These are fishermen who almost
invarielbly rely upon fis})ing's most oft-
used connection, the improved clinch
knot, for the task of filling reels. As effec-
tive as it is for securing hooks and swivels
to lines and leaders, the improved clinch
knot is a lousy choice for effectively spool-
ing line on the empty arbor of a new or

freshly cleaned reel.

; BIRDING CLAss:c

Proud Sponsors of
the 13th Annual
Great Texas _
Birding Classic

COASTAL PROGRAM

\Rellant
nergy

www.birdinqclassic.orq
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The consequences are most obvious,
and frustrating, when the reel being
“spooled” is a backlash-prone baitcaster.
Spinning reels have stationary spools.
They do not revolve unless forced to do so
by the pressure of a fish pulling on the
drag. Conversely, baitcasting reel spools
make many high-speed revolutions in the
course of a cast.

Effective baitcasting hinges heavily
upon a half-dozen or so factors: the qual-
ity of the reel, particularly the number
and grade of ball bearings included in its
design to enhance casting distance; the
weight of the lure or bait being thrown;
the flexibility (“castability,” in the angling
vernacular) of the line; the taper, or flex,
of the rod; proper weight and size balance
between the rod and reel; the centrifugal
drag setting of the reel; and of course,
the coordination and skill of the caster.

Nothing, though, is more critical than
starting out with the correct line-to-
spool connection. Fortunately, an arbor
knot is extremely simple to tie.

First, attach the reel to the rod upon
which it will be used. Thread the line
through the rod tip and guides, on
through the reel’s vertical line guide,
around the spool, back through the ver-
tical line guide and up to the base of the
first rod guide. Then, tie a simple over-
hand knot (sometimes called a “square
knot) around the line immediately above
where it exits the vertical line guide. Leave
enough slack to tie a second overhand
knot an inch or two above the first. Using
either a sprinkle of water or a quick spray
of Blakemore Real Magic line condition-
er or similar product, wet the line and
cut the tag end of the uppermost knot as
closely as possible.

The angler then need only put enough
tension on the line to smoothly pull the
two cinched-up knots together.

At that point, with the reel spool in a
line spooler (or the pencil-through-the-
line-spool-holding hand of a cooperative
friend), crank the line onto the arbor.
Maintain pressure during application,

either through tension on the line spool

or thumb-and-fo-efinger pressure on

the line above the reel.

Being essentially -lat, the square knot-
on-square knot stack configuration allows
the lin= to lie flat c21 the spool. Lest that
not se2am important, try using a Hula
Hoop with a golf ball glued to one end.

You'll quickly get the concept.

A baitcasting reel’s tension-adjusting
device is called a “zentrifugal brake” for
goac reason. A revolving baitcasting spool
ofter. roes haywire when a tall, multi-
wrapoed improved :linch knot has its way
with ke reel’s centrifugal balancing act.

Mos: line manufacturers include direc-
tzons for the arber snot inside their pack-
ag-ng.
and practice them will pay for itself many

The five m-nutes it takes to read

tines over as tim= is spent casting as
cppased to desperately picking away at
hepeless backlashes triggered by off-bal-

ance rzel spools. 7%
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SOUTHEAST TEXAS

- Fishing, Blrdmg. Huntirg, Cenozing,
Crabbing, The Big Thicket Natioaal

~ Preserve, Swamp Teurs, Botznical
Gardens, Wi dlife Refuges, Stae Parks...

In Beavmont & Port Arthur, Texas, pastmes
include relaxing to the sounds of waves from
the Gulf of Mcmo lappiag al the shorclines,
basking in the sun, riding an airboat througa

~ the marsh areas, tossinz out a crab fine, casting
a rod and reel in either szl or fresh water,
skiing on arca lakes and - vers or huking
througk the Big Thicket Mational Freserve.

- The list of things to do i3 endiess! And w:th

 such wondorful weather year ‘round. veu can
_ experience these activities just about enytime.

BIRDING, HUKTING, FISHING ';Ecorliugls{t_-_;m;smﬁudn
Fishing

+ Inshore and Offshore Fishing
* T'out, Flounder & Redfisk
+ Surf Fishing at McFaddin Beach
» L chted public fishing piers
+ Beat ramps available
Fishing Guides
* Exoerierced guides and crarters
Vew them online: www.portarthurtexas com or www beaumentcva.com

State Parxs / Birding / Recreation / Canoeing

+ McFaddin National Wildlif2 Rafuze

+ Peasure Island Parg

+ Sanine Fass Battlecrounc Statz Fark

+ Sadine Fass Port Authorify Marinz

+ Se3 Rim State Park

» Texas Pcint Nationa Wild ife Refuje

* Bic Thicket National Preserve

+ Village Creek State 2ark

+ Welter Umnphrey State Pak

* Coliers Ferry Park - Neches River
Hunting

+ Mz=addin Wildlife Refuge “Disping Vats'

+ JO Murphree Wildlife Refuge

* Flyng Feathers Bird Hunting

Swamp Tours / Gator Watching
+ Acventuras 2000+
+ Gator Country
+ Sez Rim State Park

For your FREE Visitor Information Packet, contact the Beaumont or Port Arthur Convention & Visitors 3ureau.

PRI e BEAUMONTC s

& Visitors Bureau & Visitors Bureau

Where Oil and Weter Do Mix. Beautitully. www.portarthurtexas.com Tmiﬁs wgg“ A www.beaumontevb.com

pacvo(@portarthurtexas.com SOMETHING 1-8€6-822-0245
1-80D-235-7822 EXTRA.




D (}/VS In the F le / By Wendee Holtcamp
DESTINATION: cranBURY

TRAVEL TIME FROM:
AUSTIN — 2.5 hours / BROWNSVILLE — 8.5 hours / DALLAS — 1.25 hours
HOUSTON — 5 hours / SAN ANTONIO — 4 hours / LUBBOCK — 5 hours / EL PASO — 9.75 hours

| Birds over Broadway

In addition to great birdwatching, Granbury offers a surprising number of entertainment options.

I arrive in Granbury on Friday night, having driven north
from Houston to join my friend Laurie for a three-day week-
end trip full of entertainment, nature and a fascinating
regional history that includes the famous outlaws Jesse James
and John Wilkes Booth.

I had never heard of the town before and I didn't quite know
what to expect. I've traveled through much of the state and have
seen many small Texas towns, but my first glimpses genuine-

ly impressed me. I drove down the Glen Rose Highway right

over Lake Granbury —an 8,500-acre reservoir created when
the Brazos River was impounded in 1969. The view included
a marina, a few waterfront restaurants and a 96-foot double-

deck authentic sternwheeler, which used to run regular cruis-

es on the lake but has since ceased operations.

After driv'mg over the lake, I turned right on Pearl Street
which heads straight through the town's nucleus — Granbury
Square. I've driven through my share of “old town squares”
in Texas, but this one had a charming appeal, and the
reconstructive efforts stood miles apart from others.

The white brick Hood County Courthouse, in the center,
sets the tone with its tall, gray, three-tiered clock tower,
which can be seen all the way from Lake Granbury.
Prominent buildings around the square include the old jail,
now a museum still bearing the foreboding hanging tower,
the native-stone Nutt House Historic Hotel, and a brick
red bank building. The square originally was built starting in
1871, and in 1974, it actually became the first
Texas town square listed in the National Register
of Historic Places.

Laurie and I meet at our HQ) for the weekend
— the Hilton Garden Inn, a posh new 106-room
hotel which has two restaurants, the Great
American Grill and a separate lounge, all set right
on Lake Granbury. Each of the Hilton’s rooms
has a Garden Sleep adjustable bed with beautiful
linen duvets, a refrigerator, mini-bar and
microwave, and high-speed Internet.

We take an afternoon jaunt over to the Paluxy
River, which is a beautiful shallow clear stream
meandering through limestone rocks and known
worldwide for its dinosaur fossils. I stop
serendipitously at the Stone Hut, a small shack
owned by amateur archaeologist Morris Bussey.
It's full of all manner of fossils, geodes, rocks
and other interesting finds. Outside the shack is
a small sand pit that kids can play in to dig up
their share of hidden fossils that Bussey plants
there every day for the kids to find. He regales me
with a bit of the area’s history, and tells me this
weekend is the annual Fossil Mania event in Glen
Rose (last weekend in October), with
collectors from all over the nation.

