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260, Acts of the
.pthorizedrthe

»

thf Texasg Library and

reciplents] of this nurber, 170,880 were 014 Age
Agsistance, 4,011 were recipients of Ald to The
Xeedy Blind, and 10,6877 were recipiﬁnts of Aid to
Dependent Crildren.

*In sccordance with the state plan approved
by the Social Security Doard, the department is
required to reinvestipante each recipient on the
rolls at least once annually and more frequently
as the circumstances of the recipient chanzes justi-
tying it. After each reinvestigation, a forw is
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pade by the worker in triplicate indicating the

sction taken as a result of the reinvestipgation.

One copy of this form is sent to the State Of-

- fice of the Department of Public Welfare. Any
changes in the amount of grant are recorded in
the official records of the Divigion of Audits
end Accounts. The form is of no further use to
-the department; however, this form is kept in
the Divigion of Audits and Accountg for a period
of six months, as they ere audited by the Federal
Auditors of the Socinl Security Board on a gix
month basis. After six months have elavsed,
they are stored in the warehouse. The State
Apditersg are likewige making an sudit of the
departwent, and when the audit is completed,
the forms will be of no further benefit to the
department. One copy of this form 1s sent to
the recipient at the time the change is made,
and one copy is filed in the rocipient's cage -
folder in the county where he 1ives and is .

kept as a permanent record. There is an accu-

. sulation of almost a half a milliton of these
forms. In addition to the forms mentioned
above, we use a form for the purpose of chang-
ing the addrees of the recipient. The change
of address 1is recorded in the Divigion of Audits
and Accounts immediately upon receipt of this -
form in the Etate 0ffice, one copy of which has
been retained in the recipient's cage folder.

ds soon as the address is changed, the form 1sa
of no further value to the departwent. Thousands
of thege forms are received and processed in the
State O0ffice monthly.

*The department has interpreted this Senate
B111 250 to mean that tho departwent is author-
1zed to destroy certain Texas Relief Commission
Records, certain duplicate 0)d Age Assistance

Records accumulated during 1938 through 1938 and

to also Aispose of all records in its possession
and custody, which have no valiue and further use
to the department after certain requirements con-
tained in the act have been complied with.

*Is the Department of Public Welfare author-
ized by Senate Bill Wo. 250, Aots of the 48th
Legiglature, to dispose of the records described
thove, and may the department dispose of future
accumilationsg of these records as they become ob-
s0lotel”
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: Your inquiry should be angvered in the negative. .The
suthority 1s not as ‘broad as your indicated interpretation of
{t appears to be.  In other words, the general purpose of iho
Jet 1s to authorize the destruction -- not of 2l1] records in
the dopartmwental custody which have no valuo and are of no
further use to the department -- but rather, the power of de-
struction extends wo further than to certain records of the
fexasg Relief Commission "for the yesrs 1832 to September 1,
1039, # © ® and all duplicate 01d Age Assistance records ac~
crulating for the yoar 1936 chrough Cctober, 1938.° In the

grent of euthority there is an exproas 1imitation of that power.

The lenguage, "® 2 @ and to make a list of a2ll records in 1ta
roseession and custody which hove no velue and further use, and
to submit such 1ist thoreof of records no loncer needed and -
trorthloss”, are not words of enlargoment but the language eu-
traces only the "certein records” as to which the powor to de-
stroy is given, &s ahove shown.

To enlarge the power of the Board ex necessitate rei
ss it appears yvour interpretation is, would render the Act void,
even though such cxtension ¥as clearly expressed in the hody of
the ¥111, since to do so would put the Act ip vielation of Eec-
tion 35 of Article IXYI of the Comnstitution, which declares:

*Xo bi11, (except genaral appronriation bills
vhich may msmbrace the various subjects and accounts,
for and on account-of rhich moneys are appropriated)
ghall contain more than one subject, which shall he
expregsed in its titls. Eut if eny subject shall be
erbraced in an act which shall not be expressed in
the title, such aet shall be void only as to so much
thercof ag stall not he s0 expressed.”

The title to Semate Bill No. 2850 st

#4N ACT direoting the State Department of Pudblic
¥elfare to prepare a 1ist of certein records of the
Texas Reliaf Comriscion for the vears 1932 to Septem-
ber 1, 19392, and 211 Junlicate 01d Ape Agsistance
records accurrulated for the years 1536 through October,
16328, to be submitted to the Texas Lidbrary and listori-
cal Cormmission for examination: directing such Commis-
sion to acquire such rocords ne are wanted bv them
within five days after dclivery ef such list; direect-
ing State harartmant of Public Welfare to transfer
said usaless records not wvanted by the Texas Tidbrary
oand I'istorical Cormigsion to the “tate Roard of Con-
trol for sale and destruction; end declering an erxor-

pency.”
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" The bill 1tself, therefore, 13 limited as matter of
,., (.hgtever the lenguape of the bill) 1o the one suhjact men-
tioned in the title. _ _

Trusting that thia 13 a surricient answer t3 your in-
‘ﬂi"’ we Aroe . o _ -

- Yery tronly yours
ATTORNEY GENTRAL OF TEX
By‘- : | [ﬂé({,
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