The next morning we awake and head
to Granbury square for breakfast,
choosing the quaint Nutshell Eatery &
Bakery. Over 40 antique and specialty
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shops line all fou- sides of the square, along with two places
for live family-fr.endly enterzainment, the Granbury Opera
House and Granbury Live theztze. We walk al’ around the
square for & l:tt'e whils, spending scme time looking at
trinzets and books at Pamela & Co. I buy a quarter pound of
fudge, before 1ak.ng a short ~ead trip to spend some time
outdcazs. The §38-acre Cleburne State Park liss just 30
miles south.

Granbury and nearby Clebu-ne are located :n the Cross
Timbe-s and Prairies ecoregicr. Early travelers through
north Texas coinez the narme ‘ crcss timbers” bezause iz once
had swashs of dense forest tha: s_owed cr orevented zasy -ray-
el on the open orairies to the east and west. Georgs W- kirs
Kend:ll wrote in 1841, “The growth of timber s prinz:pel-
ly small gnarled, oost caks and black jacks, and in many
places the treve er will find an almost impenetrabl= under-
grow-h of bri=rs and other thorry bushes.” At Clzburne S:zte
Park, scme of these dense timbered

by the Civil:en Conszrvatior. Corps, who created the park
zzound tae lake. If you're luzky you might spot wild turkeys,
znd in the spring you might ever: hear their mating gobbles.
More commenly, greater roadrunners regularly dash across
the road or the trail. Birders also come to spot the rufous-
crowned sparrow, which likes g-asslands and shrublands in
rocky count-v. Park Ranger Dacyl Lacy says birders occa-
sionally report seeing or hearing endangered golden-cheeked
warblers, which are alss found at nearby Meridian State Park.

After we finish the trail, we hezd back to Granbury square
and get rezdy to be =ntertaned at the Granbury Opera
House. Afer checking out menus at several restaurants,
izcluding the famous Babe’s Chizken House with homestyle
cooking and the casual fine dining Stringfellows, we opt for
dinner and martinis at Hank’s Casual Grill. Laurie has a
lemon drop and I have a chozolate martini. The homemade
salsa rocks my world. and we kave it with tortilla chips,

forests remain. border-ng the 116-
acre, soring-fz2d Cedar Lake.

We perk the car and head down the
White-Tail Eollow Trail, a 3.2-mile
loop :hat leads :longside the lake
before dippir.g down off -he levee and
into t-e woods, z_gzagging back and
forth througa juniper oak, elm,
mesquite, sycamore and ash trees.
The w=ather -s warm and -he _aks has
not a riople, crly reflecting the clear
blue sky and -he Eandful of scattered
puffy white clcuds.

The cark was created ir the 1930s

Junction offers a relaxed, convenient, and affordable
weekend getaway. Enjoy kayaking, fishing, hiking, birding,
hunting, golfing, shopoing, dining, and simply relaxing.

- Experience the friendly small town atmosphere,

itad traffic, gr=at places tostay and eat, wonderful rivers

- and parks to play in,and scenic routes that connect you
0 al= the favorite Texas Hill Country attractions.

Your affordable getaway

www.visitjunction.com
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followed by & necan gorgonzola sa’ad
with raspkercy vinaigrette. Laurie
chooses one of their trademark ham-
burgers, wxica she says is grea:.

I'm not surz quite what to expect
from the Granbury Opera House
show. Tonighi’s live performanes= is sze Could Be a Drezm, a
musical play about Denny and his kigh school frisnds who
form a singing group, and all fall in love witz the same girl.
We sit down ir. the middle of the taeater with an espresso we
picked up from the Coffee G-inder next door. Thz curzains
open and cut come the actors sinyng the fun doo-wop sorg,
“Life Could Ee a Dream.” The qu:lity of the singiny serious-
ly impresses me, and the lightl’_earted p;ay entertains thro no-
out the ho:r and a half we watch.

Plays at the Opera House are pu: on by Texzs Family Musi-
cals, a ronprofit organization striving to prcduce
professional—grade, family-friencly theater while help:ag to
launch the ca-eers of young profe:sionals in musical thzater.
One of the performers has pzrformed on Broadway ir Nzw
York City and several have theater degrees. Plays change
every couplz of weeks, so visitors arz alwavs in for some-
thing differ=nt. Recent plays -ncluce Bram Stoke=’s D-acila,
Ethel Waters' His Eye Is on the Sterrew, and Its a Wonderful Life.

The play lasts nearly two hours, with a brizf intermissicn,
and I enjoy every minute of it. After the play ends, Laurie
and [ shake hands with all the acters and the= heac down the
road to th= '3:oggy Dawg Gril’ and Marina, a local dive right
on Lake Granbury that has live music. Laurie and I have a
couple of Coronas with lime and enjoy some laughter and
good conversation, before turning ir: for th2 night.

The next rorning, we again have breakfas: at the Nuzshell,
one of few places open for breakfast in the square itself.
Today, we Hoth opt for the del-cious Surday buffet with
French tozst. eggs, bacon, biscuizs and gravy, and grits.
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As we sit down, I learn about the place’s interesting history.
Apparently, the man who assassinated President Lincoln, John
Wilkes Booth, may have escaped rather than being killed — as most
history books tell it. Conspiracy theorists believe that Booth was
set up to kill Lincoln and then helped to escape. He then may have
lived in Granbury under the name John St. Helen, a man who
tended bar in the very spot where we ate breakfast. Enough evi-
dence exists that the TV series 20/20 and
Unsolved Mysteries both ran episodes on the
rumors. St. Helen gave what he thought was
a deathbed confession on where to find the
gun that killed Lincoln. The gun was found
just as he said, wrapped in a newspaper detail-
ing Lincoln’s assassination. St. Helen recov-
ered from the illness, and promptly left town.

Turns out, Booth wasn't the only man of
notoriety rumored to have lived in
Granbury. Many believe that the infamous
outlaw Jesse James died in Granbury at age
103, where he had been living under the
name . Frank Dalton. Doctors document-
ed on Dalton a scar on his neck that James
would have had from the time he hung
from a rope before making a miraculous
escape and burn marks on his feet that
would corroborate the rumor that he was
tortured to reveal the whereabouts of his
fugitive brother. The death certificate for
Dalton listed Jesse Woodson James.
Anthropologists even exhumed the bones in 2000 for foren-
sic studies.

The last famous person to have lived and died in Granbury
lived in quite a lot less notoriety: the widow of Texas hero Davy
Crockett, Elizabeth. She moved to the Granbury area after his
death at the Alamo, and her remains are now buried at Acton
State Historic Site, in a I2 —by—QI—foot burial plot not far from
town. Now operated by the Texas Historical Commission, Acton
is the smallest historic site in the state (.OI acre).

Most of the stores in the square are not open on Sunday so
after breakfast, we take a few photos around the square, grab
another mocha at the Coffee Grinder for the drive home,
give hugs and say goodbye.

I have definitely found a charming little town to recom-
mend to friends. I'd never heard of Granbury before I chose
to head this way, but I was impressed with its restoration,
warmth, natural beauty, and outstanding entertainment.

You might just see a future Broadway star performing! 7

DETAILS
¢ Granbury Chamber of Commerce (817-573-1622,
www.granburychamber.com)

¢ Granbury Riverboat (817-279-8687, www.granburyriverboat.com)

* Granbury Square (www.granburysquare.com)

¢ Cleburne State Park (817-645-4215, www.tpwd.state.tc.us/Cleburne)

e Granbury Opera House (817-573-9191, www.granburyoperahouse.net)

 Granbury Live (817-573-0303, www.granburylive.com)

¢ Groggy Dawg Grill & Marina (817-579-9978,
www.groggydawgmarina.com)
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GREAT
N BIRDING!

:. The Texas Hill
Country is a
bird watcher's
v paradise for both
the numbers of
species and the

rare birds sighted
here. Call today for
our Kerrville Area
Birding Checklist.
800-221-7958

U "'m.
G. Brantsfer

: The Best
? Rirds ng Spof

Between
- Hore & There

+ Over a Million Acres of Habitat
« Ferruginous Pygmy Owl

v _Green jay

« Great Semi-Tropical Weather
+_Grooved-bill Ani

 Tropical Parula

v King Ranch Birding Tours

v Botteri’s Sparrows

¥ Sprague’s Pipit

v Crested Caracara

¥ Flycatchers

v Audubon’s Oricle

 Olive Sparrow

« Kiskadee

 Annual Wildlife/Birding Festival
v Le Conte’s Sparrow

+ White-tailed Hawk

Kingg{vil!g

1.800.333.5032
www.kingsvilletexas.com

19008068333 wwwyisimatagoriary [N o APPEARIN

-Area hoteds and BV parks -Unigue shops
-Great restaurants -20 miles of Gulf beaches

Matagorda County A:Ufé_UST 2008 IISSU’E':

Gonvention and Visitor's Bureau
CAL.L. JIM STONE AT
'512-799 1045

OR E-MAIL:

JIM.STONE@TPWD. STATE.TX.US

866-611-HOTT {4688)

- www.seabrgoktotirism.com -
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find more outdocr advént.ﬁr:es foz you and your fam ¥

; hawk watches, brezkfast with the bﬁcié_md owl Ppre

Year-Round Events
Second Saturday of
Each Month

JUDSON
ALAMO HEIGH

Binoculars are provided. All
are welcome. Helps newcom-
ers and beginners lezrn the
birds of the area. 8 a.m. each
month except June, july and

August, when groups meet at

7:30 a.m., Free. (210) 342~
2073; www.saaudubon.org.
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All Month

HOUSTON AUDUBON'S BIR-

DATHON 2009 HOUSTON
AND SURROUNDING AREAS. )//';

Teams gather pledges for the
number of different bird
species they see within a 24-
hour period, competing for
prizes such as gift certificates,
outdoor equipment and bird-
ing tour packages. This is a
pledge drive; call for details.
(713) 932-1639; g
www.houstonaudubon.org. ‘%A ‘e

Every Weekend
(except Easter
Sunday)

BIRDWALKS — BLUCHER
PARK, CORPUS CHRISTT.
Birder-led walks through
Blucher Park and the expan-
sive lawns of the homes across
the street from the park.
Blucher Park is the site of
large spring migrant fallouts.
Free. (361) 44.3-0744;

www.ccbirding.com.

Every Wednesday -
Saturday

GUIDED BIRD WALKS —
GOOSE ISLAND

STATE PARK.

Spend the morning with

birding experts as they lead a i l VIDAVERDE

W’jlkt}tgoﬁg};ﬂliﬂ?kéi;;“’ FAMILY FESTI S
fying the binds of the VAL — QUINTA Lk

Coastal Bend. 8 a.m. Free
with park entrance.
(361) 729-2858;

www.tpwd.state. tx.us/park.

MAZATLAN WORLD BIRDING
CENTER, MCALLEN.
Celebrates Earth Day with
activities including live birds of
prey shows, live reptile shows,
music, food, art shows, speaker
series, green expo and more!
9:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. Free.
(956) 681-3370;
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APRIL 17-19

15 TH ANNUAL
MIGRATION
CELEBRATION —

[LAKE JACKSON.

This event includes
informational booths,
exciting speakers and
birding field trips of the
area’s diverse habitats
including coastal prairie,
hardwood forests and south-
ern bayous along the Central

a

Flyway. Coost varies.
(866) 403-5829;

migrationcelebration.org.
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FESTIVAL ON THE BAYOU —
HOUSTON AUDUBON'S SIMS

BAYOU URBAN NATURE
CENTER, HOUSTON.

Come celebrate International
Migratory Bird Day with the
Houston Audubon Society. Fun
for all ages. 10 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Ticket prices vary, available in
advance or at the door.

(713) 640-2407;

www.houstonaudubon.org.

-
MAY 2 AND 23

DAY ON THE BAY WETLAND
KAYAK TRIP — MATAGORDA
BAY NATURE PARK.

Escape from the everyday world
while paddling through a
unique natural wetlands habitat.
Discover why Matagorda Coun-
ty is number one in the nation
for bird species diversification.
Bring water shoes, sunscreen,
bug spray, water and snacks for
this two and a half mile excur-
sion. 9 a.m. — I p.m. $50 with
boat and equipment rental, $25
with your own boat and equip-
ment. Additional dates: June
20 and August 15. Ages 8 and
up. (512) 369- 474.0;

www.lera.org/matagorda

GUIDED BIRD WALK —
LEWISVILLE LAKE ENVIRON-
MENTAL LEARNING AREA,
LEWISVILLE.

Accompany a master birder on a
guided hike for birders of all
skill levels. 7:30 a.m. $5 per
person, reservations required.

Ages 10 and up. (972) 219-
3930; www.ias.unt.edu/llela.
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5TH ANNUAL BIRDATHON —
MITCHELL LAKE AUDUBON
CENTER, SAN ANTONIO.
Annual fundraising event
where birders raise pledges
based on species seen. Expert
guides make this event fun

for birders of all experience

levels. Call to sign up or for
details. 7:30 a.m.
(210) 628-1639;

www.mitchelllakeaudubon.org.




DRAGONFLY DAYS FAMILY
NATURE DAY — VALLEY
NATURE CENTER, WESLACO.
Crafts and games, nature walks
and lectures. $3 per child, adult
admission is free with child
admission. 10 a.m. -2 p-m.
(956) 969-2475;

www.valleynaturecenter.org.

. __oﬁ dragontlies, ﬁeid trips to d]f— .

 (956) 969-2475:

 RANGH OPEN HOUSE —

 (512) 264-1741;

my 30

May 21 ~24

ferent nature destinations, seml—
nars and Iots of opportumtles to
see birds, butterflies and, of

course, dragonﬂies Cosf'v‘aries 2

:dependlng on act1v1ty

HIEL COUNTRY.
~ The Texas Hill Country N ture
PhotographyAllmnce"'_._ pen
 the ranch gates to visito hmg ;

_ to see what nature photogra hy is

all about. Visitors must contact
each ranch md1v1dually in

ariwmce to reserve space. FI‘EE

-hilleountryphoto o

WINGS OV R TE ﬂ.w “ETL’%\D‘)
— MATAGORDA BAY

PATURE PARK. :
]omus for a beginners' program o

on blrdmg Learn about bm‘hng e

_equipment and migration

routes, how to identify common
Texas bird species and why birds
are considered envuomnental
indicators. Binoculars prov:{ded
upon request 8am. -10a. m.

: $IO per person. All ages wel- :
 come. (512) 369- 4740;

- www.lera, org/matagoré_la
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TUESDAY - FRIDAY
THROUGH AUGUST

KIDS MATURE DISC
CAMP — QUINTA MAZATT AN

WOR "D BIRDING
MCALI =N.

. Child=en wil_ discover the
wonders of natare during each
weeklong summer camp.
There is a new zamp each wzek
for chilcren ages 6-12. 9 a.m.
~12 nocn. $6C per child/per
week. (956) 681-5370;
www. i a:ntamazatlan.com




BIRDS, BAYOUS, AND
- BEYOND — HOUSTON
AUDUBON'S SIMS BAYOU
URBAN NATURE CENTER,
HOUSTON. .
Get ready for some birding
‘fun and adventure. Our most
_popular camp is back with

new activities and new birds to
discover. 9:30 a.m. —3:30
p.m. $125 for non-members,
$100 for members. Ages 8 —
12. (713) 640-2407;

www.houstonaudubon.org.

JUNE 25

INTRODUGTION TO

ORNITHOLOGY — EDITH L.
MOORE NATURE SANCTU-
ARY, HOUSTON. .
‘The first in a series of classes
to study the remarkable phﬁi-
ifj'lbgy of bﬁ‘ds that makes tho;m

such amazi creatures of

JULY 14 -17
KIDS NATURE PHOTO
CAMP —VALLEY
NATURE CENTER,
WESLACO.

Contactwcenter for more
information. Ages 8 —I3.
(956) 969-2475;

mwv.val]ey‘naturecenter. org.
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MARCH 2008. ANIMALS FLEE AS AN INTENSE FIRE RAGES, BURKNING

THROUGH 95 PERCENT OF THE 15,000-ACRE CHAPARRAL WILDILIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA (THE CHAP). THE HEAVY FUEL-LOAD OF GRASS

AND THICK BRUSH AT THE CHAP INTENSIFIES T

AND SPAWNS A STAND-ALTERING BLAZE.

In a press release, TPWD Executive Director Carter Smith
responds by telling us: “Obviously, we are concerned about
the short term impacts at The Chap from this wildfire, and
we should be. But, the bigger story I think is whether these
sorts of intense wildfires will be a growing pattern through
South Texas.”

Now, over a year later, the embers have cooled but Smith’s
words still linger, leaving us to ponder this “bigger story.” In par-
ticular, we wonder how South Texas' birds, some of the littlest
wildlife, would fare in the face of more big fires like this one.

In order to understand the possible effects on the region’s
winged creatures, we must first understand how they've
already been affected by habitat changes. You see, both this
bigger story and its bird tale begin with sheep.

It is said that Sierra Club founder John Muir likened
sheep to “hooved locusts who kill more than they eat.” This
is especially true if there are too many in a place that cannot
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sustain t=em all. Such was the
case in Scuth Texas iz the late
1800s, wken more than 2 mil-
lion sh=ep grazed ths region.
Ecologisis believe heavy grazing
by the sheep during -his period
reduced grass competition and facilitated a relatively rapid
expansion o brush in South Texas. Much of the more open
grassland hebitat oresent at the time of Anglo settlement
changed to a denser brush community favoring sgecies who
preferred the k-ush ard reducing densities of grassland
dependent wild ife

Next on orar L5t of lezding characters in our bird tale are
cattle. Once sh=ep grazing on a larz= scale fail=2 and the
grasses became less abundant, rancazrs increasingly turned
to cattle, an:mals that aze both grazers and browsers.

As cattle browsed, they consumed large quantities of
mesquite bean and helped spread it across the rzage, fur-
ther increasing krush density. However, what was good for
cattle business was unfortunate for grass.and birds; when it
came to the bear, part of what went in the steer also came
out. The habitat alteration that begzn ir earnest with large
numbers of shzzp continued with the prolifiz mesquite



seed-dissem:nation o- the cattle.

Erter our third caaracter: fire. As settlers continued
establishing a vested interest in the region, it became
iraportant to protec: those inter2sts from burning. Natural
fires were a major part of the ecosystem and helped mold the
spe dens:ties and distributions across the region. The
natur:zl fires and dry zlimate generally created a region with
extensive grassland/brushland landscapes. Following Anglo
setlement, flames were no longer al_owed to quicken, and
the centuries-old procreation cy:les of native grasses were
skorz-circuited. At the same time. nazure’'s method of brush
control was thwarted

Today, while the sheep are rnos*.ly gone and, according to
Lzznard Brennan of the Center for Quail Research in
Kingsville, many renchers have reducec czttle grazing pres-
stre man is still suporessirg fire.

Sc far our hird tale kas taken vs from too many sheep destroy-
irg tco much grass, to too many cattle plantirg too much
raescuite, to too _ittl2 burning going on. It’s led us smack dab to
whers we are today, which, accordirg to Smita, is: “The tremen-
cous amount of brush that we now sez in South Texas was not his-
tarically present -here, but has buil- up over time as a result of
cvergrazing, changing land use patterns, and suppression of fire.”

What was h:storically
present there? While eary
accounts often conflic:,
most likely yesterday’s Brush
Country was a healthy m:x
of brush mot-es with patch-
es of native grasses. One
account describes its pre-
European setilement state as
a prairie with grass as high as
a man on horseback. Ho Harris’s hawk
ever, this part of our tale is
probably taller than the grass and aas grown with the t=lling.
The truth s that many his-orians egree that what early Euro-
pean settlers, whe often Fad no ot-er basis of comparisen,

were calling prair.es were really interspersed grassy a~eas of
) [ g

50-100 acres (wich man-on-horsekack-high grass in very

wet, very rare years).

Sliff Shackelford, TPWD norgame ornithc-logist. says
that while :he mix betwezn brush anc grass wasn't necessar-
ily even, “the-e wes certzinly a lot mcre native grass than we
have now. [t’s also a safe be: that tke brush dida't blanket the

large areas that it does today. Fire kept the woody species
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from soreading Since modsrn THE TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF BRUSE Tl

humans have suapressed fire, and
some have almost 2liminated fire, the
woody species have spread north.’
While no one is comfortable say-
ing for sure exactly who the ar=a’s
frequent fliers were before sheep,

cattle and man’s vestec interests

PATTERNS, AND SUPPRESSION OF FIRE.”

changec. the hzkitat, they will say
there wes more civersity.

As the woody plant species have
moved north, Skackelfard says, SO
have the birds that neec woody brusk cover, like the long-
billed thrasher blive sparrow and green jay. “Species that
like me=squite, huisache. retama and dozens of other scrub
species are inch:ng northward thanks to fie suppression,”
he says. “What's in shcrt supply after fire suppression are
larger grasslancs or savannahs where so many grassland
birds ekound, :rcluding more than a dozen overwintering
grassland specizs.”

36 & way zaoo

WE NOW SEE IN SOUTH TEXAS WAS
NOT HISTORICALLY PRESENT THER=
BUT HAS BUILT UP OVER TIME AS ARZSULT OF

OVERGRAZING, CHANGING LAND USE

2

Olive sparrow

Tom Langschied, coordinator of
the South Texas Wintering Birds
Program in Kingsville, has also

noriced these trer.ds.

“"We've seen a Hig expansion of
brushland bi~ds such as Harris’s
hawk, whize-tipoec dove, great
kiskadee, green jay, long-billed
thrasker and the Audubon oriole,’
Largschied says. “This is becausz
the brush has become like z bridg=
that allows the birds to travel further
north than they usea to 2¢ able to. There's always been a brush
component to South Texas, but as brush has become mor=
abundant, the cover is giv:ng arushlard birds mors mobility.”

These dave, the historical proportion betw=en grassland and
brushland species is long gone. But, with mcre fires like th=
one at The Chap, the proportion we'rz seeirg today could
become mcrz balanead.

“It’s hard -o say waat things would be like with more fire,”

o



Langschied says. “I do think, though, that with a more even mix
between brush and grasses there would be more diversity, and
overall, it’s best to have a healthy mix of both.”

Shackelford points out the benefits. “I'm a big fan of fire and
what it does for birds,” he says. “More frequent cool-burning
fires would maintain a healthy grass cover that would keep
woody species from encroaching and dominating after shad-
ing out the grasses.”

Already, says Langschied, birds such as loggerhead shrikes,
and American kestrels are doing better because of it. David
Synatzske, manager of The Chap, says fire is also beneficial for
quail. “In the long run the quail will do better because the fire
thinned things out,” he says. “They don'’t like it much when the
brush gets too thick and do better when it's a good mix of
nesting cover and brush.”

Brennan agrees, and says that when conditions get too thick,
“some form of disturbance is needed to reset [them] back to a
point where they are favorable for quail.”

‘While mourning doves currently flourish in South Texas,
they would be expected to do even better with more fire,

“I think that the fire itself created a habitat that we haven't had
in a long time,” Synatzske says. “Now the dove will be able to
find the seeds that had been covered up by other vegetation.
Immediately after the fire there were easy pickings.”

However, there's another side to the story. More fires in
South Texas would likely have a negative effect on the brush-
loving species that have been reaping benefits from fire
suppression. Langschied considers the Audubon oriole,
which “has been on a consistent northward roll,” to be “one
of our best indicator species of how fire in the area would
affect brush birds.”

Langschied is one of the researchers taking part in a joint
study between Texas A&M University—Kingsville and the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. The study has just
begun to take a closer look at how the March 2008 fire
affected the birds at The Chap.

cardinal would be hurt by the fire in the short term, and
species like mourning dove, Cassin’s sparrow, black-throat-
ed sparrow, and pyrrhuloxia would benefit.

Ortego is careful to use the word speculate because, in our
bird-tale portion of the “bigger story,” nothing’s simple.
There’s yet another set of variables to consider: The ghost
of past grazing practices has left the footprint of non-native
grasses on the region.

“Unfortunately, a lot of times after fire, what comes back
are non-native, or exotic, grasses instead of natives,”
explains Langschied. “If fire goes through and all of a sud-
den these invasive grasses become more dominant — you
know these grasses that were planted to ‘improve the range-
land’ — if these take hold instead of the natives, then that
could affect diversity.”

“Exotics tend to dominate and take over,” he adds, “resulting
in the sort of homogeneity that doesn’t provide the variety need-
ed to sustain a good variety of grassland birds.”

So, as our tale comes to an end, just how does it end? How
would more fires in South Texas affect birds? What we do know
is that more fires would probably increase diversity by creating a
better balance between grassy and brushy areas. We also know that
more prescribed fires would be the best way to achieve this,
rather than more intense, stand-altering fires like the one at The
Chap last year.

Beyond that, we know little for sure when it comes to South
Texas birds and fire. That's why, says Ortego, researchers are
looking to the upcoming study to provide more information and
help them “develop a
defensible hypothesis.”
Thus, as we bring this
portion of the bigger story
to a close, it appears that
much of it still remains to

be told. %

“I'm particularly going to be watching what’s (
going on with the Audubon oricle,” Langschied
says. “This bird has had some of the highest counts
at The Chap of anywhere in South Texas in previ-
ous Christmas bird counts. Because this bird
needs some brush for cover and nesting, the

Audubon oriole could
almost be the poster child
in terms of how fire
affects brush birds.”
Brent Ortego, TPWD
wildlife diversity biolo-
gist, notes the effects of
the reduced density of
woody vegetation due to
the Chap fire. “You
would speculate that
species which prefer
dense woody vegetation
like black-crested tit-
mouse, Bewick's wren,
long-billed thrasher, olive

sparrow and northern
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The Freeport count is something of a legend among

birders, and though I grew up in this part of the world, and
my dad often participates, this will be my first count. I'll be
joining the oldest and largest ongoing citizen-science
project of its kind in the world.

Like the other counts, now more than 1,500, that take place
around the country between mid-December and early January,
the Freeport count will take place over a period of 24 hours,
though almost all counting is done from dawn to dusk. The
objective is to count every bird spotted within a radius of 15
miles, and there is an undeniable element of competition
involved among different counts.

As Mike Austin, one of the Freeport organizers told me:
“There’s always the excitement of seeing a bird that hasn't
been on the count before. But the competition is really to get
as many different ones as you can.” The top count is decided
by the total number of species recorded rather than the total
number of birds.

‘While the Christmas Bird Count
itself has been going for more than
a hundred years, the Freeport count
was started 52 years ago by birding
luminary Victor Emanuel when he
was just I6 years old. As it happens,
birds, like humans, prefer to winter
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in warm coastal areas, and California and Florida topped the
count lists before Freeport entered the fray. But Freeport
includes a remarkable diversity of habitat within its range, from
beach and marsh to coastal prairie and bottomland forest. In
1972, the Freeport count hit a record total of 226 species, and
the count began to top the national list on a regular basis, until
a new count, centered on the sparsely populated Mad Island
area, just down the coast, took the crown. Emanuel still
participates in the Freeport count, and I'll be joining his team
during the latter part of the day.

I arrive at a parking lot on the edge of downtown Freeport,
and the rest of the team I'm joining for the first part of the day
is already there, plotting strategy. The area to be covered in the
count is divided up into 10 sections, with a team assigned to
cover each section. I'll be starting out in the mostly coastal
Section 7, headed by birding veteran Elric McHenry, who has
been part of the count since 1961.

“This is as good as it gets, weather wise,” says McHenry.
“We've been here in pouring rain
and when it’s been cold and icy.”
McHenry is wearing knee-high
rubber boots, in preparation for a
tromp through the marshes. Last
year, he said, one of his team left a
boot behind in the mud.

McHenry dispatches a couple
from Houston to cover the tiny
town of Quintana Beach, where
there is a small bird sanctuary and
some nearby wet meadows. I'll join
McHenry and Leonard Frost, a
five-year veteran of the count, as
they scour a marshy area under the
main bridge to Quintana and then
a stretch of Bryan Beach.

“After doing the count for so
long,” says McHenry, “I look for
the same birds in the same places.”

MeHenry begins to add to the
count with the rails he spots deep in
the marsh. We pile in McHenry’s
four-wheel-drive vehicle and slow-
ly prowl down the beach, and I get
carried away by the sight of dozens
of sanderlings, the little windup
birds that enliven the beach. It’s
heartening to see so many, just
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months after the far edges of Hurricane Ike roared though.
We count all manner cf gulls as we go alor.g, and I'm amazed
at how fast McHenry can identify and number the birds skit-
tering alor.g the ground or swooping by in the air. Birds are
identified by markings, behavior and aakitat. But this is an
art, learned over time, as color and markings can vary,
cepending on season &s well as age and sex.

We come to a new cut along the beach formed by Hurricane
Ike and determine that we won't be zble to cross. This is a
spot, however, where McHenry usually spots a numker of
snowy plovers, so we szt out on foo: for a closer look. I lag
behind and spot a birc that looks son‘.eth:ng like a terri, but
[ suspect is rot a tern. | mention it to M:Henry and Frost,
and they agree to take a laok. And as -hey backtrack, McHen-
ry spies one, then two then 12 snowv plovers! My bird is a

killdeer, which should be more app-cpriately called a ‘kill-

dee,” says McHenry, imitating the bird's distinctive call.

And now it's time for me to brave the Freeport Jetty, which has
g‘alned a reputation as the toughest assignment in the count,
evar since famous birding author Kenn Kaufman, then a
ncvice, was swept off the jetty back in 1973, along with an
exoensive telescope. This year, only one volunteer is stationed
on the jetty, and he’s clearly a hardy sort. When I reach the end
of the jetty, trying to avoid the waves that crash over the boul-
ders, David Sarkozi of Houston is sweeping the distance with his
binoculars. I try not to distract him as he explains that his day
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jo.b is rﬁanégmé public :;‘a.fety systems .f:ér the Houston police
department and that he took over the jetty assignment I0
years ago.

Sarkozi points out the buoys that mark the outer edge of the
boundary for the count. “It’s been a challenging morning,” he
says, ducking the spray from a wave. “This jetty is legendary. This
is extreme birding.” I can't disagree, as I try to find a spot to
avoid getting soaked or swept off my feet.

“There’s a sandwich tern,” he says. He’s scanning even as he
speaks, and he stops, puts down the binoculars and peers into
the scope. “Is that a black-legged Kittiwake?" he asks, his voice
changing pitch. “Look at the M-shaped pattern. Yes!”

It turns out that not only is this an unusual bird to spot on the
jetty, it’s the first one he’s ever seen. It’s not often, he says, that
veteran birders coming to the same spot will add a bird to their
lifetime list.

“I deserve a kittiwake,” he says, “after all these years out here!”

Meanwhile, the last two anglers that have been braving the
waves at the end of the jetty finally give up, shaking their heads
and gathering their gear.

I leave Sarkozi to his extreme birding and head to the Peach
Point Wildlife Management Area to meet Victor Emanuel and his
team, who have been combing the refuge all morning, with some
heartening results. Over a picnic lunch, Emanuel, who leads
birders on tours all over the world, talks about why he keeps
coming back for the Freeport count.

“One of the great things of the Christmas
Count, it's been done over 100 years,” he
says. “It's something that you do over and
over, and all these memories come back. It
becomes a thread through your life. You
see the birds that are like old friends.”

Over time, the data recorded by the
counters, and entered in a central data-
National

base maintained by the

Audubon Society, reveal long-term trends in the numbers and
ranges of birds, showing declines in many species. The data can
also reveal a recovery, as with the brown pelican, which had vir-
tually disappeared from the area.

“I'll never forget when I saw my first brown pelican,” says
team member Fred Collins, whose first count was in 1969,
when he was age 20.

After lunch, the team covers the grounds of a schoolyard and
then forms a small convoy to survey areas along the streets.
Vehicles screech to a halt as Victor sees something in a large
grove of oak trees on a vacant lot. Emanuel is a pied piper of
birds, I think, as I look around at what seems at first to be some
bleak winter branches and brush, and suddenly it is full of
rustling and chirping bird life. One bird in particular draws
Emanuel’s attention, and he patiently directs me toward an
impenetrable pile of brush.

“Watch for how the wings seem to shudder,” he says. | peer
through the branches and finally see a small brown bird with a
rust-colored tail and white ring around its eye. It's a hermit
thrush, according to Emanuel. There is something very
appealing about this plain brown bird, and I'm transfixed.

Later, as the sun begins to set, we travel past a gate along
some large fields in search of a short-eared owl that has been
spotted there before. Though we don't see one, we do see a vast
flying squadron of geese in the distance, numbering in the
hundreds, a reassuring sight that seems to stir some ancestral
memory of abundance.

It’s finally time to stop as darkness falls. A couple from
Houston participating in their first count are still exclaiming

over the thrilling sight of a scarlet tanager earlier that day.
They'll be back for the count next year, they say.
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That evening, all the teams assemb’e at & local hall for the
Countdown, or toting up of all the birds of the day, by species
and number. The ritual incluces wha: Mike Austin calls the
Court of Inquisition, which s d=signed to cuestion -he rare
birds that have been spotted during the day. The official
compi]ers, Mike Austin and Victor Emanuel, are joined b:,r
expert local birdsr Ron Weeks.

First come the most common birds, seen every year, then the
species at least three out of five years. And finally the rare birds,
of which one wil_ be declared the “bird of the count.” Emanuel
looks at his checklist, and species are called out, uncil a total of
200 are mentioned, a respectasle and reassuring numbe=
following a major hurricane.

Those who have seen unusual birds describe them witk the
intensity of a witness testifying in court. I'm a little
disappointed that Sarkozi’s kit:iwake does not pravail as top
bird over a ringzd kingfisher.

With the Mad Island team counting more than 23C species
again for 2008, it's clear that Freeport may never regain its
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crown, as more and more peoplz anz more industrial plants
crowd into the coastal prairie. 3ut I'm still thinking about
the moment when tkose little snewy plovers appeared,
amost like magic, out cf nowkere and about that elusive
hermit thrush, so plain and yet so remarkable. I later learn
that the song of herm:r thrush is considered by many bird-
ers —1e most beautiful cf all. I listen 1o a recording of its
pure, plaintive song, and I real:ze whv the bird count has
warzed for so long. This is the way it happens for birders,
succumbing to this passion and this work, bird by bird.
Anc this is why every aird counts. %
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Birds travel across continents to find food and warmth.

»0ON THE WING

i) ON A CHILLY WINTER DAY, have you ever wished you could just fly
il away to a place that's warm and sunny? Every year, millions of birds
travel distances from a few miles to thousands of miles in search of
more food, a better place to nest. milder weather or longer days.
Many birds from the northern United States and Canada fly south to
spend the winter in Texas. Some species travel further down to
Mexico, Central America and even South America. Birds have natu-
ral instincts that tell them when to migrate. Just like you remember
=] the way home from school, birds follow the same routes every year.

Red-breasted mergansers

WWW.TPWMAGAZINE.COM
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About half of the 634 bird species found in Texas migrate. Some
birds from Canada and the northern states spend the winter in
Texas. Some birds spend warm months here, then travel farther
south during winter. For example, the yellow-billed cuckoo spends
April through October in Texas, but migrates to the tropical forests
of South America for the winter.

There are several reasons why
birds migrate: to find more
food, to find nesting space, to
find milder weather and to
enjoy longer daylight hours.

rds use landmarks such as mountains, rivers, coastlines (“topography”)
to find their way, but they use other means as well. They seem to have an
inner compass that helps them stay on course. Birds may also use the
position of the sun during the day or the stars at night to guide them.
h in climate and ecology as well.




Birds inherit traits to help them migrate. Birds can sense changes in
the length of the day and sunlight. Before birds begin migration, they
start to eat more. Some build up enough fat to fly across the entire
Gulf of Mexico in one day! Many migratory birds also have longer,
more pointed wings and weigh less than non-migratory birds.

looked up ﬁo see a “V” farﬁlatiun .I:.If migrati.ng birds? Tiwse ﬁefé
probably geese, ducks, pelicans or cranes.

ARE WE THERE YET?
ARE WE THERE YET?
ARE WE THERE YET?

| Most of the migrating birds we s

and the lﬂrssissippr Flyway.
online to see maps of these rout

don’t return the following spring. Some accidentally fly into

buildings and high wires. Some are killed by predators (including
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~»BIRD BRAINS

MEET AN ORNITHOLOGIST (BIRD BIOLOGIST) AND A FUTURE BIRDING

GUIDE. THEY FELL IN LOVE WITH BIRDS WHEN THEY WERE YOUR AGE!

|CLIFF SHACKELFORD /~

A lifelong Texan, Cliff Shackelford’s
interest in birds started when he was 9
years old. While walking through the -
woods, he spotted an incredible black-
and-white woodpecker. He visited the
local library and found a guidebook
and found the bird — the pileated
woodpecker. He checked out that
guidebook so many times that his par-
ents finally bought it for him. His pa
ents thought Cliff would outgrow th
interest, but he never did. Cliff became
an expert who works for TPWD. Cliff
says he'd love to spend every day
observing birds in the wild, but he
spends a lot of his time speaking on
behalf of birds. Cliff says beginning
birders need a bird book and binocu-
lars, but should look not only with
their eyes, but also with their ears.
You can see if your family wants to
build a wildscape to attract birds, with
a birdbath and a feeder. Then you can
watch birds while you eat your break-
fast, just like CIliff!

»» WILD MATH

) Madison, Wi

Houston, TX

San Salvador,
El Salvador

o Cotambin

Purple martins can migrate from Madison, Wisconsin, all the way to
Bogotd, Colombia. If the distance from Madison to Houston is 1,226
miles, from Houston to San Salvador, El Salvador, is 1,176 miles, and from
San Salvador to Bogotd is 528 miles, how far does the purple martin have
to fly during its migration? Can you create another “migration math”
problem to challenge your friends?
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iy JESSE HUTH|

Jesse Huth, a 17-year-old homeschooler,
has already made an impression on Texas
birders. For a recent Eagle Scout project,
Jesse built a large bird blind on a nature
refuge in his hometown of Wimberley. A
neighbor took Jesse under her wing when
he was six, teaching him to identify birds
by silhouette, calls or songs, and field
marks. Jesse sat on that porch every
morning, and says it quickly became the
best part of his day. At age nine, Jesse
competed in his first birding contest, the
Great Texas Birding Classic. With a team of
friends, they find as many bird species as
they can along the Texas Coast. “Birding is
something that can sound dull until you've
tried it,” Jesse says. “You just can't
believe how many different species of
birds there are and how much fun it can be
trying to find them all. It's like a treasure
hunt. Find some binoculars and just watch
for awhile — you'll be amazed at what you
can see in your own backyard!” Jesse will
attend Texas A&M University and hopes to
become a professional bird guide.

{TH:
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Visit www.tpwmagazine.com to download
a printable PDF, access lesson plans, find
additional resources or order copies.
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» vistas of the Big Bend in south-

Texas have inspired many works of
‘over the last century. Alongside |

mite, Yellowstone and the Grand

yon, the regions austere beauty and

sual topography are equal to any
uné throughout the continent.

But this vast swath of the northern
Chihnahuan Desert also generates a

unique draw all its own. The angst

embcdied in the region’s voleanic

upheaval conjures an allure beyond the
canvas, compelling artists from across the

couniry to abandon creature comforts

and move to the Big Bend. Here, many

artists live in stone ru campers, tents
and caves, contending with the intense

heat, the winter chill and the venomous
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. ]éan,ne Norsworﬂy and Fre&no Ranch

By E. DAN KLEPPER

wildlife, all in an attempt to understand
the enigma that lies in the mountain and
canyon landscapes scattered across hun-
dreds of uninhabited West Texas miles.
The geography, lit by an ever-changing
light, is as cryptic as the human psyche.
But with time and contemplation, an
artist can thrive on conclusions that are as
much about the land as about their own
internal landscapes.

Some artists who choose to live here are
dependent on their own entrepreneurial
wits to survive. Others bring their fortunes
with them. The late Jeanne Norsworthy,
painter and great-granddaughter of Dallus
Morning News publisher Gearge B. Dezley,
embodied the artist’s trifecta — talent,
money and an unrelenting call to capture

the beauty of the Big Bend. At the age of
47, undeterred by her privileged past,
Norsworthy compromised her lifestyle in
order to paint the West Texas landscape.
For almost a decade she occupied a run-
down adobe within the heart of Fresno
Ranch, a keystone of this remote nerthern
Chihuahuan Desert wilderness.

Fresno Ranch sits within earshot of the
mountains of both Texas and Mexico, and
its relatively static topography, a brief
pause in the ridges and arroyos of the
region’s igneous tumble, provides a staging
ground for a library of natural phenome-
na. It is an attribute that Norsworthy rec-
ognized and embraced, not only choosing
to live within it in an attempt to uncover its

substance beyond the rigid aesthetics of its
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landscape but also to possess it completely.

Norsworthy accumulated a checker-
board of II sections of the surrounding
countryside, starting with the heart of the
ranch along the Rio Grande just west of
Lajitas and adding parcels northward as
they became available, eventually compil-
ing a 7,000-acre laboratory of elements
and atmospherics. Now, thanks to a col-
laboration between her estate, the Nature
Conservancy of Texas, federal Land and
Water Conservation matching funds and
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
the ranch resides in the hands of all
Texans, artists and otherwise.

It is perhaps the most important land
acquisition in the evolution of the park
system’s grandest achievement — Big
Bend Ranch State Park. The purchase
closes the gap between strategic sections

within the park and Fresno’s private in-
holdings, thereby resolving both protec- |

tion and access issues. It also adds 8.5
miles of unbroken river frontage to the
25-five mile stretch of Rio Grande River

corridor between Lajitas and Presidio
currently residing under the protective

. custody of the state.

“Jeanne was a very distinguished artist,”
TPWD Executive
Andrew Sansom says of Norsworthy.
(Sansom helped lead the effort to estab-
lish Big Bend Ranch State Park.) “She
created a beautiful body of art, much of it
done there at the Fresno Ranch. We first
began to speak with her in the late 1980s.
I last discussed the acquisition of this

former Director

property a few months before her death,
and she told me she wanted it to become
part of the park, so in a very large meas-
ure, this is fulfilling her vision.”
Norsworthy never lacked for vision,
particularly throughout her years at
Fresno Ranch. But an artist is never at a
loss for a muse while under the Fresno
spell. The property begins in the shadow
of the Solitario, one of the planet’s most
impressive collapsed volcanic domes, then
follows the water- and wildlife-rich corri-
dor known as Fresno Canyon south

THE ARTIST, RECOGNIZING THE INFINITE REFLECTION IN THE
SHALLOWS, SET OUT TO CAPTURE FRESNO IN ITS ENTIRETY,
PAINTING NOT ONLY WHAT SHE SAW BUT ALSO WHAT SHE SENSED.

R T SRR

R R
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before terminating, with the nation itself,
at the Rio Grande border. Along the way
are springs and seeps, migratory birds,
willow woodlands, mule deer, peregrine
falcon, bats, horned lizards, rare reticu-
lated geckos, and a catalogue of historic
and prehistoric sites.

However, as Norsworthy discovered, this
litany of environmental treasures does not
necessarily complete the list of Fresno's
distinguishing features. The artist, recog-
nizing the infinite reflection in the shal-
lows, set out to capture Fresno in its
entirety, painting not only what she saw but
also what she sensed. Almost at odds with
the surrounding Chihuahuan Desert real -
ities, Fresno hovers like a dream, cradled
among the jagged bluffs of the Sierra
Ricas, the Bofecillos and the rigors of the
Contrabando. Light here bends, it seems,
to the will of sorcery, scatter‘ing across
dawn in crepuscular rays, pin-sharp as
lasers or awash in a haze. Virga filters the
ambient dusk; night skies explode in ter-
rific fulguration. The summer heat stran-
gles the air and winter rolls in great gusts
across the lechugilla flats. Morning breaks
so quietly that nothing but the muted
rumble of the Rio Grande’s Fresno rapids
can be heard echoing off the river cliffs
almost a mile away.

A hike along Fresno Canyon, a tem-
peramental waterway that alternates
between a wide, flat wash and walls
squeezed tight, provides a chance for the
hiker to wander in aimlessness or with

intent, never sure what will arise and

(continued on page 55)
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The latest poop on Spin- Cast Wlldhfe Feeders |
wof Texas - Now “RUGGEDIZED” more than ever...

Wlldhfe Feeders and Accessories

ME-1/MK-2-Control Unit has 6
feeding times available. The
rate of feed is fully adiustablt, for

MEK-6and MK-6Solar Contral Unit
will feed ug to 4 times a day for 3,8

6V/12V LCD Dlgital Timer has
the same features as the MK-1-

or 9 seconds. (6V only) “and MK-2 _(};ntrol Units

each feeding. (available in 6 or
12 VO].t&s)

Spin-Cast Wildlife
Feeders of Texas
" 2946 NE Loep 410
San Antonio TX 78218
Phone: 210-653-7514 {Info}
210-653-3641 {Fax}
1-800-950-7087 or 8087
. {Toll free for orders} ;
. spincast@spincastfeeders.com
Free Catalog Available

All Control Un]ts are shipped ready to use
with fresh batterias, smzll cone and mount-
ing hardware. Solar panel with stainless
steel gopncable is included with Contral Units
that, ’Hﬁiﬁe rechargeable batteries. Plastic is
Virgin Polycarbonate with UV
inhibitors added (same tough, flexible
material that is used in safety glass).

Shop online -a
spincastfeeders.com

®© 2008, Spin-Cast Inc

FISHING & BOATING

BOAT INSPECTICNS / APPRAISALS

kv accredited and certif-ed marine

For
ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITIES

CALL
it JIM STONE

. illl 512-799-1045

* PWG/Snowmobile 2

surveyor/inspector and appraiser
Donald 2ztterson.

(3671) 884-1033

Corpus Christi

Y FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS

Do It- chrself Steel Bundlngs

Hand (naﬁed Personalized Boot

jar}\s and Comte. Sets
P.O. Box 1 X 78802

Toll Free (888) 301-1967
www.crawjacks.com

Visa/Mastercard. C 1|1 164] m(lcr a Free Brechure
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support from start to firish
your 1 eeds

e wltants are ready to take your call
Call Toll Free
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JIM.STONE@TPWD.STATE.TX.US




‘ACCOMMODATIONS

Fredericksburg

Sunday
House

Inn

800-4

Yobidoy Svwn
EXPRESS

800-404-4125

The Gage Hotel
Marathon, Texas
(800) 884-GAGE
www.gagehotel.com

Villa Del Rio
Del Rie, Texas
(800) 295-1887

www.villadelrio.com

EIRDING '

Kerrville, T?( 330'257 433?

Five Acre Edacational Arboretum
F-ee Nature Trails « Native Flants « Birding « Wildlife
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Cuwe of The
Valley's
mz5wlmg Hot Spots

@LA@YS
PORTER ZOO

BROWMNSVYILLE
500 Ringgold S:. / Brownsville, Texas
(956) 546-7187 / www.gpz.org

KING RANCH ¢

“owboys. history and
an abundance of na:ure ..
Xing Ranch has it all!
Kingsville, TX (361) 552-3055,,

www.king-ranch.com

Save Money on Gas!

Vacation in an (Indiscovered Paradise Closer to Home. ..

Retreat to the Hills
for a Week
or Weekend of
Relaxat'on & Adventure

“Your Hill Country Home Away from Home”
Rio Frio Lodging &
830-966-2320 * www.frlolodging.com
Also offering
Nature, Birding & Sunset Bat Flight Tours
www.hillcountryadventures.com

Lake Whitney-Rocky Creek Lodge. Clean cabins,
24-hr. fishing, largest covered fishing & boat docks.
(254) 622-3383

www.rockycreeklodge.com
Vieh's B&B. Centrally located in the Rio Grande Valley,

specializing in southern hospitality.

www.vieh.com (956) 425-4651

REAL ESTATE

Land For Sale by Owner
Hill Country, 20 miles west of

Rocksprings, Cedar and live oak hills,
2 water wells and electricity on 1,100 acres.

Call 830-683-5107 for more information

SW Colorado Acreage
Awesome privacy. 37.84 acres near Cortez,
Colorado. Trees, wildlife, power. A

hunter’s paradise!!!

Call 307-751-2735 for more irformation

FREE

Information!

Circle the numbers on the card
that correspond to advertisers
that interest you. Then mail
the postage-paid card.

Beaumont CVB, pg. 19
866-822-0245
www.beaumontcevb.com

El Paso CVB, pg. 9
800-351-6024
www.visitelpaso.com
Grapevine CVB, pg. 54
800-457-6338

www. GrapevineTexasUSA.com
Junction, Texas, pg. 21
www. VisitJunction.com
Kerrville, Texas CVB, pg. 23
800-221-7958
www.kerrvilletexascvb.com
Kingsville, Texas, pg. 23
800-333-5032
www.kingsvilletexas.com
Laredo CVB, pg. 15
800-361-3360
www.visitlaredo.com
Matagorda County, pg. 23
800-806-8333

www.visitmatagorda.org
Port Aransas, Texas, pg. 11
800-45-COAST

ww.portaransas.org

. Port Arthur CVB, pg. 19

800-235-7823,

www.portarthurtexas.com

. Rockport-Fulton, pg. 14

800-242-0071

www.rockport-fulton.org

. Seabrook, Texas, pg. 23

866-611-4688

www.seabrooktourism.com

. South Padre Island, Texas, pg'. 16

WWW. SOPBdI‘C com .

. Spincast Wildlife Feeders, pg 52

800-950-7087

www.spincastfeeders.com

. Texas Land Bank, inside back

cover
888-467-6411

www. TexasLandBank.com

. Weslaco Texas, pg. 23

888-968-2102

www.nature@weslaco.com
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% The Great Stays of
'I' e X a S (HAT)

THE GREAT STAYS OF TEXAS (NAT

» Texas Ranch Life. Restored historic Texas
homes on 1,400-acre ranch between Bellville &
Chappell Hill. Weekend rental includes bass fishing,
trail and chuckwagon rides, cutting, bird/coyote/rac-
coon hunting and cow works available.
www. texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL

BRENHAM
* Mariposa Ranch. Cabins, fireplaces.]acuzzis
for two, romantic dinners, “Enchanted Evening”
packages, swimming pool. — Southern Living

www.mariposaranch.com (877) 647-4774

COMFORT

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country,
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas Landmark. Pool,

hottub, fireplaces, golf.
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100

HUNTSVILLE
+ The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home,
lovingly restored. Original antiques. Peaceful
atmosp¥1c1‘e on 3 wooded acres. Gourmet breakfast.

www.thewhistlerbnb.com (800) 404-2834

FREDERICKSBURG

» Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient
oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquility.
Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farmhouse
all with private spa therapy rooms.
www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread
over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from town.
www,settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020

NEW
* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus &
Danville Schoolhouse. 43-acre deer haven
near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed-
dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms,
Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.

BRAUNFELS

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372

GRUENE
+ Gruene Mansion Inn. Premier romantic

B&B, next door to Gruene Hall and overlooking
the Guadalupe River... a little Texas Magic.

(830) 629-2641
* The Lamb's Rest Inn. Located on the Guadalupe
River. Featuring garden with fountain, pool, and

hot tub, private balconies and f‘ireplaces.
Delightful breakfasts often served al fresco.

www.lambsrestinn.com (888) 609-3932
ROCKPORT

Hoorkes’ HOUSE
RoOCKPORT, TEXAS
(800) 924-1008
www.hoopeshouse.com
NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.
' FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE,

www.GrueneMansionlnn.com
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THIS MONTH’S INNSIDER CHOICE
1S Rio Frio Lodging
Saveral private vacation homes and cabins on different
preperties in the Frio and Sabinal River Valleys of the Texas
Hill Country. Their lodgings include this romantic year-
retnd Hideaway Cabin plus the Texas Star Suite on their
family’s 250-acre ranch, where you can relax in the hot tub |
ot hike and explore this premier birding and wildlife
viewing ranch. Hike bluebird/nature trails.
www,friolodging. cos:

(83 0) 966-2320 www.hillcountryadventures.com

RIO FRIO LODGING

4I0ISNNT IHL

EVENTS

Live Music

Festival Food

FOR TICKETS & INFOHMATIDN

VISIT www. GrapevmeTexasUSA com or CALL 800-457 633

you Just can’t live wrt!10ui:
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{continued from page 51)

scatter from the thickets of cottonwood
and willow stands. In late afternoon the

ravens strafe the canyon floor, wing beats |

slow and droopy in the heat. Their shad-
ows slash the trail as they call the canyon
in a rasping refrain: “Not you. Not now.
Not yet.”

Art has a way of speaking truth to beau-
ty. Good landscape painters, in particu-
lar, understand that nature’s facade —
with its glowing sunsets, thundering
waterfalls and purple peaks — is only the
prologue to a more compelling picture.
A landscape will yield its entire story, not
just its glamour but also its despair, its

calamity, apathy and grace, once pinned |

beneath the discerning artist’s brush-
stroke. And it is often a story that mirrors
Towards the end of
Norsworthy's decade at Fresno, she

the artist's own.

struggled in the shadow of cancer and the

collapse of a marriage. But rather than

allowing these traumas to compromise

her love of the desert, she embraced the |

landscape with a greater intensity, paint-
ing the geography of Fresno in a light that
illuminated the intrinsic link between
humans and the natural world. In doing

so, she exposed a bond that is at once |
both divine and vulnerable, illustrating |

the fundamental belief that a mountain
profile is no less perfect or more com-
promised by time and turmoil than the

contours of the human lifespan. The

desert reciprocated, granting her solace

| in her darkest hours and hope in those

rare moments of brightness.
Fresno is the Spanish name for the ash

' tree (Fraxinus velutina) that grows within

the ranch’s namesake canyon. The

Fresno tree is a surprising encounter in
- this low desert where any shade, however
meager, is welcomed. Among the quak- |

ing cottonwoods and willows, the Fresno

is a lush standout, its leaves an equatori-
al green and its bark cool to the touch. |

Fresno trees growing along an arroyo’s
dry floor signal the underground pres-

ence of a permanent source for the |

desert’s life blood — water. The tree also |

embodies the largesse of Fresno Ranch, a E

countryside where sustenance

and |

renewal are available to anyone who seeks

Like

the restorative in the outdoors.
ed artisan who accepted everything that
stands as a legacy for all Texans who

embrace the transformative power of the
natural world. #

| Norsworthy's paintings, created by a gift- |

KITT 7O THE B HOND

DETAILS

Visitors may access Fresno Canyon via horse
or mountain bike or on foot from several locations
within Big Bend Ranch State Park. All visitors are
required to receive an orientation and appropri-
ate permits at park headquarters before heading
out to front country or backcountry Fresno loca-
tions. Orientation and permits are available at the
Barton Warnock Environmental Education Center

. (BWEEC) in Lajitas, Fort Leaton State Historic Site
the landscape had to offer, Fresno Ranch
the interior of the park. For additional information,
' call (432) 358-4444 or visit www.tpw.state.tx
.us/bighendranch.

in Presidio and Sauceda Ranger Station within
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IMAGE SPECS:

Canon 20D with 100-400

mm lens, 1/2500 second ™
exposure, /8, 1S0 400. o o
Shot with tripod and i
remote wire, single

shot mode.
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Country Homes
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Recreational Prop.-erty, v . LAND BANK
| _ || s
Farms and Ranches
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